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* Use our numbers for lower international telephone
rates—and even greater savings on weekends, evenings,
and holidays. <«Use 0041 to call worldwide from any
international public telephone.

m Example : To dial New York(212)
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IRate example As of June 1,1992
Discount Rates
- 10min. 15min.
0041 0ol 001 0]
USA  ¥400 ¥420 ¥1,100 ¥1,190 ¥1,600 ¥1,740
(Repeofy $2.99  $314  $821 $888 $11.94 $12.99

¥430 ¥440 ¥1,200 ¥1,210 ¥1,750 ¥1,760

Taiwan
$3.21 $3.29 $8.96 | $9.03 $13.06 $13.14
X$1=¥134
mRate table (Japan time)
19 2324
2324

O ctrooHorri msaEconomZy ate Discount Rate
Standard rajAboLrt 2po/o off ®(Aboirt ~po/ooff
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Personality Profile (cover)

Mr. Yang Yaw‘g was born in

Shanghai, China in 1961. He came to Japan

four years ago, attended a Japanese language .TOPIC S
school for a year and a half, attended Aoyama

Gakuin University as a special student for one

year, and is now a third-year student at Asia

University, where he is majoring in

international relations. In the future, he wants

to be engaged in trade between Japan and .POWER LANGUAGE
China. Last September, he traveled to Europe

for the first time and was greatly impressed.

Recently he is interested in the foods of various

countries around the world. Of course, he

enjoys eating more than cooking.
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Japan is now facing an "age of internationalization" or "borderless age." Our editorial staff intends to pursue the various meaninas and substance of this trend.
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Konishiki and the Japanese

Sumo wrestling has become really
interesting and exciting recently. It
is more energetic, vivid and
vigorous compared to several years
ago. However, there was a dispute
recently that may temper its great
popularity. At the heart of the
dispute was the assumption that
ozeki Konishiki from Hawaii was

prevented from becoming
Yokozuna because of racial
discrimination.

Frankly Umany Japanese probably
thought that this dispute was
ridiculous, far beyond reality and
nothing but the sensationalism of
mass media. Also, most Japanese
people probably thought it was
unbearable. It was an uproar, as if
the contradictions hidden inside the
sumo world had suddenly been
exposed.

Konishiki had earned the right to
become Yokozuna but was rejected
... is this true?

This was the point of dispute. Buthe
failed to win the previous
tournament (basho), so that the
dispute suddenly became
meaningless without reaching a
conclusion. A sumo wrestler can
become Yokozuna only if he wins

several championships
consecutively.
Clearly, nobody can become

Yokozuna if they don't have real
strength.

On the other hand, it was recently
made known that the Yokozuna
Review Council also considers
"hinkaku" ("grace") to be one of the
requirements  for  becoming
yokozuna.

What is this "grace" they are
speaking of?

In the latest discussion at "We're
Time" held once a month by the
editorial  department, many
foreigners said, "We don't know the
real meaning of grace in Sumo."
Neither do the Japanese.

Both Japanese and foreign people
may think that some members of the
Yokozuna Review Council are
preventing foreign sumo wrestlers
from becoming Yokozuna by using
an ambiguous word like "hinkaku."
People will feel this way and this is
natural.

What Is Race?

As you probably know, sumo
wrestling is Japan's national sport. It
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IS also said to be a world where
tradition and culture are considered
to be most important.

In the recent dispute involving
Konishiki, the essence of the attitude
and character of ordinary Japanese
people towards foreigners seemed to
be perfectly symbolized.

The seeds for this dispute were first
planted back when the Japanese
began to find promising talent in
foreign countries and bring them to
the sumo world; they did this
because young Japanese began to
disregard the sumo world where the
old traditions strongly remained and
the training was awfully severe.
Nevertheless, the sumo world tries
to prevent these foreigners from
rising in the ranks when they exhibit
both the strength and the desire to
climb to the top. This is extremely
unfair and contradictory. One must
ask why they accepted foreigners in
the first place? The Council has said
that being a foreigner is not a
drawback, but is now saying that
foreigners are not eligible to become
Yokozuna. This is a contradiction
that can be understood even by
children.

And this seems to symbolize to a
larger degree the conflicts which
arise fmm foreigners whose
numbers are suddenly increasing in
Japan and their acceptance by
Japanese society.

Even though a Japanese may
recognize a foreigner's ability at first
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and be both cooperative and kind, he
may then besin to resist or interfere
with the foreigner when he or she is
just starting to rise up to a higher or
more responsible position. Many
foreigners probably have
experienced this before.

Some Japanese still have an illusion
of Japan as a country comprising a
single race. The illusion is so great
that some Japanese greatly fear a
collapse of this illusion, especially
compared to other countries.
However, where is the basis for the
illusion? If Konishiki obtains
Japanese citizenship, then he can
become Yokozuna, isn't that so?

If he acquires Japanese citizenship,
then he becomes Japanese
regardless of differences in eye
color, skin color and language; isn't
this true? Or, shall we say, even ifa
black man or white man takes
Japanese citizenship, he will never
be Japanese. What's going on here?
Yet, think, this is not limited only to
the Japanese. All races behave in
this way basically.

What is race? Who am I? Such
basic questions, on the other hand,
inevitably rise.

Human Beings Do Not Change
Easily. Therefore...

The Japanese say, "Foreigners are
very selfish," while foreigners say,
"The Japanese are so closed."

"We should be internationally-
minded rather than citizens of such
and such a country," shouted the
young man. This is easy to say, but
human beings are basically animals
with conservative characters. This
causes widely diversified frictions
and collisions. But it is also very
natural.

Some aspects of things may look
irrational and contradictory. But if
you look at them from the back, you
may find rational life styles and
methods which have been fostered
by the climate peculiar to the
specific land over a tremendously
Ions period of time. Because of'this,
no country or people can be easily
changecl in most cases. This is very
natural. Culture shock is something
which is felt by both parties; both
those foreigners who have come to
Japan for the first time, and the
Japanese who see, for the first time,
the behavior and actions taken by
foreigners in Japan.

The important thing is that the
Japanese should not vaguely or too
modestly displace or disregard this
conflict. Japanese customarily tend
to do this but now must face the
conflict and discuss it. Mutual
understanding and hints for
coexistence will be reached in this
way.

The Konishiki dispute must not be
seen as an unpleasant episode. It
should rather be considered as an
excellent chance for seriously
studying and understanding other

ct.
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cultures and races.

Manv people are saving that
Akebono now stands a better chance
of becoming Yokozuna than
Konishiki. In any case, Akebono is
now certainly near the top; and
many other foreigner sumo wrestlers
from Brazil, Sri Lanka, Mongolia,
Taiwan, China, Korea and
Argentina are making efforts to
become stronger and take higher
positions. When they are promoted
to Sekiwake, Ozeki and Yokozuna.
we will hear other comments and
discussions. These will surely make
sumo more popular ill Japan and
throughout the world.
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Foreigners living in Japan are regularly interviewed to feature personal profiles. This month, we spoke with George Yamasaki, who is from Hawaii. When he first came to Japan, he experienced
various frustrations. BLt-|he decided to try again and came back to Japan two years ago. He is now actively working as a real estate cons Ll-dant.
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People Would Do Bettei ,to
Leave Tokyo Once

Betore George entered high school, tne
entire Yamasaki family visited Japan
almost every year. That was for a
vacation only, and neither schooling nor
study was involved. This was also the
age when the American dollar was still
strong.

George recalls, "When I was a child, I
was completely happy visiting Japan.
Grown-ups never sot an¢ry at me and
they bought me many Ultraman and
Godzila toys, which I liked very much
(laughter). There was a movie theatre
which showed Godzila films in
Honolulu, and I always went to see the
new ones the day they opened."

George Yamasaki is now 28 years old.
He is a third-seneration Japanese-
Many parents of Japanese-
Americans in Hawaii are enthusiastic
about teaching their children the
Japanese language. He also had to go to
a Japanese language school since he was
a child.

Children's language is simple, and he
was therefore able to speak Japanese
almost perfectly. Probably because of
this, he was never recognized as a
"Japanese-American" child by adults in
Japan, at least as far as he remembers.
He says, "But now the Japanese I meet
for the first time often say, "Oh! you're a
foreigner, aren't you?" and they're
surprised. This is okay, I don't mind at
all because they're right. I was raised in
an American culture and I think of
myself as an American."

American.

Time Out from
a Reckless Life

Several years thereafter, he had no
particular interest in Japan. He was
vaguely considering movins someday to
the U.S. mainland, and he studied
psychology and sociology at the
University of Hawaii. Then, suddenly,
his eyes turned towards Japan. Why?

George says, "People ill Hawaii Degan to
think of Japan as a good place for doing
business." He continues, "Personally, I
made several friends among Japanese

g

DX DX BIXIIN
DDA DI BRI
X DD DI DA XD X
XX BIDINII DI B
XX DB DI DI, [
XX M DI X (XD
X "XIXP B DI DA B
X XXX XX, XXM KX
DI X, X DX XD X
DRI DX DX D ]
XX, HXMNXNMN XX
DX DDA DA XX XX
XX D4 DI BIPRJPd

DI DI P 28(3.
DX B DA IDIDPA3
DX, DX X XXX X
XX DX B DX
X B MM D XX XXX
X DX PIPID. DA
D DA DX I XX
XX B DX DX XX
XX, D XD DA XX
X M XXXXKXX XXX XX
DX DI <DIRININ” B4 ]
DX DG XX XX
X X, "MK (XXXX)D]
DX XX DX DX XX
DXIXD] D4, NI X
DD XX, DI P
X DI, I DI XN, X

DX DX NI, XXX X
DX XX

%&& XXX

X X @&&&& XX X

X B DI« DX XX
X XXM, X XXX XX
DX DIXIDIN DX
DX XX, DX IR
DX DD DI AN (X
X XXX X MKXX KXX;,



CLoOTrrbi, EEADER
EXTIE, FEBRIC 7S
MET BAD DHEECEFETHE
ToATeh EHN Ao/l E b
HbD, ENODERA DIFEALE
i, 7XY AREIcT-oT K
Fo7/-AT0 0

A HENIEES S ISHEB T
R AR T A H fFEAIC
EoTIRESRIC KAEIC X
A, BIROKRMOR SN 7/NE
w7 XL PR or £ Xnk
W BNHNT A (ZERFICKZE
MBEZEZ 527X UHERED
XM Tid D o

KEEZRES, RITKITEL
NTHERIZY>TE, HAD
RT3 NRAxBI KNk, 7
RN hEEY, BAREZERICE
WiEL® 3, HRA T, Xnd
KEEDWICE > THEEEHE
RYVBEYTOIEMEE >/, £5F
BIIESEEROEMD TN
14 bTELES ZEI12 Ko

ERIEFRULICETELNS
hote, 2B, 7= EAED
bW iFhune | HLCE <
7ZICHBETEHVT, * UAS
EEZS LW EHE- <
Dhz->T KE->TWo 7UF
CENEIED BRI RK-T
W7=1 .

WO O MICh BREBEZER A 5
BHNEDE, MEEEEOLE
PuEr KT XE->TW =0 72,
o HAHEZIGENXKT <hf
A EDLDS rPalPIFE
HZTEE2BWSC O ICAKR
[CEI-ALPRVWDY] LB DN
ZDED2H5h-7=A. BHTIE
E59% ZLHTELAD 2T
X XoWwiciEs s %2EK.
159 NAICED HATOAER
ICAINEEIFB &1l 5,

S5EZD L. ZNUL Y ALT
mh B WIE o, EEIEE
S, TRLOERFICIE, 7272
SHE e s TAbEZONA
ho7-h. EEEED-OICK
BDO WhtEWwd Z&1595,
r « 7L/ MEDOH Y (Z
o TNE-TBEE-T. 5
HHEARPICEZELCETAWVWE ER
5, X WITNE, ITbiEE -
TEZRITNIE, EXDBDOHFE
WE ERNT KNE-7- D5,
HRz—ENIZS>"00nE

Bo00 BHDOEWLWERN, O,
hiBZAEZS 7 FANAKT
%o

REBBEHURFEELRXHEE
MEFNEE MEH—@EM °
REBEX#RZ MMU—HBEKX
EFNEIPRIRR. EBRER
EBT=EAz#% .t BECH
TE ¥ tLRKI BFERL
R PEMAXRXEEEN
HREZHRBETELEERO
EREFBARERNEFE
BREENB RO RERHEFE
BB GPESZT BALTE
THWEIHE BRXEBRED
B RBREENANTEENA
Kfls T°B REBFNRER
EMMEBROBEHIEEE T
°
THRMAERRER K
MEEHFER TEIFER,
MESENMITHENLECEA
Te EBARRBAEATRRET
HEXHET R 20 WXE
fEE EIFNBARERR B |
BRI EEREE CHBHMEET
LEETAEZNMTRY ° #
RERESBFERT . 1 R
MEFT-—FABEANBAXSE
B0
fERREDBRL R HBHFHK

students and businessmen while working
part-time as a student. And most of my
old friends have moved to the mainland."
The Hawaiian paradise looks bright
when seen from the outside. But
probably it feels more like a small field
to residents when choices are limited in
terms of schooling and job hunting.
Resort-oriented Hawaii is also one ofthe
U.S. states experiencing unemployment
problems.

After graduating from university,
George came to Tokyo as a traveler. He
spent three months in a friend's house,
then rented an apartment and began
attending a Japanese language school.
He was a Japanese-American and had
American citizenship, so it was easy to
get a student visa. He decided to support
himself by working part-time as a
teacher at an English conversation
school.

"Living costs in Tokyo were higher than
I originally expected, so I had to work a
lot. T worked until I was exhausted. The
important thinss and unimportant things
in my life became all mixed up, yet I had
lost even the mental energy to correct
this," recalls George.

Gradually, he lost interest in attending
the Japanese language school, and soon
he was doing little more than working
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Mr. Yamasaki was born in 1963
in Hawaii. This being his second
visit, he will have been in Japan
this time two full years in August.
George is a Japanese-American;
his father is a second-generation
Japanese-American (Nisei), and
his mother is a first-generation
Japanese-American (born in
Japan).

His parents and an elder brother
live in Hawaii, his elder sister is
in California, and he lives in
Tokyo. The Yamasaki family is
living in and around the Pacific
Ocean. George is now working
for the head office of Island
Homes, a company selling real
estate in foreign countries. He
lives alone in a company house in
Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo.
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part-time.

His friends who had encouraged him to
try living in Japan appeared to think that
"Georse just came to Japan to earn
money teaching English." This thought
disgusted him. yet he couldn't rouse
himselfto do anything about it. Finally,
he became sick and had to say good-bye
to his life in Japan which had lasted for
one year and nine months.

Today, when he recalls supporting
himself with part-time work in Japan, he
thinks it was just like a "time out." He
was so excited and reckless during this
game he couldn't think about anything
else.

"I believe there are still many students
from abroad in Japan who only work
part-time here.

Making a living is not easy. But they
should stop and think about tneir future.
If a person is too tired and has lost the
energy to think seriously, he or she had
better leave Tokyo once." This is very
valuable advice, sained from his own
rouah experience.

Retuming to Japan
Georse says, "Frankly I felt I was a loser
when I returned to Hawaii. This
disgusted me."
He continues, "I also thought something
had not yet been completed, but I didn't
know what it was." Such was his state of
mind five years aso, as recalled recently.
"I felt a strong need to return to Japan to
overcome my sense of bein? a loser,"
George explains passionately.
Then, his father suggested he get a
realtor's license and Georse did. At the
time, business was vefy sood in Japan —
a climate which later became know as
the "bubble economy."
George besan to work for the Hawaiian
branch office of a real estate company
with its head office in Tokyo.
Yet things were still not complete. Then,
by request from the head office, he
moved to Tokyo to work again about two
years aso.
Georae today is terribly busy, traveling
throughout Tokyo as an consultant
introducing real estate in Hawaii, it IS
important that Hawaii is the home state
of the person doins this work, and
George has been able to establish a good
rapport with his clients.
"I speak straight to customers, but they
never »et angry because they know this
is the basic attitude of foreigners,"
explains George, "but they will get mad
if they hear the same words from a
Japanese."
His mind has broadened and he is now
able to analyze things around him. His
new start in Japan seems to have gotten
off very smoothly.
"My new life in Japan is now perfect
except for one thing," laughs George, "I
was such a failure the last time."
"Surely, T will succeed this time,"
George says, calmly, encouraging
himself. (MAMI SASAKI)
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In hot weather, one's appetite is
often lost. And eating only cold
foods places an extra burden on the
stomach. Introduced here is a
Chinese-style tomato and egg soup
which is gentle to the stomach and
stimulates appetite.

Ingredients: 2 tomatoes, 2 eggs, a few
leeks, salt, flavoring spices, sesame oil,
salad oil.
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Heat salad oil (2 tablespoons) in a pan, add
tomatoes and fry until tomatoes become soft.
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Add 270 3 bowls ofbroth or soup to the pan, heat to

boiling and slowly add previously beaten egg
while stiring with chopsticks.
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When egg begins to float to the surface, turn off the
heat and add leeks and sesame oil (3 to 4 drops).

That's all.
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Seasonal trips, small museums, movies, video, books, concerts, sports and other recommended information.
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"Sumida Riverside
Festival"

The Sumida Riverside Festival will be
held again this year for three days from
August 6 (Thursday) to 8 (Saturday).
This free event is regularly offered by
Sumida Ward, Tokyo to help citizens
blow off their summer fatigue by
enjoying the cool breeze from the
Sumida River along with live music
(different each night).
6:30 in the evening.

The venue is inside the premises of the
Sumida Ward Office,
outdoor stage is erected in "Uruoi

Shows start at

where an
Plaza" facing the Sumida River.
Scheduled artists are: Danny Iida and
Paradise King, veterans of Japanese
pop, on August 6th (Thursday); Bucky
Shirakata and the Aloha Hawaiians
playing Hawaiian music on the 7th
(Friday); and Morio Hasegawa and
Pagosa with Latin American music on
the 8th (Saturday).

Temporary night stalls selling beer,
grilled chicken and chow mein will be
set up before the concerts to help
create the feeling of a summer festival.
We recommend visiting an outdoor
concert in summer in Tokyo for some
hot evening relief.

Dates and time:

August 6 (Thursday) to 8 (Saturday),
6:30 p.m.

"Uraoi Hiroba." Sumida Ward Office
1-23-20. Azuma Bridge, Sumida-ku.
Tokyo

Tel:  03-5608-6430

Place:
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Fireworks from the Mountains
The Gre Summer’s Be
Fireworks Festival
Flowers of light blossoming and
falling in the summer night sky - this
is one of the spectacles of traditional

Japan.

Fireworks in the center of Tokyo are
masnificent and attract many people.
But our recommendation for this
month is a fireworks display "in the
cool of a summer evening" to be held
in Ohme City on August Ist
(Saturday). Fireworks for this display
will be fired from a mountain ridge.
This is unusual since most such shows
are held near water. So, this August
IstCyou should leave the house early,
enjoy your afternoon along the Tama
River, and then go to see the fireworks
at night. This ensures a full-day of
pleasure from the momins to night.
You can reach Ohme City in ninety
minutes by traveling : west from
Shinjuku Station on JR. This historic
city is surrounded by green mountains.
Markets were held in former days
here, and the town itself prospered as
an important location on the Ome
Road). Ifyou walk to the south offthe
Ome Road, you will soon enter a dark
and heavily wooded forest with houses
scattered here and there. Soon you
will see the end of the forest and the
Tania River; this area is called
Kamanofuchi Park. Take your lunch
down to the river's beach and let the
cool wind blow your sweat away.

By the time you get tired of playing in
the water, the long summer day's light
will be fading. You should now ’;ave
the beach and go to Nagayama Field,
located behind the JR station. If you
walk along an old road, you will find
an occasional old store or house of
traditional Japanese style. The
fireworks will start at 7:30 p.m. You
can see the display from anywhere in
town, but Nasayama Field is the best
place to fully enjoy it. The scenery
and falling ashes make this is a very
exciting and memorable experience.
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Gallery TOMS
'Hands-On' Sight
Gallery TOM is located in a quiet
residential area in Shoto, Shibuya-
ku. It is surrounded by gray
concrete walls and looks as if it's
someone's residence. Tms is a
compact art museum.
There is a plaque recessed in a wall
at the entrance, which says, "we,
the blind, also have the right to see
Rodin."
the museum holds regular displays
for the visually handicapped.

As the plaque suggests,

Actually, touching art
masterpieces with the hands, that
is, "seeing with the hands," also
gives new vision to those of us
who are accustomed to seeing only
with our eyes. When you close
your eyes and touch a work of art,
you can feel the heart of the artist
transferred to the work.

At present, the gallery is holding,
in two parts, a regular exhibition of

formative arts possessed by the

museum. The first part will
continue  through July 25
(Saturday), exhibiting mainly

works of art using wood and stone
by Minoru Suzuki and Makoto
Fujiwara; the second part from
July 28 (Tuesday) will exhibit
bronze works by Rodin, Maiyor
should

remove their rin”s and watches in

and others. Visitors

advance to avoid scratching the art

works.

me museum is closed on Sundays,
Mondays, and holidays.

Hours of Operation: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Entrance fees:
Visually-handicapped persons: 300 yen
Accompanying persons: 300 yen
Adults: 600 yen
Elementary & junior high school
students: 200 yen

Getting there: Take the Keio Inogashira
Lmelget offat Shinsen Station, and walk
150 meters to the west from the Shoto Art
Museum and turn left.

Address: 2-11-1, Shoto, Shibuya-ku,
Tokyo 150
Tel: 03-3467-8102
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Tve heard the ammonite

murmur"
ATdented Young Fim Director's
World of Drearms and Fantasies

Movies created by film director Isao
Yamada are filled with the "signs of
dreams." Dreams pursued vanish to be
replaced by new ones - this may irritate you
but also allows you to recall similar feelings
you had in the past. The audience gradually
pursues the dreams depicted by the director,
soon begins to live with the dreams and is
surrounded by a calm happiness within a
memory never experienced before.

This particular, film is also the only work
formally entered in the Cannes Film Festival
from Japan in 1990.

Kenji Miyazawa was a famous writer of
young people's stories and also a poet in the
early days of the Showa Era. He had a
younger sister named Toshi, and her name
often appeared in his poetry. The theme of
this film is the emotional feeling close to
love between the brother and younger sister.
It is a metaphorical fable where various
objects appear, such as ammonite,
constellations, blue fish and a huge ferns
wheel on a snowfield.

Director Isao Yamadajoined "Tenjousajiki,"
an avant-garde theatrical troupe, when he
was 21 years old. He was in charge ofthe art
in the movies produced by the troupe. The
film in question has been highly evaluated
not only in Japan but also overseas.

A veteran of movie production, Yamada's
works express the light and shadow of
emotion using the chains of dreamy scenes
that cannot be formed into words. He is
considerably different from other young
Japanese film directors who are mostly seen
as energetic and powerful. However, his
style of film expression using delicacy and
calmness seems to suggest the maturity of
Japanese films.

Seimon Turner, known for his tie-up with
Derek Jarrman, directs the joyful music.
The lead actor is Kenzo Saeki, a member of
the rock band Pearl Brothers. The many
talents and distinct personal characters
involved in making this film seen to add
more to its enjoyment. (Funiihiko Tanji)

Director: Isao \ amada

Music: Seimon Turner
Production: Kenzo Horikoshi
Producer: Yoichi Yamasaki
Production and distributor: Eurospace

Cast: Kenzo Saeki, Hiroko Ishimaru,
Takeo Kimura, Kazuko
Hashimoto

The film will be open oh July 25 at
Eurospace in Shibuya.

Address: 24-4, Sakuragaoka-cho, Shibuya-
ku, Tokyo 150
Tel.: 03-3461-0211
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CULTURE SHOCK
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Clothing, food and life styles vary greatly from country to country. See Japan from a different perspective through the various types of culture shock experienced by our readers.

KKK K 6iKXX XXa XX MY .1 XX DOODE KKK XKNM XK MXXX KX,

d3a3

<



CULTURE SHOCK
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Curious Public Bathhouse

"It was only few days after I came to Japan. Thadjust moved into a new apartment house and I felt sweaty and dirty.

I threw my bassage to the floor and immediately went looking for a public bathhouse. I found a curtain with the

character "Tang" (Yu - hot water). Isaid to myself. "This must be the bathhouse." But there was no person receiving

money from users at the entrance. I thought this was strange but entered.

When [ went in [ saw a man about 50 years of age sitting o11 a high boxed-in chair open onto a girl's dressing room.

In China, any man found sitting in a lady's dressing room or peeking through a window would be seized immediately.

However, he was sitting calmly and looking here and there. The women were behaving calmly as well. Isaid to

myself, "Oh my God, what is this?"

The mail felt my surprise and looked at me. Both my leas suddenly lost all strength.

"I'm sorry. I'm in the wrong place; I made a mistake," I shouted. I quickly left the bathhouse, amiplaining and

moanins about everythin".

The next day, one of my friends told me that the man was the manager of the bathhouse and that most bathhouses in

Japan have this kind ofraised chair. I frowned and felt disappointed.

One week later my happiness returned when I found a public bathhouse without a raised chair. It took me one hour

to 20 there and return, but I felt really satisfied. I still go to this bathhouse, carrying my large bag all the way".
(Showa Women's University Chinese Student)
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CULTURE SHOCK
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Public Bath Culture

In the Edo Period in Japan, there were many
public bathhouses which were very popular.
There was nearly one bathhouse on each
block, and many people used them. Both
samurai and townspeople went to the public
bath together and sat in the same bathtub,
thereby makins friends regardless of social
positions. The public baths were thus
important as social gathering places.

Even now, public baths are still places for
I'riendly interchanse. When people sit ill a
lara;e bathtub, they become as broad-minded
as Mt. Fuji, usually painted on the background
wall, and feel at once easy and settled. The
Japanese use the expression "friendship in a
naked state." This means that they have no
secrets from each other, because when they sit
and talk together in the public bath, they
literally hide nothing. Moreover, they never
forset the warmness they've experienced
there.

However, the number of these bathhouses so
peculiar to Japan has declined greatly in recent
years. This is mainly due to the widespread
use of Japanese-style bathtubs in Japanese
houses these days, and the fact that young
people are now choosing apartments equipped
with baths. On the contrary, persons attending
schools, those studyins in Japan and workers
from other countries are increasing in number
from yearto year. These people want to live in
apartment houses without baths, because rents
for such accommodations in Tokyo are much
lower. As a result, people from foreign
countries are increasingly using public
bathhouses. They are providing areal need for
the public baths which have been disappearing
from Japanese life in recent years.

Most people from overseas who are now
living in Japan Say that the culture shock they
experienced first in Japan came at the public
bathhouse. This is very natural because
people customarily will not take a bath with
others in the same bathtub nor expose their
naked body to others in many foreign
countries.

One owner of a public bathhouse definitively
stated. "You will see foreigners as customers
in every public bathhouse in Tokyo now."
But, oil the olher hand, many curious
happenings have occurred, mainly due to
different cultural backgrounds and customs.
Probably because ofbashfulness, some people
wind bath towels around their body or wear
their underwear when entering the batharea
and bathtub. Many others wash their clothes
in the bathing area. Such incidents prompted
the Tokyo Public Bathhouse Association to
produce posters in four languages (Japanese.
English, Chinese and Korean), informing
visitors of the manners to be observed when
using a public bathhouse.

One Japanese impressed us with this statement
about the public bath, "The aged and children
tend to be afraid of foreigners because they are
not accustomed to them. But when they enter
the same bathtub, the Japanese do their best to
talk to foreigners enthusiastically and
friendily."

Tms suggests a warm heart. That is, Japanese
people once enjoyed "friendship in a naked
state" in the public bath even between samurai
and townspeople, regardless of social
position, and now the same thins is happening
between foreigners and the Japanese in today's
public bath.
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This month, the aiitnor iniroduces knowhow on I

becoming a sumo wrestler. "Do you want to be

a sumo wrestler?"

At first, you have a submit various documents

to the Sumo Association, such as a letter of
approval by a person in parental authority, a
sumo wrestler's inspection report, a record of
physical examination and a copy of the family

register. Thereafter, you have to pass an

inspection for new apprentices.

The passing standard for new apprentice

inspection descnbes a heigh,t of more than 173

cm and weight above 75 kg. Some applicants

want so desperately to become sumo wrestlers

that they make strange and pitiful Efforts, such

as purposely bunipina their head to increasing

their height, or drinking the equivalent to a
sake bottle's (about 0.5 U.S. gallon) worth of
water to increase theirbody weight. .One ofthe

more famous exornoles of such efforts in recent

years was Mairioumi, who'achieved good

records.' He injected silicone into his head and

passed the inspecaon ;.Jiowever, if a person

has previous experience in airmteur siirno. he
can pass evenif his Weight or heisfttls below

than the stiUidard. y

Once the applicant passes tho new apprentice

inspection, he makes his debut as a sumo

wrestler. In addition, the new apprentice has to

go to the Sumo Training Center for six months
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Monthly legal constitatiOn for foreigners, provided by lawyers from LAFI_R (Association of Lawyers for Foreign Workers).

Hideki Mizuno answers questions this month.
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| Want to Work in Japan

Sudden Dismissal

Three Japanese-Peruvians came
to Japan to work through
intermediation by a broker. They
were told that the work was within a
factory and that the wage would be
about 400,000 yen per month.
Instead, they were taken to a
Japanese inn. However, they did
their work as instructed, and lived
in a dormitory owned by the inn at
the time.

One day, they were told they were
no longer required. That is, they
were dismissed. And their
baggage was thrown out of the
dormitory when they were not
there. This occurred the day
before payday. Some wages,
moreover, were not paid. They
tried to talk to the owner but they
spoke neither Japanese nor
English. So nothing could be
discussed. Finally, they asked a
fellow they knew to help them
contact a labor administration
office. The office's staff negotiated
with the owner but no solution was
reached.

The case was then brotight to the
LAFLR (Association of Lawyers for
Foreign Workers) by the staff
office's.

"Workers Should Also Protect
Themselves"
After hearing of the problem, we
sent a contents-certified letter to
the owner requesting payment of
the unpaid portion of wages as
well as dismissal pay. The
employer recognized the right of
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Illustrated by TAMIRI MIURA

the unpaid portion of wages but a
dispute a rose with respect to the
wage amount as the basis for
calculating the unpaid portion.
The Peruvians said that 180,000
yen was the basic wage, but the
employer insisted 180,000 yen
was the amount which included
pay for overtime work. The
Peruvians, however, demanded
overtime pay. This resulted in a
big difference in perceived
amounts between the two parties.
With respect to the wages, the
dispute was finally settled at an
amount close to what the employer
had been insisting on. At the same
time, the Peruvians received
dismissal pay equivalent to one
month's wages. In short, we took
the middle between the two parties
and the dispute was settled.

When a dispute occurs, it should
be noted that your demands will
not always be completely
recognized.

In the said case, we were not in a
good position because the
Peruvians had no documents at all
which could substantiate the wage
amount. In this case, the employer
was responsible for not issuing any
wage documents to the employees.
Nevertheless. the workers should
also have tried to protect
themselves.

Therefore, we recommend that
you to make a labor contract in
writing to protect yourself from
troubles in the future. If you do
this, you will be able to avoid any
future dispute caused by language
barriers.

You Should Prepare a Lahor
Contract

The labor contract should be
prepared before you start working
for an employer. Details will be of
course helpful in the contract but at
least the following items should be
clearly written out:

1. Period of contract (such as six
months or one year). However,
the period of the contract is not
also established in some cases
in Japan. You should negotiate
this with the employer.

2. Working hours (such as from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.).

3. Wage amount (such as 150,000
yen per month or 1,000 yen per
hour)

ICS
YA ALY 71 %7} =HE 9F
o] Fd¢ dF dFA =HAEY
. Z2A &2 7|EFe] 18%
o] & kLot dhAFE, 1
£5E AU+ 2 T 18T
dolgke AU o FgAE
HYFIE THHPAM FFHHL
oz o F9 W & 7H
el 3T M FYeol A &
gAA gt

Y2 dAME nEFY F
o)l 77tE F9eg UL A
AEUS. 2 gl dlz F3el
daMe 1MLEE 22 5 3
Agvnh. F Bae =39 T2
ARAN HEAE& & AYJT.

o|s} o] Ego] HAZ F5
TER Z9] FRo] WIEA] HH
Hoz WolgdAE AL oty
Yt

2 A7 A gAeM 2
A FL 223 &4 F29
d& FHE MFI AE AR

= A9 B od A %
v 2E&FdA FAeol UA =HA
T, 222 &5 2229 A E
A4 "9a7 dEddh

agez g EA7 LA
R& A& A4EHAM =FAFS
Moz JE AL AT 2
F7 a8 dojy BA T2 Y
Fo £40l € Az I 5 3l
#4t}.

ks
=
=]

P =y [V
=EAGNE m4Eo d&

Al#et7] Ao AP EE

AN Y&7ia AAE e

A R FATL, A3 OGS A

gL ARk & "ot YF

1=

1. A (g B whdelyt
1d 5. 9, A7 g
AMe FaA g 2+ A
FUo. 439 7 Ao
=& 4AlL)

2. LA ZH(AE B 27 94
FE 2F 54 §)

3. 329 g5 (P15 AY
1A12+% 100090 5)

4. 9F AEA7I(hE 2593



20

1 B 1000/ & )

4. B0 (EA25H
SINAYA )
UEDEEICO>WTEZWESL

Ep XTHIHIE, FISRNLH

HIZOoWTH, THboDERE

[DIEWEEETORAN T &/2T

K&5, sicn, ABANH

ATE HBETH, BHEAANH

ATE HFEL REDEEINE

AaXnhEzd, TIHrH, TOE

BKRTIE OB A20EIEH V) EE

ho HEIFDOEFZEZHALE

EXTTFE W,

7272, Bl IEERAESE X
THWTWBIHEE (RHEED
HOUDIZEHWVWTWVWRIHEEDZ
&) Tlid. AREER & 0BRFR
T, ERLEETROONIME
FlEFEXICCWBEELHY F
F0 ZO&SBBEICIF. B
TIIEEITHRD EHLDH 5T
M&>5,

7o, HENXIBEADERE
BICEX <HWwWZ &xMB KX
T, ERENIRYRIFEVET D
XX VTS Y EH A,
ZD &S5 BnGE, AELEXY
BHREANDRBICILD LBRT B
ZEbHYETo BEEEIAHR
KTTF&Eu,

IR EEMBIHEH
B ERRTFEES KA
BT R ZBERECEL
THEERT X,

1 AEME (w3 FH—

FERBETRESR

EHRHNT F E—58
EEENRIBERR
E °)

2 THEEME PImEEAE
ITEREE)
3 I& (Bm—@A 1588
B — 1@/ B 10005 E
4 EIEHAH (Bl WESHE
B ERTE)
MBEERRELE BRS
B O EMERER EY
BEELECERWIA.
MmE2z NEAEBX
TN BEAAE BRTH
—BUSAEELY FER
B, Bl B ERSR

4. Payday (example: 25th day of
every month)

If a contract is made for the items
stated above, then any dispute like
the one we've discussed will be
resolved at an amount close to
your request.

In any case, when you as a
foreigner work in Japan, the same
laws being applied to the Japanese
will be also applied to you.
Therefore, in this sense, there is no
worry. You should clearly insist
on your workers' rights.

However, you should also know
that if your work involves
activities other what you are
qualified for (that is, you are
working without official
permission), rights established
under law cannot be easily insisted
upon because of'the problem ofthe
Immigration Bureau. In this case,
you have to carefully select your
consultant (lawyer).

Moreover, some employers may
sometimes treat foreigners
illegally since the latter have no
knowledge of Japanese laws. If
this occurs to you, your troubles

Photo by RYU HASHIMOTO
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may often be solved by consulting
a lawyer or the like who has the
ability and is able to carry out
negotiations between you and your
employer. You should consult

lawyers without hesitation.

— What Is Dismissal Pay?—
When an employer dismisses an
employee, the employer is
legally obligated to notify the
employee of dismissal at least
one month in advance of the
If the
employer fires you suddenly

date of dismissal.

without prior notice then he
must pay you the ordinary
wages for the period of time of
less than one month from the
day of notice. If the employer
notifies you six months in
advance of the day of dismissal,
he has to pay you wages for six
months. In any case, you have
the right to receive wages for
one month if you are suddenly
fired.

Also, the LAFLR (Association
of Lawyers for Foreign
W orkers) is always ready to
offer legal consultation related
to foreigners. This is not a
government organization so
that you can consult the LAFLR

without worry.
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Words are culture. Their meanings, even when using the same word, can differ greatly depending on culture. We hope to show you the many expressions created by different countries' cultures.
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BEFE-LSVELIR? A BIBRENDT  ihe word Nose”

EIA 55
=% # % < (HANA GA KIKU)

ER : 2 34 Meaning: o|Ol.
1TEEAH Lo 1.E8EH 1. Sense of smell is very sharp 1.£Zo| g7t ¢},
2.8 AL L, 2. A B A 2. Good perception 2.8¢o| gct.
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AR Example: = o xo
KANOJYO WA Bl A wEEFR TENSER She is very sensitive to a story o _":.:_j' .If = H let s
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NIWA HANA GA
KIKU

% T % 5 (HANA DE WARAU)
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BASTELASHES

PEICHS 55,

<1’
B, ACE&ZE &L

28 WTE, B

<BEADTTEL &

Meaning:

Boasting about oneself

Example:

She shows off her richness.

Meaning:

A man who is confident about
girls and trunks he is sensual.

Example:

Meaning:

Having been hit, the nose has
turned blue.

(A person asks somethin? of
someone but is rejected. )

—EFGEERERX.

Example:

A person has left home and is
livms by mmself/herself as an
adult. But he or she knows
nothing of the world and will
soon bang his/her nose,
causing it to turn blue.
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Meaning:

A fly is resting on the tip of
one's nose. (A person who is
not aware of being hated by
others.)

PlaERIBRIF HEARGERRER FMUNEFZHRE O

WU LUN QAO NA ER GONG B
ZUOTA ZONG SM XIANG m
TOU CANG YING,SUO VI si
CHU BU SHOU HUAN YING
W22 FE®Bix i RU LED
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B BEEHERKO
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*EE!
mpoke one's nose into—

Meaning:
& , Bk

To interrupt or get involved

in someone else's business or

affairs.

Example: She's always poking her nose

Bl 3

mcannot see beyond one's nose

Meaning: = ok
To only consider things that
are very obvious and have no
imagination  for other

possibilities.
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Example:

A fly resting on the tip of
someone's nose in their place
of work, where people hate this
person.

Meaning:

Snorino sounding like thunder.

A BEAE CERXFREXHFRC

Example:

His house is made of wood. So his
neighbor can hear his thunderous
snorins and cannot sleep well
because of the noise. Yet the
neighbor cannot help laushing even
while getting angry.

BHR . THHANSE

B REBVGOANMARD

Example: He cannot imagine a different solution to that problem.He can't see beyond his nose!
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mpay through the nose

Meaning: -
| hrough th T B
t you pay through the nose Tor _ . <
A ENBEELSO ES
something.You pay a very ns
o

high price for it.

BB BETE 2E °

Example: It's a terrible motorcycle, and what annoys me is that 1paid through the nose for it.
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Meaning:
The nose touches when one
falls down. That is, something
is very near.

Example:
My house is so close that if I
fall my nose will touch our
company.

Meaning:
The nose lowers. A normally
bossy person, when he meets
someone stronger, withdraws.

Example:
Go out there and tell him off !

MOGOYA YANGBANIDA)

Meaning :
Even if a man's nose is three feet
high, he cannot be rich if he
doesn't eat. Substance is more
important than appearance.

Example:
Even if you have a nose three
feet high, unless you eat you
will never be rich. You just
study and study. What will you
do if you only play?
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A fascinaiing_variety of people have made their wav to Japan from their countries of birth. We will ask them to tell us about their home towns. This month features Pusan, Koreai
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Pusan... APort City with
an Aroma of Salt Air and
a Warm Heart

Mother's Home Town Guide:
Ms. JUNG HEA

Mis. Kei was born in Pusan, Korea
1963.
university

After graduating from a

started
In 1987,
she met a Japanese man in Korea who

in Pusan, she
working for a travel asent.

was si¢htseeing jitnis lucky man is now
her husband. When they married in
1990, they moved to Japan. While she
was in university, she majored in
Japanese language and was used to
listening to a radio program received
across the sea from the Fukuoka
Broadcasting Station, Japan. She says,
"I liked this program very much and
mailed cards

even them post

requesting music."

Second Largest City in Korea
Pusan is the largest port city in
Korea. It is the country's second
largest city and about 80% of
imported and exported goods are
transported through

Originally, Pusan was nothing more

Pusan.

than a small port town. After the first
1876, 3
ports were opened, mciuding Pusan.

asreement with Japan in

Pusan become an active place. It
adopted its present cosmopolitan
character after the June 25, 1950
Conflict (this is called the Chosen
(Korea) War in Japan). As the war
progressed, the capital, Seoul, was
occupied by the North Korean Army,
and many citizens escaped from
Seoul to Pusan, which became the
tentative capital. As a result, Pusan
was greatly affected by the urban
culture and living habits brought by
people from Seoul. This transformed
the city into a more refined port area
and the second largest city in the
country.

"I was born in Deshindon, in the
westest district of Pusan. This area is
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known as an education center
because of the many schools here.
Nampodon, is similar to Tokyo's
Shibuya, with movie theaters, coffee
shops and bars. Recently, very
fashionable boutiques and shoe
stores comparable to those of Japan
line the street. Moreover, stalls
selling food and clothes stand side by
side in front of these shops. Well-
dressed girls can be seen eating Tigin
(Tempura), Sunde (chozume which
is Korean sausage filled with mochi
rice and spices ) while walking along
or standing on the street. This dish
costs 1,000 to 2,000 won (200 - 400
yen).

Recommended Date Course

When summer comes, many people
from all over Korea visit Haeun Dae,
the country's best swimming beach.
When I was a student, I had a part-
time job in a stall at Haeun Dae.
Some stalls at Haeun Dae place
parasols on the sea beach for lovers.
I wonder if they are still there?
Others offer karaoke, various liquors
and drinks, and a charming interior
finish. Prices of course are hi¢h at
these stalls but they are a race sight
because of government policies after
the Soul Olympics.

If you go up into the mountains from
Haeun Dae and look towards Ulsan,
one can see before them the eastern
sea (Japan Sea) and log teahouses
have been built to attract young
customers. Haeun Dae is a trendy
spot where lovers choose to enjoy
their sprinstime. My first date here
with my husband was also at Haeun
Dae (laughter).

After I graduated from university,
my family moved to Dyondon, a
It has
another large swimmins beach,
"Kouanri," which is comparable to
Haeun Dae in size. It takes about ten
minutes by car from Haeun Dae. The
southern district also has a good

calm residential district.

walking area which is not known
well. It is a burial ground for UN.
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soldiers killed during the June 25
Conflict. It covers a very wide area,
and includes in the front a municipal
museum exhibiting the cultural
remains of Korean Gaya. After a
visit here, it is nice to climb to the
open spaces of a cultural hall located
on a hill nearby. The sunset from
here is so beautiful that it fills you
with a joyful feeling. When the
sunset was just beginning, I would
end the day by going to a teahouse
called "Free Poet" located below the
cultural hall. With its wooden floor
and dark lighting, the shop has a
stylish atmosphere. Fabo tea is
always served instead of water. It is
served in a glass even in winter and
its color is close to a beautiful red. It
tastes better than coffee. Anyway, I
always really enjoyed walking this
particular course.

The Fish Market and
Jakaruchi Ajunma

Another feature of Pusan is its fish
market. Business continues all day
long from four or five in the
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morning, and the market 1s full of

people at all times. On the first floor,
fish freshly landed from boats are
orderly arranged.
here, sellers will make sashimi for
you on the spot and you can eat it in

If you buy fish

dming rooms located on the second
and third floors. The fourth floor is
for selling dried seafood. Several
buildings of this kind are located in
the market.
fish market are called

This means strong and

Women working in the
"Jakaruchi
ajunma."
vital, with a lust for living.

People in Pusan use rough words and
have hot tempers, but they also have
warm hearts and are very humane.
They frequently say, 'Even though
your son goes to Seoul to work, he
should find a wife in Pusan.'

When I think of Pusan in Japan, I
always recall the aroma of the salt

"
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Compare Our Prices to
Anywhere in the World!

We'll take the time to
answer any

travel inquiries.
OPEN: 9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
LICENSE No. 5343
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Are you looking for new friends? Do you want to learn a foreign language? Looking for a job? Do you want to study something? Would you like to join a group activity? This is your chance to ask for or respond to anything.
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GIVE & TAKE
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(Takaliasm Motohuimy

TEL 03-3440-2778)
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I am happy to give you a used
FAX. It is made by NEC, and has
been used for five years. I
welcome anyone willing to come
and pick it up.

(Motofumi Takahashi

Tel.: 03-3440-2778)
Electric lamp shades. Free of
charge. One black, one white.
Choose the color you like. Like
new. (Haruko Matsushima, OU
Ohta-ku)

Please give me a refrigerator free
of charge. (A larse one if
possible). Am Iaskins too much?
I have to find some way to
overcome the hot summer in
Tokyo. (Ryou Koh-lan)

I would like to give away ten back
issues of the quarterly journal
"GINNKA" (Nos. 81 to 90),
featuring Japanese traditional arts
including pottery, lacquer, dyeing,
etc., as well as Japanese manners
and customs.

starting point

This is a good

for learning
Japanese culture.

(Noriko Shibuya, housewife)

TEACH & LEARN
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I will teach Kayagum (traditional
Korean musical instrument) on a
person-to-person basis to those
interested in this music. Time,
place and fee can be decided later
after talking.

(Kim Faja, Chiba Pref.)

I am thinking of reading the God
of Guatemala Indio Myth story
"Popol Voh" I would like to meet
someone who can teach me a
Mayan dialect (Kichie) as well as
Spanish. Please call me.

(Mamiko Yanagisawa, Itabashi-ku)
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[Futabakai City Clinic] Tel 03-3440-2778)
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WANTED

WORK & EMPLOY

BRELX ABE. BE
BEX.SREXK
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(ZE®& CITY CLNIC
TEL 03-3440-2778)
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MOVING
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1 We are looking ror Dersons who
can work as nurses, receptionists,
medical clerks and accountants.
Our hospital has a cheerful
atmosphere and Is located in
Gotanda, Shinagawa-ku.

(Futabakai City Clinic
Tel.: 03-3440-2778)

2 We need photographer's assistants
(we need young people with
vitality who work as

apprentices ).

(Sakijima Office, Nerima-ku)

can

IN/OUT

This month I married and will
move out of an apartment I have
been sharing with two other men
(American, Australian). So I need
to find someone to replace me.
Your rent would be about 70,000
yen per month (expenses for
water, electricity & heating are
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years old and come from Taiwan.
I need friends who can read
Japanese novels and talk together
in their spare time. I especially
like the novelist Akutagawa.

(Riei Chin, Minamoto, Katsushika-ku)

I am very much interested in
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Ratherthan be taken by the wind,

Iwant tojump into it;

Rather than dwell on the past,

I want to grasp the future;
Rather than be recognized for
courage, I want to admire
friendship's silence;

Rather than dash down a hill,
Iwant to walk slowly up a slope;
Rather than be worked by time,

Iwant to be a creator oftime

A faint hope is a dream,

A lost hope, despair;

Between people - humanity.
Between moments - time;
Imagination - thought, pensive.
Emptiness - blank, nothing;
Judsiing alone - dictatorship.
Sinking quietly - silence;

This is the present

Lyrics: Kazuki Tomokawa

(A 23 Year Old's Protest)
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Opinions heard on the street. Readers' comments. Expert suggestions. Famous and ordinary people.

Foreigners and Japanese. Voices will all be heard.
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GARBACE

Garbage disposal land (land fills) for
the Tokyo metropolis will be filled
to capacity within the next four
years, yet many people are not
especially concerned in the future of

While we
bottles, food
containers, dry cells and paper

garbage
continue

disposal.
to use

packaging, and ponder over whether
we are separating our burnable and
unburnable garbage, the refuse
surroundina :us is increasing at an
alarming speed.

Ever since mankind first appeared
on the earth, we have seen a constant
escalation of garbage, rubbish,
wastes, etc. Garbage is truly the
"footsteps and a
civilization without garbage has

never existed in history.

of progress"

However, these footsteps of
progress are now beginning to
trample the earth.

Garbage

important problem

suddenly became an
recently in
Japan. Everybody now recognizes
the necessity of separate collection
of combustible and non-combustible
garbage. Yet residents from foreign
countries are often criticized for
their attitude
collection. They apparently have a
different view from the Japanese
with respect to garbage problems.

towards ruboish

Also, garbage problems are different
between their own countries and
Japan.

Thoughts of Asian Residents

"About three years ago in Malaysia
where I lived before coming to
Japan, people burned their garbage
in front of their home. There was no
garbage problem.
excessive packaging and people

There was no

hardly threw away larse things such
as refrigerators.
collected by persons operating

Beer bottles were

recycling businesses.
garbage accumulation sites have
been formed at several points along

Recently ,
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the street. But there has never been a
feeling of a garbage crisis.
(Housewife from Penang Island,
Malaysia)

"Administrative policies on garbage
are different between Japan and
Taiwan. Japan is moving more
quickly. In Taiwan, we dispose of
garbage  without separating
combustible and noncombustible
items. This is picked up by garbage
trucks every morning. Garbage
problems in Taiwan mainly involve
the objections of residents living
near proposed garbage disposal
sites." (Male office worker from
Taipei. Taiwan)

"In Korea, the polyethylene bags
given out by supermarkets are
creating a pollution problem.
Therefore, bags which decompose
in the earth have been developed and
are being sold. As far as the garbage
problem is concerned, the
administration is still taking the
leadership. Separate collection has
already started. But residents are not
all that careful in separating things,
and collectors also make mistakes in
transporting the different garbage."
(Housewife from Pusan, Korea)

"In China, garbage is not
problematic at all. And people are
unable to imagine a garbage
problem." (Student from Shanghai,
China)

Thoughts Will Change if
Information Is Availalile

Japan is said to be "a developed
country regarding garbage problems
in Asia." However, most people
from foreign countries do not know
how garbage is disposed of in Japan.
It is collected only on predetermined
days. and must be separated into
combustible and noncombustible
items before leaving it for the
garbage truck. Foreigners living in
Japan have no way of knowing this
if they can not read Japanese. Such
people have created problems
related to garbage disposal. But this
can be prevented if information is
transmitted accurately to these
people.

An environmental protection group
in Ikebukuro, Tokyo made
signboards describing "how to
dispose of garbage" in Japanese,
English, Chinese and Korean
languages, and the group wanted to
create a starting point for promoting
interchange between foreigners and

VOICE

9 9 X gue” (Lol
Aol HEFH 24, FH)

‘PAR} A=
RY gviEt Qo]
A ZHEUT. 287 U¥F
A g3 2z HIgd W
ol 2 7|x7} 7HAIME 4
o= ouke] 27 A4
god F2 Wy 434 F
W] Fdlo o3 R F
AZoAL" (% d&f &
A, AR

“UFNNE FHAA F
EudEE7 FHEAR 5
I UEFEUT. TN FHI )
E GE5dA EIEE 25}
M=o s Yy
2#7] ZAd FAE o g
= gRFzE e 23
FAE A FHAT, 287 &
HEls &5 oy HAd )
UreE AR oy, Yo
HEE 78 Fo] ZE
ZYAZMAY S Ao ALY
U (3= A 24, F
®)

“Z3ol AL 2d7E A
3 EAANEHL A ger,
AFEE 28717t EA7 H
geays A= Y4
" (T3 Aol 24, £8
A)

et Mol XISt

OJ|AI0l HEALCH

oA o} Zt Fo| M ‘2
718A AAF’ olg B+
g9 gy 2478 93
g g wgAY EAET
HAES U = &8
o] fx UM & AFE
2 28 B Y A A R
€. A% A YA E
2=y 2847& HElE HE
RET. ZAAAR 27
FAE EART & FA0
o7 EZEo EowT.
ZAE AR} GASA AL
52 g3 gige A 9F
A7 3 A GFRHe] 2 F9
Az f)’ g FAZ &
A O ARFZANE BRAR
ZEA} gFo], Yo}, F,
FTIHOR W/R 24979 ¥
o B3 BATE B A

A&
A

I

35



36

V O 1 C E

<2T, NEAOERZT NFT
LNEER-o MBREHRNES
ALED>TVWEVWCZE, B
EA LHBTER EOXFED &»
HPHICELD, ERXRR-MRT
. REREBES L -7 HF AKX
. PEE. NTILHt
RO IR TERRIRER YH L
o TEHOBEHSOERS.
BHREEORY c2AAT 3,
rFAE ARICRAEHFE, O
DELAENFPHPSTFRVE L
o TOVXRNFBERAROT, T
<HBAHIFrBEHELEGF 0 EFRT
CdZoRAENF&2 %
HoTHhsE, BICEELTWY
9. 2T, TIHSEER
ARFAENE, BOEBHIRS
ZEILBBTLES, KN SH
RIZKREFE2DVOAICE, —
ZEICIIoFEzE LTVET,

= - =
=, KE

TIFERBRT 00
-%. 3-0Yy /N0 F3M
BOEER, . 77V AORR

/N TR20E <s5VHEA 5,
HRHTA, EEOT I (FH
DB YVIZEAODTLEARR NMIE
HTIUHALSOILLTVET, £
NEoREHNSHTIZ BS< K
V EBRICHL THBX Y R¥®
mFfR E, BEARTHKRD 3
BO2TLED &53BENZERKR>
TETES DE, BEVATRHE
BOZE. MEREPICTDEE
BEFEENSEDLOD>THVOE

EBVET, (772 R NNV
HE EX)

COFREELIARIOIL —
STORRICELSBUTWVS, E
FTEHFLVYZEET 245E
ERT, BUBAGNFS O “22
FLVL £FICR-2T <%EW
S52&EEBS D, LA L, XH
FEEEE FET IILF v UK
ICitFREE—fLic@rbE TV
%, HbRYPEVEELIIMEE
BITEEhZWESS, &I
FEICOT BEREVESE &
BR2ERISHET L,
rBENFS, BATVSHE
., COFFETKEFETEM
ENBIMLTR.D C& FER

MRS T HEER
, RERIBREEBEER

7 °
bEt = WX 1E 4B A&
WEREIFRHOKE] , X

e NEREEEE ST
JE b BNE YT IR
R e BT BAEEAE
BB AEEERNES Y
8]

Bk BIsk B AR A 8
BEENEIR ° =HRkE
SR A, B HE, BT
BEARE © R RKEB NS
5B SR, BRAS R
o0 RATRAR HE A B R
Rt EE SREE T B
W B R BAGMNE A,
@2 4 B R R

=

HRAEEBRRE?
ERBRIMNK BRMEEL
EE | FEEBIERE?
(BREKRH =+ FrE
HEEMERRZRE. 2R
CHREFE T, WEREE
BEYHA O MURREEZH
IR %, MIEREEHY
KR FHER, £ BFE
ERHHREE, BRERE
WEEABEMRRERZ
BE AP ERANEE

BREZRERETH, |
(£E B2, ER)
ERDFEAMEE, MED
MEZRAEAIEREAL ° B
EEMm . KEBGEEGEXH
BHEBELEER , XEhF
WHEIAE “EB BEE
WHME B XA EM,
BBARE, EEHERER
BE—Am ° BEERIAEN

local residents witn these
signboards.

The housewife from Korea
previously quoted says,

"Conveyance of information is very
important. Several weeks after
coming to Japan, I did not know how
to dispose of garbage and I was
confused. Fortunately, my husband
is Japanese and he helped me solve
the problem. I also happen to know
that there is a garbage incinerator in
an area not far from my residence. If
harmful gases are released from this
incinerator, we might absorb them.
So I'am trying to spread information
concernins garbage
foreigners who have recently come
to Japan."

among

Canthe Garbage Problem Be
Solved?

Let's take a look now at the garbage
situation in France, where collection
measures are progressive.

"In Paris, rubbish such as cans, glass
and paper are collected in bins
installed on streets and recycled.
This besan about twenty years ago.
Household garbage does not amount
Old beds and chairs
discarded on the street may become

to much.

a garbage problem in Japan. But the
situation in France is different.
Young people customarily pick up
these beds and chairs from the street
and use them in their own homes.
Traditionally, French people use old
things as valuable possessions for

[ERi

many vears as a matter of custom."
(Painter from Paris, France)

The French experience seems very
similar to the situation in Malaysia
mentioned above. People may at
first enjoy a life of consuming useful
and new things and then return to a
more traditional and modest life of
putting a value on used goods. But
true? It that
civilization's almost insensible and

is this seems
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very actAive atte‘mps t? unify the | | A4ste =35 iy
world will certainly bring garbage = g0 E3of =
problems to every country. e L oojmal ste o
The Chinese student who said ME me dEnt g2 dE
=| (=3
previously that "there was no x| g1k HAZZE &8
garbage problem in China added, &4 & ole HALcH (%—E‘-, A
JThe prillalem 1now bemlg f-acz(:llby 50| =4l/ S 3 AoH)
apan will surely occur also in China -

A o4 = e A odod
several years from now. But we amezlgol EME & Gl
liave sufticient time. From what has B 22E0 EY. 31 EX
been learned and experienced in HAE 22 AMISXR gto
Japan, we will be able to find M o |7t
solutions or alternative ways with
respect to garbage." (Student from
Shanghai, China)

Our civilization has unavoidably
created garbage. We must now
consider better ways of living.
The ed-itorigl department of "We're" ; . We'reHa 2= 3|92 s
xziizelrrsle is now recruiting new EisiuUD

: . . s|dl= 60002!. o Boles
The annual membership fee is 6,000 "
yen. This includes the subscription 1‘;‘—1&'04 Vl/ele:r"‘éﬂﬂ UHed
fee to "We're" meagazine forone year 1 121 @2l= We're TIMES

plus the participation fee for "We're I 2 7}H|7} Z &t L|ct. CE&! %
TIME" activities held once every | 7}x| 7|&lo|L} SHAIS 7H%|sh
month. Also included in the fee are JIL} EXMESE 98 LctH

special discounts, presents, event Weens TIMEE =258
participation and much more! SIAIZH O o e ;:
ooz HM<Ra & X0

International exchange is not the oniy
aim of "We're TIME". otil, dofl Mtfe OIS 7lz2l ot

Another purpose is to get togetheras g 7MH7| S Ol 248t 2 &
neighbors and become friends. olL|ct. oiZ|Ltet AMEfS 0] S
People from various countries join us I 04 ZtX}7} At7|Lta CHES| &
every month o have franklgojiol s #EolLt ¢ =0l
iscussions. emes cover suc _ AN
topics as experiences in JaparLIIOH IS A+%|_EK{|O]J [_:HOH H
# Fxs s st ¢ 2E o

insights into your home country their I = ° > i
country or thoughts on issues social. 1 3 & StLXA} st= AlZHIL

These thems are decided before each !
meeting.

Hereafter, the editorial department is i
considering briefly summarizing in i
the magazine the themes taken up at I
each month's gathering.

We would like to see as many people

gtozWe're TIMEOIM Lt
2 ENGIE x|Hoi| Hl&sHM gt
AWs7tmAt gLlch od2{EE
o #7tS ZIcHEruct.
gl210] £loi= WeVe TIVEQI

as possible participate in our "We're 2| FH7be= AbgQlL|Ch. £
TIME" get-together. Of course, EA|3|3 & &1 Ql&L|ct. (B
participation is open to members. OisKk>O00)

We are also accepting group
membership, (group membership
discounts are also available)

If you live in a remote area and are
unable to participate in the meetings,
we will send you a newsletter]
detailing each month's highiights.

24742lo4M Were TIMEOI
z7tst7| ofgde €S M= S
2ol Ligs 2= 2= MAl
g1a mm a8 =2uck.
AME LIge
2THS 169

i

For more information please contact: I E3 % AMFFTF stFRYs
"We're TIME" / 1-19-9
Membership Recruiting Section, We're TIME

1-19-9 Hyakunincho,
Shinjuku-ku. Tokyo 169
Tel.: 03-3361-0722
Fax.: 03-3361-0221

Slisa HE o=z
TEL 03-3361-0722
FAX 03-3361 -0221
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It's in the Stars. This Month's Horoscope Sign

gXt2|2 BN EE= O] 2o <M. o= .

Shishiza (Lion) Persons Born
between July 23 and August 22
Bossy and optimistic.

This person helps others and has a
strong sense of responsibility. He or
she is also naturally cheerful and
bright and never worries. Even
when involved in some trouble or
fight, this person will never blame
his or her opponent and maintain a
generosity and pureness. This is the
greatest charm of the Shishiza.
Sometimes, however, this creates
arrogance. It is thus necessary to
accept others' opinions.

oF S¥or ...

MXNXNX 7/23-8/22 XK
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XXXX. XXX X XXX X
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X XX XX XXX XX XX
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XXX KIXIXIXIX XX KX X
XXX KXXX XXX XXX
XXX XXXXX X KXIXIX
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X KKXK. XX XXXX X
XX XXX XIXIXIXIX XX (X
XXXX.
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Money Work Lucky number
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After releasing our first issue in June, our editorial department received
various reactions from numerous people, parties and sroups. We haven't
been able to respond by letter yet, but have gone ahead with our next
issue. We will, ofcourse, always be ready to try new things. Atthe same
time, we also believe that our top priority is to reflect our readers' voices
in the pages of this magazine.

In issuing We're monthly, we are findins that the most important but
hardestjob is to translate languages speedily and accurately.

Instead of merely being a means of transmission, words and sentences
are culture itself. This imposes a major challenge in translating into
another language.

Instead of word-for-word translation, the members of our editorial
department also try to approach the "culture" of a respective lansuaae.
We therefore greatly appreciate readers’ opinions and their cooperation

extended to our editorial staff. fC)
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