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We're takes pleasure in interviewing and offering close-up profiles on foreigners living in Japan. This month introduces Mr. Mou Foason, a Chinese who was bom in
Vietnam, grew up in Laos and is now the manager of a Taiwanese restaurant in Japan.
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Have Hope and You Can
Overcome Anything

Always Carry a Notebook
My favorite Taiwanese restaurant is
open from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 a.m.
daily, yet the manager is always
there when | go in to eat.

Mou Foason is 38 years old. He
speaks Japanese fluently and learned
ii wiihoul going to language school.
Since coining to Japan, lie has
always carried a small notebook
with him; il is about the size of his
palm. Me uses it to learn Japanese
and also lo write down words he
recalls when he feels kmely. So far.
he has gone through more Ihan ten
notebooks. Each is a mixture of
Chinese and Japanese words and
romaji. They could be said to be the
foot-sieps of his many years in
Japan.

He comments, "If someone bumps
into me and says 'sorry' in a irain.
then | wriie what they've said clown
in rOlvuiji... He keeps his notebook
with him even in the kitchen.

Choosing Japan

Mou Foason first came to Japan in
1975. about seventeen years ago.
He worked in restaurants, renewing
his visa in Japan. After five months,
he returned to Taiwan. One year
later, he came back to Japan. And in
this way. he made a total of six
round trips between the two
countries. Visa problems, his
mother's illness and military service
all worked to keep him going back
and forth. The biggest reason,
however ,was that he was wavering
between Japan and Taiwan, both of
which were new countries to him.
He says, "After coming to Japan
three times, | decided not to go back
to Taiwan again. | elected to stay in
Japan even if il meant doing so
illegally."

"l did not want to live in Taiwan,
because the language was different.
| speak Cantonese and Standard
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Chinese (Mandarin) but not
Taiwanese. O f course, the siiuaiion
was the same in Japan. | couldn't
speak Japanese. | had no place to
live. Life was not easy."
In 1983, on his sixth trip to Japan, he
finally made up his mind. He
decided to stay.
He paid a lawyer 300.000 yen and
submitted an application as a
refugee. Two vyears later, he
received visa approval.
So why did he finally selecl Japan?
"Basically ,because Japan is safe,"
says Mr. Mou.
Sincere words, no doubt, from
someone who had wandered from
Vietnam to Laos, Thailand, Taiwan
and Japan as a political refugee.
"Bui Ihe soul of the Japanese people
has changed compared to ten eyars
ago," laments Mr. Mou. "Ten years
whi'n | asked n Jnnanese the

Mou Foason

Mo[XFoason was born in Vietnam in 1954.
When he was around two years old. the
Indochina War ended and the French
departed His family, sensing danger,
escaped to Laos through Cambodia
together with other families In 1975.
when the Vietnamese invaded
neighboring Cambodia. Laos too
became an Dfsafe couniry. Eighl
members of his family escaped to
Thailand. They stayed one week in a
cheap hotel, took passports and went to
Taipei. There he worked at a tile factory
for one and a half months. When one of
his friends said he could get belter pay in
Japan, he decided to give ita try

This is a life half spent crossing the Asian
Continent tossed by political changes
and wars. The eldest of eighl brothers
and sisters, his father was born in Canton,
China and his nationality is Chinese.
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wayv, he or she would kindly take me
in the right direction. Now. you
don't even get an apology when
someOlie bumps into you. These
days, many Japanese probably think
that foreigners are a bother." 01.
course, he has always looked at
Japan from a foreigner's point of
view. Nevertheless his words make
may heart ache.

Cooking Is One's Parents
Two years ago, Mr. Mou married a
Japanese woman. Me met her at a
restaurant in Shinbashi where she
was working part-time. They
already have a son: his name is San
Ron in Chinese and Yoshitaka in
Japanese and he is one and a half
years old and looks like his father.
When the father is holding the son,
he looks very very happy.
Yoshitaka speaks little yet, and
communication between them is in
Japanese. Mou Foason wants to
teach his son English and Marderin
Chinese. "You can live anywhere if
you speak both English and
Marderin Chinese | he says.

His restaurant opened last year and
is doing very well ihese days. He
notes, "Cooking is the essence of
one's father and mother." "The taste
| learned from my parents permeates
my body, and | cannot live without
it."

The president of the company which
owns the restaurant made Mr. Mou
manager. He recognized his ability
and has also known Mr. Mou since
his second visit to Japan.

Mou Foason says, "It's been more
than ten years since | came to Japan.
But still | worry sometimes. The
members of my family continue to
live in different places. What should
I do it' | no longer have customers?
W ill | someday be able to have my
own store? | still carry the fear deep
in my soul from when | escaped
from Laos. | really don't know
where | should go from now. |don't
know what | should do from now. |
feel like | am lost in a forest. My
mother, two younger sisters and one
younger brother have already come
to Japan. But my father and one
younger sister went to France in
1977 and | haven'’t seen them since."
Finally, some words written in Mou
Foason's notebook says, "If there is
hope, man is always able to
overcome difficulties."
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Stamina Food: "Samugetan”

w h

sentative stamina food for the hot | A 04 S&%&of H.Cm CHEZQI

summer. A whole young chicken
is used. It is boiled for a long pe-
riod of time to produce a delicious
chicken soup high in nutrimenis.
Ingredients (for one person):

Fifty grams of glutinous rice, two
jujubes, two chips of garlic, one
ginseng (fresh), one young chicken
for samugetan (this can be pur-
chased at a grocery store handling
Korean foods), some leeks, sail and
pepper.
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Place the chicken in boiling water (a suffi-
cient amount of hot water is necessary). Boil
for ten minutes at high heat, then simmer

slowly for iwo to three at low heat.
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Wash the chicken clean and fill the inside with gluti-
nous rice, jujubes ginseng and garlic. (Close the hole
by binding with a strong cord to prevent the contents
from coming oui.)
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B COMPANY LESSONS : SENDING WELL TRAINED
INSTRUCTOR -TO YOUR

COMPANY.
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with salt and pepper. And it'll taste even better if you
sprinkle some eul leaks on before eating.
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This year's employment situation is severe
and in complete contrast to last year when

the sellers' market was dominant. The
environment is the same for foreigners. In
the following vye offer the opinions of some
companies currently employing foreigners
as well as those of foreigners themselves.

1992.8 Economic Trend

The Japanese governmeni and nwu*J
economists were unanimous until (be ciul
of 1991. (hat is, laM y

optimistic and bullish views

Heisei booni they expected U :

» l/anagi boom which lastird from 14|,
. Ihc middle of 1970. Nmwithstinulinj :ihis.

the stock market has seen prices plunge w»
an alarmingly low level jus( helore iho
jii llie much c\-
pccicii Y40,000 mark TTie average is nol
»mtHMd *¥16.0K). NTT shares,
offered to the public with grcal fanfare
some lime ago ("one NTT share can buy a
Merccdc/)". are now priced niiscmhly be-
low V600.000.
When will the economy boitoin oui? This
is (he largest concern now in economic
circles. The governmeni says "by this
rail" and business believcs this 01 well.
Bui. to be more precise, Uiey arc merely
clinging to a hope. Profit'andilos?sialfl-
inents for nexi year will again sli©w rc-
duciions in boch revenue and profiumless
the economy boltoms out and lurns up-
ward this fall. Figures ¢M nol shiw tor
half a year when ihe ecdnoim* h”s boi-
lonied oul. After all. ex4f utives jj/ill oe
compelled to run iheir companies
March 1993, depending orfty op fix
The government is preparin
upplcnicmar>, budgel o f# iriUion lo pep
up lhe economy. The bank ot Japan,
moreover, coniinucs ®keep a vigilant
eye. They know better trran anyone else
Ihat super-low interest rales welé (he*
mary instigator of ihe so-called bubble
economy. Yet interest rates have not low-
ered nor have restrictions on investmenis
been relaxed. It seems (hut the aura of
"financial slump" is exerting a powerful
influence on the current business down-
turn. (Shinichi Miyuzaki)
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fhe rormer chairman or Taisei Corpora-
tion once stated, "approximately ten per-
cent of the workers in our company will
be foreigners by the year 2,000." Unfor-
lunalely, only fifty foreigners are work-
ing in Taisei Corp. out of a total of
13.0(H) employees at present. This is far
from his ten percent.

A medium-sized compmer soft-ware
company with 900 workers in total has
hired more than ten foreigners this fiscal
year. That is, the company has hired
more than ten foreigners lor the first
time. That brings the total to twelve -
nine from China, one from Korea, one
from Taiwan and one from Malaysia.
"We'd always had a shortage of system
engineers until last year with a
continuous business upturn." said the
person in charge of employment in this
software company. "We hired about 100
io 150 new graduates every year. Last
year, we even sent letters lo colleges and
junior college and hired 280 persons.
Therefore, the number of graduates
originally from foreign countries
increased naturally. In (his sense, we
have no special hiring limit for
foreigners."

This company hires capable workers
regardless of whether they are Japanese
or foreign, and there are many other
companies which practice the same
policy. However, in this case, the
companies are mostly looking only for
graduates who're specialized in technical
areas.

For foreign graduaies in liberal ans. ihe
employment situnlion continues to be
severe. Further, companies are asKing
for "foreigners whose language becomes
a powerful tool in business." and also
"foreign staff with detailed information
about the countries where the company
does business."
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"l selected an ordinary (and think)
employment information magazine fo
Japanese students rather than one U
foreigner students | said a

female graduate who was em

and is now working for a J
company. "And didn't send post cards
to companies shown in the magazi
Instead. | contacted them directly
phone and found out whether the
person in charge of employment at the
company was seriously thinking of
hiring foreigners."

She studied business administration at
Meiji University and began working
for a major computer company this
spring. She is from Taiwan. 28 years
old and approached fifteen companies.
Also, an engineer from China (30
years old) who also directly
telephoned companies and introduced
himself was employed by a computer
software company two years ago. This
engineer graduated from the
postgraduate school of Tokyo
University. "l first selected several
candidate companies from an
employmeni information magazine for
postgraduate students and called each
one." said the engineer, "but you
should also consider companies where
male or female graduates from your
university are working."

A Chinese lady (28 years old), who is
now studying in a private university in
Tokyo, is also looking for ajob. She is
making full use of the data request post
cards attached to employment
information magazines.

She says. "l always write that | am a
Chinese student and ask them to please
tell me if their company has any plans
to hire new persons. | am only
interested in receiving company data
from those companies planning to
employ new persons. | mailed about
100 post cards and | got answers from
fiftycompanies."

All three of these people chose
aggressive means to establish contact
with the companies they liked. And
companies it seems are not fully closed
to such irregular approaches.
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Advantages and
Problems of
Employment
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One major construction company first
employed foreigners in 1983. so they
have already worked ten years. The
company has also hired several
foreigners every year, but since they
tend to stop working qucikly, foreign
employees have not really taken root
in the company.

The problem caused by employing for-
eigners is of course "the difficulty of
communication due to differences in
language." A particular section first
accepting a foreigner meets the prob-
lem of a language barrier, and so he or
she is transferred to an other section
and then from section to section within
the company.

A medium-sized high-iech company
listed in (he first section of the Tokyo
Stock Exchange liired three foreign
graduates this year for the first time:
one a technical graduate and the other
two from liberal arts. "We are think-
ing of giving responsible positions for
negotiations with overseas enterprises
to these two liberal arts graduates in
the future," said the person in charge
of the personnel section. "So. for rea-
son, we hope they will work until re-
tiremeni."

Some of the foreigners hired by this
company have already called over

their families from China for
permanent residence in Japan.
Nevertheless, companies hiring

foreigners are clearly concerned about
their returning home. Most graduates
say, "l would like to live in Japan
permanently” during employment
interviews. Bui this is not always
possible. Companies are therefore
now seriously reviewing foreign
employment by fully examining the
risks.

Problems related to employing foreign-
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CONTINUING UNTIL THE WORK IS LEARNED

4 of

Companies are eager to take
advantage of "the thoughts, ideas
and sensibilities peculiar t
foreigners." but on the other h
expect ihem to "work until
retirement." a loyalty peculiar to
Japanese society.

A man from China working for
major electric home appliance
manufacturer has concluded.
"When in Rome, do as the Romans
do." having already worked four
years in the company. He is in
charge of business with China and
is not considering returning home.
A man from Korea (36 years old)
working lor an advertising agency
is considering returning home in
ihe future to utilize the knowledge
obtained in Japan there. He says.
"T naturally want to work in my
own country in the future, but I am
very proud of the company where I
now work. Therefore, I will not
quit my present company until
they have expressed their gratitude
lor my manv vears of elToris and
suggest I work in Korea."

Even people considering returning
home believe they will stay in
Japan until they have learned their
field of business and understand
more about Japan, since they have
selected Japan as a place to work.
The Chinese man quoied above
adds "You can't really work unless
you can speak at least a little
Japanese. Moreover, you have to
make efforts to understand each
other and penetrate society."
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they are good in communicating with
other workers within the company.
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A Brazilian lady —26 years old, third
generation Japan Brazilian - was hired
by a plastic parts manufacturer. S'
was originally told that she vvoul
transrerred to the head offic
working, in a local faciory
\itoaiJ)S :'.However, as the time
near ijbthing happened. Finally.
(CaAkiJ the person who interviewed he
A.meetly and asked. "Is there any
problem? When will it be possible to
c’mé6to Tokyo?" Other workers were
gready surprised by her boldness.
,Wha| this episode teaches us is that
sonjeitimes we must stand up for
oyrSelves. It also shows lhat even

fter
A two

Athough the ways ofdoing business may

he different, foreigners also can be
passionate about their work.
Notwithstanding, the number of for-
eign employees is still very small
within Japanese companies. There-
fore, a company is apt to pay attention
to every move a foreign employee
makes, and evcryihing he or she says.
Given such circumstances, the Korean
man employed by an advertising
agency previously mentioned ex-
plains. "I wantto work hard so as to be
agood example of a foreign employee,
especially for those Koreans who may
follow me." | am the first Korean to
work in Japanese advertising. There-
fore, | have a responsibility as a Ko-
rean. This involves pressure, since my
work results will affect other younger
Koreans. | have to be a good example.
By doing so, | will be able to create a
path for other Korean graduates."
Working as foreigners in Japan may
create various problems in the future.
But the most basic matter is, of course,
human relations.

At present, the most important task is
to accumulate experience on both the
side of the company and that of the
foreigners employed.
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A fascinating variety of people have made Iheir way lo Japan from Iheir countries of birlh. We will ask them to tell us about their home towns. This month leatures Penang Island, Malaysia.
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A Southern Isle of Sea
and Fruit - Penang
Island, Malaysia

Mother's Home Town Guide:

Ms. Yeap Choo-Phaik
Ms. Yeap was bom on the Penang Island
in Malaysia in 1966. She is a Chinese
Malaysian whose father came lo Penang
from China. Her pel name frOf
childhood is Celina. She married a
Japanese man three years ago and came
to Japan.

The Beach Is a Five-Minute
Walk from Her House

I was horn in a village called

Kampung Chettiar Batu

Feiringhi in the northern part of

Penang Island. Compared to

Georgetown,

near

the northern part has many raised
houses and is still traditional.

It's just a five-minute walk from
If | feel
hot. | can jump into the sea at any

my house to the beach.
time. We don't wear swimsuits.
Local people wear T-shirts and
pants and enter the sea as they did
several years ago.

people have begun
Western clothes.

Recently,

to wear
But swimsuits
make me shy.

Sightseeing Has Made Life
Easier
There are a number of large tourist
hotels along the Batu Ferringhi
road, such as the Lasasayan and
Ferringhi. The area is famous as a
marine resort. The Lasasayan is a
high-class hotel which was built
many years ago, many Japanese
people go there. Resort
condominiums for Japanese have
also been constructed near the
hotel.
booked. Penang was oridinally a
day-trip sightseeing spot, but as
new hotels increased the tourisl
trade grew considerably. This has

Rooms are always fully
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made the island residents' lives
easier economically. Since about
six years ago when the boom
started, more job openings have
become available and many people
are working in the tourist business.
Young people are also becoming
richer now; when they marry, they
buy apartment units and leave their
parents in many cases.

Gardens with Densely

Growing Fruit Trees
My house is also of the raised type.
Since the sun is very strong, we
often played under the house.
Each roOlii is large, and there are
many fruit trees in the garden. In
fact, if all the trees were removed,
we would probably be able to play
baseball game in the garden. But
this is not at all special to the area.
In our garden, there are a lot of
durian and mangosteen trees. So
tourist buses often slop beside the
house. A gmde will poml out the
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trees in the garden and explains the
kinds of fruits. My own home; has
become a famous sightseeing spot!
(laughing).

One of ihe
sightseeing attractions is a tropical

most famous

butterfly garden. This is about a
ten-minute drive from my house
The
garden has several thousands of
butterflies

along a palm-lined road.

and other tropical
insects. Also, nearby, there is a
batik factX 7

Malaysian fabric) and you can go

(traditional
inside. This is a very interesting
place.

Accepting Other Races
Without Interference
The largest cihnic population on
Island
Malaysians, such as myself. Next

Penang is the Chinese

are the Indians. Our various races

coexist peacefully on the small

island. Naturally, religkms arc
varied: Christianity, Islam,
Buddhism and Hinduism. The

official languages are Malay and
English. At

members sometimes use different

home, family

languages.

We have many festivals because of
And

ethnic

the island's various races.
people of differing
backgrounds enjoy participating in
others'

their own as well as

festivals. These races may have
very diflerent customs, but ihey
coexisi withoul serious problems:
this

recognize each other's dilTcrences

is possibly because they
and don't interfere.

Recently. I sometimes get
homesick and hope to return to the
blue

Everything is so busy in Japan.

sea and sky of Penang.
Living is really easy in Penang and
there are many jobs. Moreover,
people are very open and friendly
and make friends with others
regardless of nationality. Ialways
buy a round-trip ticket in Penang,
open forone year, and return home

once a year.
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Brief Introduction to
Penang island

Penang is a small island located on
the west coast of the Malay Penin-
sula. The population is one million or
more. By car, the entire island can be
circled in three to four hours. A
world-famous sightseeing spot, it is
called the "Pearl of the Orient."
Penang Island became a British col-
ony in 1786 prior to colonization of
the Malay Peninsula, and prospered
as an important trade center con-
necting Asia to Europe. As a result,
people flowed onto this island from
other Asian countries such as China
and India. At present, while Malay
people accoDdit for more than 50% of
Malaysia's population, the numerous
Chinese and Indians also living in the
country make it a nation of com-
pound races.
To reach Penang from Japan, you
must first go to Kuala DX pur Airport
on the Malay Peninsula (about six
hours and fifty minutes), and then
board a local airline for another forty
minutes.
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We'll take the time to
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"Inner (Uchi)" and
"Outer (Soto)X

There is a Japanese expression "Uchi
benkei (a lion at home)." This refers
to. for example, a father who is always
rufiled and angry at home, yet a very
gentle person who bows to others
when he is outside. He appears to be
two different people. This type of
person is called a "street angel." In a
somewhat different sense of inside and
outside ,Gorbachev is said lo be a
street angel.

On the oiher hand, some women when
sweeping the road outside their house
merely move ihe dirt in from of their
neighbor's. Such women are the
opposite of a "street angel."

There is also an other expression
which says, "mischief during a trip
goes unnoticed." A Japanese Diet
member while in a foreign country
wrote a dirty word on a very valuable
antiquity. Such is the character of
"Japanese outer" which shows no
common sense: such people don't care
what they do on a street which is not
directly related to themselves: they
freely litter and write grafity.

On February third, the Japanese
traditionally throw beans to celebrate
the start of spring. When throwing the
beans, they say. "Angels in ,devils
oul." From a cynical viewpoint, this
means that they don't care if the devils
go to aeigthbors' houses as long as
their own families are happy.

In any case, the use of "inner" and
"outer" depending on the situation is
still common in all aspects of Japanese
society.

"Inner" is used not only at home but
also in other cases depending on the
situation; a company is sometimes
called MOler." The Japanese nation is
also "inner." A man cleans his house
because he loves it. but the same man
will sometimes forget about his house
and work day and night for his
company.

Japanese society is full of paradox and
complexity. However, if you once
understand its delicate nuances ,you
will soon understand that it is simple
and easily controllable.
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Where's the seat?
| was reallv surprised when | saw a
Japanese-style toilet for the first
lime. | had always assumed that the
western-style toilet was common
ihroughoul the world.
| found oui | was wrong when |
visited a friend's house.
There was no seat. | thought
Japanese seatless toilets were used
only for urination. Buisince | had to
do more that. | asked my friend
"where's the seat!" "you do
everything in here!" he said, point-
ing to a strange .object. Then, he
actually demonstrated how to use a
Japanese toilet in front of me!
These days | feel the Japanese style
is better suited to me. Also, it is a
cleaner and safer style for public
toilets. The only problem now is my
legs getting numb. (Philippine man,
27 years old)

My feet are off the floor!
| am a rather small Japanese girl.
When | visited the United States I
happened to use a public toilet. All
the compartment doors were raised
well above floor level, about 70 cm,
and there were no locks. | assumed
this was to prevent crimes in a coun-
try where the crimes rate is high.
When | sat down, | found my feet
didn't reach the floor, they were
hanging in midair. |If someone
happened to look from the outside,
they would probably think the
compartment was empty.
Suddenly, an American opened the
door, really surprising me. and |
raised my panties in a flurry. | was
so embarassed! Thereafter, | tried to
extend my toes as far as possible
when using a toilet. (Japanese lady,
26 years old)
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Words are culture. Their meanings, even when using the same word, can differ areatly depending on culture. We hope to show you the many unexpected expressions created by different countriesTcultures.
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Appealina Expressions Using
the Word "Ears"

Meaning:
1. loverheard it.
1 | heard ii by chance.
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Example:
| overheard that he is planning
lo move.

Meaning:
I'm tired of hearing that so
many times.

Example:
Don't speak of it anymore
because I'm tired ot. hearing il.

Meaning:
Providing the exact amount of
money or things.

Example:
1will pay the exact amount of
money back to you within this
month.
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Meaning:
If you hear or see the same
thing many times, you will
naturally be affected by it.

Example:
Chun Mei's father was a
composer, and so she was

naturally influenced by her
father from childhood and
came to love music very much.

Meaning:
1. Speak nioulh lo ear.

2. Speak privately by
whispering.
Example:
After hearing his comment, all
the attendants began to
whisper.
Meaning:

Twisting the ears or scratching
the cheeks.
who is

That is. a person
very excited or
extremely joyful.

Example:
He got very excited after
hearing that his friend would
soon marry.
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= Up to one's ears in somethig.

Meaning:
Something that takes up all
time,

your attention or,

resources.

Example: She's up to her ears in debt.

= Go in one ear and out the other.

Meaning:

1. You tell someone to do
something but they ignore
you.

2. You hear something but
you can't comprehend it.

Example:

B

Bl 3

=g

®m To keep one's ear to the ground.

Meaning:
You make sure that you are
well infomed about some-
thing.
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Example: Journalists must always keep their ears to the ground.
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1tell her to stop smoking but it goes in one ear and out the other.
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Meaning :

Select awOlnan with one s ears.
That is, a man should selecl a
woman of good reputation.

Example:

Because one should select a
woman by ear and her reputa-
tion is bad, she is not a good
choice.

0OELESHE M 6O EA L™ ),

Meaning:

Open the ears wide and make
the mouth small. Thai is,
listening well to what others’
say is better than talking too
much yourself.
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Example:

You always speak too much
without listening to others, but
a wise man once said, "open
your ears wide and make your
mouth small."

Meaning:

Ears are a treasure. That is.
your ears are an important tool
for widening your knowledge
by always listening to others
even though your knowledge
may be little in the beginning.

Example:

A wise man said that the ears
are a treasure. So you should
listen more to adults.
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Designer and Model
ELLENBERGER-KIE

Ms. Ellenbuberger-Kie was bom
in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968.
Currently, she is a third-year
student in apparel design at Bunka
Fukuso Gakuin. Her favorite word
is "free." The medium of her
design work is leather. Herthemes
arc Indians and nature.
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Dance or You Lose

—Koenji Awa Dance—
In Awa Dance, which originated in
the Shikoku and Tokushima districts
people shout special phrases when
dancing. Loosely translated, they
mean "dancing fools and watcnmg
fools" and "dance and dance or
you'll fail, because both are fools."
Awa Dance in Koenji, Tokyo is held
on August 27 and 28 (as well as the
evening of (he 26th) every year, and
this one is now crazier than
Shikoku’s.

Groups called Men" gather in the
south and north shopping streets
located on both the sides of Koeniji
JR StatiOli. The people in these
groups just dance and dance, and the
streets fill with dancing people.
The dancing style itself is very
unique. The dancer moves both
hands and legs quickly, coordinating
the movement with traditional
Japanese music. It looks very
simple, but you will find it more
difficult than you think. A local boy
familiar with this dance says,
your muscles in a manner opposite
to walking."

Ren begin practicing in July each
year. They only accept members
who will participate in the dancing
for many years.

However, once you see their crazy
dancing, it's tempting to want to try
it with them. So, "bikkuri ren" are
invited to try their luck. As a rule,
you have to wear yukata (Japanese
summer kimono). At the end of
summer this year, you should try to
become "a dancing fool" as well.

"Use

Other Festivals:

+ Shimokitazavva, August 21.22,23
Awa Dance Festival Market
Bargins for all at  the
Shimokitazawa Shopping Arcade.

* Azabu Juban Shopping Streets:
Snow Festival, international
bazaar, etc.

+ Chuoku Oedo Bon Odori Festival
August 21, 22
Beitara Market. China market and
Plant market in Hamacho Park in
Chuoku
Note: Everyone is welcome to

participate in Bon Odori.
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Getting into

the Festival Spirit:
Yukata (summer kimono) are the
cool way to go because their loose-
ness allows your skin to breathe.
They also have a cooling effect on
people around you. Moreover,
yukata are easy to put on and com-
fortable to wear. Or, if you prefer,
slip into a yukata at home after tak-
ing a bath.
Unless you are looking for a special
brand or high quality, you probably
can buy yukata ,obi and geta as one
set for less than 20,000 yen.
This summer, why not grab your
yukata some evening and walk over
to the local festival?

Putting on Your Yukata: Ladies

1. Putyourarms through both sleeves, lifl
the bottom to the ankles, and wrap it
around your body. Yukata should fit to
ihe body.

2. Wrap your obi around the waist and tie
it. Neatly arrange your yukata. and
then wind and tie a band below ihe
chest.

How to Tie Obi (Ichim oji)

1. Wind your obi almost twice around the
waist. Allow an extra length (60 cm)
for ihe left end portion. Fold this por-
tion in half over itself.

2. Now fold the right end portion simi-
larly. Overlap this with the portion in
step | and wind them. Tie your Obi.
cover the knot with it and turn the knot
to Ihe back. That's it!
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KIM DEFAN
Percussionist in
Permanent Pursuit of the
Universal Hiss
The sounds created by Kim give us
a feeling of the extent of deep
space. His calligraphy states that
"We, as one united body, rise from
earth to heaven,” has become the

foundation of his performance.
Kim Defan was born in Korea in
1933 and began to walk the way of
free jazz sometime after 1980. He
created a unique drum
arrangement containing Korean
drums and Chon Pugu. He uses six
sticks with three held between the
fingers of each hand to play his
The sound generated by
the six sticks deeply permeates the
listener's heart.

music.

In Korea, he is also famous as a
microengraving calligrapher who
has engraved 346 characters on
one grain of rice. The engraved
text is from the Prajita-Paramita-
Sulra. This Prajita-

Paramita-Sustra also reminds us of

micro

the paradoxes of the universe.
Since the latter half of the 1980's
he has continued to visit Japan
several times a year to perform ata
number of venues.

In June, lie was part of a public
performance entitled "Star Road
Asia" with Sueko Koyama. a
dancer. Kouji Ohgushi. a painter
and others in Tokyo and
Shinbashi. Sound, dance and fine
arts were intermingled to create an
infinite cosmo space."

His next performance in Japan wiill
be at Shinjuku PIT INN (03-3354-
2024) on August 12 and at
Romanes Caffe (03-3405-6122)
on August 13.

Kim Defan's CD "Black Rain"
(Soundspace 03-3991-0695) is
now on sale.
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Changing Asia
Southeast Asian Festival '92
A stimulating breeze is likely to
blow this way from Asia in early
autumn of this year.

From the end of August through
September and October, the
"Southeast Asian Festival '92" will
be held in celebration of ASEAN's
25lh anniversary. A colorful
program including dramas, music,
fine movies and other
enteitainment from Southeast Asian
will be presented in: Tokyo, Osaka,
Hiroshima and Fukuoka.

One of the festival's highlights will
be "Southern Winds." This is a
jointly produced film featuring
movie directors from Indonesia,
Thailand, the Philippines and Japan.
Its common theme is "Asia is
changing.”

In the first of four stories, a young
girl travels from a rural village in
East Java to Jakarta, the city of her
dreams. "Mileage," directed by
Suramet Laharjo Shalot, shows
today’s Indonesia as seen through
her eyes.

In "Artwan Paradise | director Mike
de Leon of the Philippines gives us
modern entertainment heaven in a

arts,

black comedy full of irony.

The third piece is called "Tree of
Life." directed by Thailand's Chert
Sonsui. A man who has failed in the
lumber business returns home
dejected. There, before the panha
tree he planted in his childhood, he
regains the will to live.

The fourth wOlk is "Tokyo Game'
by Naoshi Kounoue. This tells the
story ofa man 65 years old who tries
to regain the spring of life in a future
Tokyo.

Also, there is highly interesting and
worthwhile first attempt by four
Asian countries to produce one film.

* Call one of the phone numbers
blow for information concerning
the Southeast Asian Festival.

Tokyo: 03-3780-1840
Osaka: 06-942-2006

Hiroshima: 082-228-2111
Fukuoka: 092-7| 1-4665
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Are you looking for new friends? Do you want lo leam a foreign language? Looking for a job? Do you want to study something? Would you like to join a group activity? This is your chance io ask for or respond to anything.
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(B W EZE [Mabuti Seigo]
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FER,
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RARBEMNXERE, 85055

FERERR AT T, (BEIRIFE,

(f#Lp A & [Kamiyama Yukako]
FiE RN
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(20cm X 44cm), 1004 -3 500

A, BRAAE, Bi0ER«
(FH B F[Hirata Yoshiko]
24 [E)

TEACH

ETRIRIE& S 5 = 8. /s

HEHEERX, ERARHEEH
BEZFEH A0

(BB T [Sudo Masako]

* )T

REEHREBEMSEBH Ko
RAGB THEEBERE BREMH
WERZEE, S, uAAA 8
R REERANE? BFRFBHO
(N X [Kato Yoshio]
KEBHEM , HEE)

WORK&

SREEY. ¥EFENEET

o BAESHEZTHIMHN AR,
thE&Ho

(EMIEE [Mabuti Seigo]

BE BRIER

| would like to drink delicious
coffee. Could you please give
me a coffee maker? Any
manufacture or type will be OK.
(Hayashi Goro, salaried worker

Shinjuku-ku)

I have an insulated hot water pot
and a rice cooker to give away.
The types and functions are not
new but they can still be used for
many years.
(Kamiyama Yukako,
housewil'e/Meguro-ku)

You can buy transparent O.P.P.
vinyl bags each with attached
tape and 20 cm wide and 44 cm
long. Sold in 100-bag units at
500 yen per unit. They are very
convenient and can be used for
many difl'erent purposes. |
welcome persons who can come
to pick them up.
(Hirata Yoshiko,
student/Toshima-ku)

& LEARN

| am now studyina the Korean
language very hard and also
want to master Korean cooking.
| am looking for a person fully
experienced in Korean cooking
and interested in teaching me.
(Sudo Masako.
housewife/Tachikawa City)

| am engaged in various kinds of
studies on environmental
problems. So | am interested in
people’s views toward nature in
different countries. Please tell
me about how people utilize
protect nature in your country.
(Kato Yoshio,
University lecturer/Shinjuku-ku)

EMPLOY

| am looking for ajob in movie
and TV translation. | have
various qualifications and
experience related to English.
(Mabuchi Seigo,
studenl/Saitama Pref.)
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1. "SPEAK!" is dedicated to various
activities including discussions and
commercial presentations intended to
overcome the walls separating races
and nationalities within Japan.
Regular "SPEAK!" meetings arc held
twice a month (first and fourth
Mondays). The themes for the
meetings are "Foreign language
conversalion: professional and fake"
on August 24. and "Should Foreign
language teachers use or nol use
Japanese in the classroom?" (debate).

("SPEAK!" Tel: 0466-26-0866)

2. We have a Cambodian folk dancing
group. Anyone can become a
members of the group as long as they
like dancing and are interested in
Cambodian folk dance why don't you
join us? The membership fee is 5.000
yen to enroll and the monthly fee is
2.000 yen. If you would like more
information, please call.

(Imu Kimusuru
Tel.: 03-3498-9789)

3. | come from China and am now

producing newspapers for foreigners.

[ would like to gather much more

inl'brniation for students from foreign

countries. |f you're a student from a

foreign couniry, please call and give
me whatever information you have.

(Dan Yakuchi

Tel.: 03-3910-9401)

4. "Edo Toastmasters" is a club created

for the purpose of enhancing
leadership and ability in speaking
Japanese. To gain skill through
experience, the club holds speech
contests and debate rallies. We have
two activities or meetings per month
(first and third Tuesdays: 7:00 to 9:00
p.m.). We meet in the first floor
conference room of Sendagaya
Elementary School. At present, there
are about 20 members. The
membership fee is 3,000 yen to enroll
and the monthly fee is 1.000 yen.
("EdoToastmasters." Kawamoto
2-28-19-603. Sakashita,
Itabashi-ku. Tokyo 174)

5. You leach me your Queen's English
and I'll teach you Japanese as a
language exchange lesson. Let's
deepen our understanding on lhe
culture, history and customs of both
our countries.

(lzutani Yuki
Language teacher/Osaka-fu)

To respond to adds wiihout an
address or telephone numbers,

please write to We're

We're always welcomes your
messages or requests for
"WANTED". We will accept
almost anything including party
and event information.
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« Our editorial staff intends to pursue the various meanings and substance of this trend.
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Livingjip to Olympic Ideals
Drawing the World's
Attention

The Barcelona. Spain Summer
Olympic games ended recently. The
Olympics, as most everyone knows,
are held every four years in winter and
summer ,and represent the pinnacle of
worldwide sports events, not to
mention the highest longings of both
male and female athletes. During the
summer games, a full spectrum of
worldwide mass media including
newspapers and television focused on
Barcelona; and the topic of
conversation of most people on the
street concerned the number of gold
medals won by his or her country, as
well as the outstanding achievements
of his or her favorite athletes.

On the oiher hand, a variety of
cominlhg criticisms of ihe Olympics
also spark hot interest. These include
complaints that the games are really
controlled by ihe wealth of money
supplied by governments and
multinational corporations: that
sometimes they create cyborg-like
players propelled by dope: that ihey
have become nothing more than an
ostentatious display; and that the
construction of sports facilities and
Olympic roads have triggered severe
environmental distruction.

Now, as we look to the Olympics in
the year 2000 ,as China has come
forward as a candidate country. This is
a nation with a population ol' one
billion, which also faces a delicate
political issue in the separation of
1 aiwan and the mainland. Clearly, as
the games increasingly attract the
world's attention and grow ever larger
in the future, so too will the diversified
problems which accompany the
Olympics expand ever further.

The Olympics and
Environmental Destruction
Several days ago. we heard a young
man from Southeast Asia express a
rather interesting opinion regarding
the Olympics. It concerned the

destruction of nature in their name.
He commented, "I was watching TV
and there were these beautiful concrete
buildings raised for the athletes. Yel,
is that really necessary?"
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He went on, "You can utilize nature
itself for the events. Changing and
destroying nature just for the sake of
the Olympics is meaningless. For
example, the shade provided by palm
trees scattered here and there could
serve as res| areas. And we don't really
need artificial swimming pools.
Natural rivers would dojust as well for
competition. Real sports, in any case,
should be played in a natural
environment. Seriously deforming or
destroying nature for Olympic events,
morever. is probably a long way from
the real spirit of the games. Wouldn't
you agree?

These are importani questions lie's
raised, containing some deep insights
into a number of basic problems.

Burning the Olympic Flame
Without argument, our hearts thrill to
the opening ceremonies broadcast on
TV. Athleies in various fancy
uniforms from countries we've never
been to parade proudly around the
track. It is an exciting experience, in
which we feel we are seeing the eyes
of billions of oiher people from the
world over rough |hc TV screen.
"There are no national boundaries in
sports." This is ihe slogan of the
Olympics, and we believe in it
wholeheartedly as we stare at our
screens.

However, once the events begin, we
are unable to control adifferent kind of
emotion. "Hit 'em!" "Fight!" "I hate
lhat country!" "We won another gold
medal!"

Yet again, as symbolized by the five-
ring mark, we feel once more on the
other hand that surely very different
kinds of people exist in the world.
And Ihat we are not separate. As
human beings, we are closely related.
Bui this is the ideal. In actual fact,
there are a world of disputes and
differences between races and
between countries. And taking up the
gap between these contradicting
matters is the economic competition
among enterprises which shamelessly
enters against ihe profession of
"amateurism."

Based upon the opinion of that young
man from Asia, we would do well now
to stop and think again about the
Olympics. The number of
participating countries is increasing,
sites are growing larger, and things
generally are becoming more and
more extravagant. Countries are
investing considerable amounts of
money in training just to ensure more
medals. Their pursuits go so far as to
strive even to save one second or gain
one centimeter. It is a headlong
rusking without end. 1l reminds us in
factofthe "Tower of Babel" described
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in the Bible. Built higher and higher
towards the heavens, it was finally
destroyed by the hand of God in anger
over the builder's effrontery.

We should never forsake the initial
ideals of the Olympic games — for
sake of splitting a second or gaining a
centimeter. Originally, people came
naturally to the green fields. They
competed for distance in throwing
stones and running. At the time, sports
served to bring people togelher beyond
words or beliefs.

We should never lbrget why ihe first
Olympic flame was lit. It is far too
important and I'uiKlamenial an ideal to
extinguish.

I The editorial department of "We're" 1

! magazine is now recruiting new

; members.

! The annual membership fee is 6,000
syen. This includes the subscription

! fee to "We’re" meagazinc for one
year plus the participation fee for
"Were TIME" activities held once
every monih. Also included in ihe
fee are special discounts, presents,
event participation and much more!
International exchange is not the only
aim of "We're TIME".
Another purpose is to get together as
neighbors and become mends.
People from various countriesjoin us
every monih to have frank
discussions. Themes cover such
topics as experiences in Japan,
insights into your home country their
country or thoughts on issues social.
These thems are decided before each
meeting.
Hereafter, the editorial depanment is
considering briefly summarizing in
the magazine the themes taken up at
each month's gathering.
We would like to see as many people
as possible participate in our "We're
TIME” get-together. Of course,
participation is open to members.
We are also accepting group
membership, (group membership
discounts are also available)
If you live in a remote area and are
unable to participate in the meetings,
we will send you a newsletter
detailing each month's highlights.
For more information please contact:

"We.re TIME"

Membership Recruiting Section,
1-19-9 Hyakunincho,
Shinjuku-ku. Tokyo 169

Tel: 03-3361-0722

Fax.: 03-3361-0221
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Otomeza (Virgin)

(Persons born from August
23 to September 23.

These people are able io quickly
find even fine details around them
and have an observing power of
instantly understanding oihers'
feelings and situations.

The otomeza is also very sensitive
and always looks to be extremely
friendly to others. If you were
bom under this sign, ignore the un-
important matters and don't try to
be perfect.
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We've received many questions by telephone asking where people can bu Oooupetion
We always answer "you can find il at popular bookstores ihroughou

However, as there arc an enormous amount o f bookstores in Japan, il is .

pul "We'rc" in every one. Nevertheless, we, as the publisher, are hopi

magalinc read by as many |>eoplc as possible, fi may take sonic lime bel

able lo find "We’'re" easily. We arc now making elToris io gradually widei

for issues Nos. 3 and 4. At present, the magazines are disiributed to bookstores across the
nalion by ihc YOHAN Dislribuling Agency. Please call 03-3208-0187 for nu.re
information. 1*you cannot find "We're" in your nearest hooksiore, please call our
Editorial Department. O f course, ihe easiest solution is to subscribe to "We're." This is
not only a more advantageous bill also an easier way to make sure you can enjoy "Were"
every month.

Wo're's Ediiorial Department welcome. work lhal can appear on our KALEIDOSCOPE
page. Photographs, paintings, illustrations, cartoons, whatever: we won'’t place any
limitniions on the kind of work. All we ask is lhal you be an amateur. O f course, any

nalionaliiy is welcomed. (C)

We'reld MXXX XXXIKK KX XX XKXXX.

KX XXXXX XX KEXX. XK IKIKKKKX XX XXXX
MXX MXXK KMXK? KKKX KKXKK XXX K KX XX X
X XX XX XXX KX KX X KKXXX KX XX KX XKXX
We're /X XXX KXXXXXX KX XXX KX X KIKXX. 3, 4K
X MKKX KX XXX XMXKXX XXX X KIXKKXXK. KKK
YOHAN (KXXX XX XXXXXX) K XX XXX XXX KK XXX
X XX KXXXX 03-3208-0187. XXX KXXX XX XX XXXX X
XXX KX KMXXXX KKKX. KX KXKKX KKXX KXXX.
Werre XXXXXNX XXX (KALEIDOSCOPE) XX XXX XXX XX
MXX. XX, XK, MXXKXXX, KX, XXX X XXX XXX XXX
X X XXXXK KKK XXX KKK KIKXXX.  (C)
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mPUBLISHER HIROSHI TANAKA

"EDITOR IN CHIEF SAKAECAMARGO

"FOUNDING EDITORIAL ADVISOR YANGH LEE

"=MANAGING EDITOR YUKARINASU

= ART & DESIGN DIRECTOR HIROYUKI HAYASHI

sPHOTOGRAPHER TETSUYATASHIMAZAKIi

RIEMATSUBARA
RIENISHIKAWA
HIROKO OGAWA
RUO SHUI XNG

=EDITORIAL STAFF

HEAIUNG
IFRANSLATEDBY TOYO AGENCY INC.
YUKOSHA
THE THIRD EYECO.
= FRINTED BY TOYO AGENCY INC.
UADVISER AWRAT5UJ

ORLANDO CAMARGO
DING PEI KANG

\SSt5TANT NORIKO KANEDA
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Call for Artwork: We're lookina for your "Handmade Artwork". All original and non-displayed woic is acceptable.
Requirements: Any age, gender, nationality is fine professional or amature is OK. Group or school entrants accepted.
Prizes: Grand prize — I million yen.
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