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We're takes pleasure in interviewing and offering close-up profiles on foreigners living in Japan.

Embassy as a Tea Promotor, she now works in a Tokyo Department tea sales section.
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My Time is Now...Let's
See What | Can Do!

A Life Starting with

Ordinary Japanese People
Maya stands dressed in an Indian folk
costume in a Shinjuku department
store selling black tea. Her black hair
and large black eyes are very impres—
sive. When the day's work is over, she
goes home. She lives in an apartment
house in Sasazuka. not far from Shin-
juku. She opens a ratlling wooden
door, climbs a narrow stairway and
enters her apartmeni.
wooden unii with one ihree and one
six-mat room, a kitchen, balhroom and
Japanese-slyle toilet. Yet Ofce Maya
lived in a gorgeous mansion nearby.
That's when she was working for the
Indian Embassy.

"l was living in a very small society in
the embassy while | was there." Maya
recalls vividly. "l didn't have many
chances lo speak Japiinese and life was
very easy."

About ten years ago. Maya came to
Japan for the first lime with the Tea
Board, that is, as a publicily officer for
Indian lea. She worked for three years
for the embassy until her term of duty
was completed and returned home.
Not long after, she went to Great Brit—
ain where her elder brother was living.
Then |he company she is working for
now offered her a position. So Maya
came back to Japan about five years
ago.

This time, however, life was com—
pletely different from what it had been
while in the embassy. Her apartment
was also different. Maya says. "Actu—
ally. | started lo live surrounded by
ordinary Japanese people. Though |
had once lived in Japan. | had lo learn
many things from the beginning." For
one thing, she had to learn Japanese
from square one.

It is an old

We Can Understand Japan by

Looking at Other Countries
Living deeply within the heart of
Japanese society. Maya gradually

Ms. Maya Manghnani from India.

Formerlly employed at the Indian
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began to see the Japan which had not
been possible to see when working in
the embassy.

But not at first. Immediately after
returning to Japan, she would respond
straightforwardly when Japanese
spoke to her. without sensing any
problem. However, she gradually
came to understand that ihe same
Japanese word has both a from and
rear face, with different meanings. At
first, she was not aware of this fact,
and so she did well because she had no
fear. Yet as she gradually came to see
the real shape of Japanese society, she
also began to experience some real
culture shock and had a hard time.

"l usedto get irritated but now | under—
stand things in Japan much better,"
says Maya frankly. You see. | like to
take a ten-day vacation every year and
return home. Recently, however, |
have chosen not to go straight to India.
Instead. | try to visit another country
before going home. | think my irrita-

Maya Manghnani

Miss Manghnani was born in 1962 in Af—
ghanistan. as an Indian national After
graduating from New Delhi Women's Uni—
versity, she took the Tea Board examina—
tion for publicity officers and passed the
test. She took the examination because

she wanted to go abroad.

Her family, on Ihe other hand, was more
traditional, believing that attending

university was merely a good training

course for becoming a bride.

Also, at the time. Indian women going

abroad considered only America. She

naturally hoped to go to America as well,

but both parents strongly objected.

Rather, they felt Japan would be a safe
place because they had once stayed

there. So. with her parents approval

Maya came to Japan ten years ago.

returned to India once, and came back

again five years ago. She is now living in

Shibuya-ku, Tokyo. Maya is single.
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tion afew years ago arose out of know—
ing only India and Japan at that time.
Then, after seeing several other coun—
tries, | began to realize that there are
always cultural differences in any
country compared to my own. Be-—
cause of this. | now see things much
more clearly"

This does not mean, however, that she
doesn't still find many Japanese
customs strange. Maya says, "The
Japanese do everything in groups
instead of individually. They often say
(hat winning or losing is nol imporiant
as long as person does the best that he
or she can. Bui | want to win and |
want to challenge every new thing,
even by myself alone, and that is not
easy in this society."

Many people also ask her, "When are
you going to marry?" This angers her
and she respOlds, "That is my own
problem so please leave it to me."

Someday a School for

Indian Women
This challenging spirit reaches deep
inio her personal life as well. When
she once read an article in a news—
paperasking for reader participation in
helping to make Chiba's sea clean, she
went to ihe seashore there with gloves
and a garbage bag and picked up
rubbish. Also, when she once went to
the city hall on a personal matter, she
saw a poster asking citizens to register
as volunteers, which she immediately
did.
Says Maya, "l always think about what
| can do instead of staying home
alone." She believes that "the time to
do something is always the present."
and immediately acts. If she wants to
do something, the necessary
information is always available. She
also feels that it is important to
effectively utilize such information
herself.
As an Indian, Maya also wonders ,
"What can | do for India?" "I cannot
become the president or an inventor.
So what can | do?"
She is now saving money by budget—
ing herself as carefully as possible.
Her savings are all in pounds instead
of yen or Indian rupees. She says.
*The Pound is now ihe strongest and
safest currency. And since it is my
own money, it is natural that | would
study the safest method to make it
grow." She wants to first build up her
own economic power and then found a
new school to help women gain their
independence in India.

A Land of Reliable People

but a Hard Place to Live
In the near future, she wants to go lo
the United Stales. One reason is that

LigtE

= o

9||_
1

0
mnr .
»
o

Bk
10
N
o Q
r
i
Bl
»
oS
In
Ral
]

[T mo ro mot
A
2

Huorrne Ao 32 1n
p'l_l
FA

L} oledst

OfoFMel Z=FHAE ARM
ME &E3] o
MER| rxlH (FE)
MRt stz et 2ol A
o FAAIQ. jEtE
I E7m HY B8 E1
b ool HXIE7IsE] LizhALE
FHoll ol Qlof Ltz Zoll 7|
M gzst 27Ejlof zEE F

Mol S&ste
[u]

N
>
i
mo Ny A

Ral

I
LY

M|
I}
| .
R o H

HLOHC 59 no 2 r
o T = N R

A
off cHeA &Zh & uict,

ol
ok
=]
o

in

0
0;HHI-J
0 0
o NN
0% o 4o -

L,rE_l."-

I- AR
tL RESA #Est=Ttol

A-E LI

g & AsTtol HsiME

ir
o
ofm
o
rlo
lul

30
rr

g
&
o
z
A

i
o 10 K
0:

R KA E g
2 o
ol
o A 3

—El
Ho ~
o K
jack
o
u]
»
H'|
o
ric

o
lo

M
HU rlo

o
g'l_l
2

o mek rjo ri
=
o
= ||-|
N
N
0:

oy » Lo
o

n
A
Z

o>

pal
N
e
o

o
N
=
ol
&
B2
4
ol

>
%
N
ol
Kl
50



weWs,

EETCEZHAK
F A< WEER
BFEWERET XVBECW &1
Vo BEADBFFCZOFEFTAVA
CWo2kEWS ZE EERAND L
DEN, COFE, TFTRXUOKRTE
L=k &, RITENSEZ®D
hi=0 ThHFETES h LH»
0 CETR, #58Z0FKA1
RERDHIDE Beo2ThE
A, EFEDTS2 DOEN.
‘YA LHABT D <Y LT
r2KRILLFELEL EHFTYL
<0 rhELEST, BEXRED
FEHEHXD CEFTE 0
) OABAFBALEERWVWR,
BULT#CES LTVWD VW5 B
A, PE VEEACR ETEEE

&,

ABEAFES LIC<WAHZX,
oEY FoL FAEW EEED
BVWERIYESABGWSO
reE, g BKECRTKRDPEER
SHUBHFALKB2ERSBRN
TR HNEATDIERSLCHEZ>EL
~~~~~~ o BETREL, FXUAIK
To2TVWES,. SHOESRED
EEB S5, ThiZ, BEAGEY
KEmTEd, AEOZEAREE
T, AWESE>EFASPTEL
WEEBSELZER, ETHEAZE
RIATT, HEABZSELEW
SOFHBDHS] 0

QAEATIF & HES LESEAEVL
K. BE\GHATVLEFZASHE
TEDEWVWSOE, EENFTED
DIC, WorLKICHESLELSEW
EBbhd BEAE WS OE,
W EWMIBDESS HO

RYEAGEEHETHYWE TS
DHFKRBFEE,

RTEBRDERE SAFVSA
T30 ERR{L. BERRILE Wb

DESHFHPA>TRIE LT
had, ABACHRLTEODHY)
L EES CRADAEE, B
AOTERE LE )T &5 BK
FLEI] O

BWE20% > <Y I1EHLHE
T, EXHIPCEGEERBHNS B
fo BEBVERADLZELEVS
Bifo B#ICSHW LWIHKOWVWHA
BEBEATES >, R4 E
BTA0R. ECHBEEVLEE,
Ry ho BeERFEHEWVW, CE
EES o REEFETHEV, Ch
FEIXYEAD BLOVWAESTS
Thd2EE, CETZOICEN
VWL,

e a AN
ERTRBEA
W, TANKEK, BEX
Bo ZEHZ— 2N A & BRS
RS E#XEr EW. Biw. ZX
BRTHR , HB BN KRE &R
AENE. EPAER £A &,
LtREARRREH R HE A

BAmELN: B/ S
—[Il®| HHEBL: ‘@ HF

B, 878! "®WHifim0 “Ri14
B FTrfafRIgs , SHTRYEMM /1
Al "EAXR, AEATRERES
T, 0. -t EHFEHNR
it NEARBBRIBRN,

REMINES, MINEE
EABARE gL Fkiv &
&

“BR, BERIIAHREBES

HEN, MERIEBT. iR
wT.... MBARER ni A&, ifigx

ZEHNH, BRTEESRHn S
To B4, rikAi&a WOLLAEHE
Mo &ABIH RIS, BER vn
—TIZEH, REKR[I XA, K
AZE ARBD, 7

A RWIrl I &Rt REDH
BRANRIMRERTEEN Ao
BRIl B, fSIX FEEZ mnj
RENrIRART , BERFM
B

Bl | EBREMERIEH K
o

“BREH AL HBEHED
RAOEHRO FRMn BRI, m
WA, RMBBIFEIIEA ER
ELESHABAFRIEERN A,
AR ARSERABRA "

HEELC DERZO =L,
BIWE BE, B -SHEFF
BN L EEo B & i H IR
HRBRWAIR, M M@ AR
KX ARKE —EEESH
‘FRBEEE. ‘THAER
B, EREEHRIELEE r BB
WA N RBRE!

her Japanese boyfriend went there this
spring. When she was last in America,
another traveler asked her the way.
This pleased her very much. In Japan,
she is sometimes taken for a Japanese
from the back, and someone
approaching from behind may ask her
something. But when she turns around
the speaker is always surprised, and
backs away apologizing. "1 felt [in
America) thal even 1 could give
directions." Adds Maya. "The number
of foreigners in Japan has szreatly
increased recently, but few Japanese
realize that these foreigners inhabit the
same country as ihey do."

She says, "I will not stay in Japan for a
long time because life is hard for for—
eigners here." Even so. | also feel that
| have gained many good things from
living in Japan. | believe, for one
thing, that my character has become
rounder and more patient. If | had
lived in America, my character would
nol be like this. Moreover, the Japa—
nese are really reliable. | trust them
100%. When | warn to have my bag—
gage checked temporarily in airports
in foreign countries, | first look for
Japanese workers because they are
very reliable."

That is. she will not live in Japan
forever but she thinks the Japanese are
the most reliable in the world. s this a
contradiction? The Japanese are
trusted by the world but living with
them seems lo be not altogether
agreeable.

Maya likes shopping in shopping
centers. She says. "l know a fish shop.
The owneris very kind. | feel that it is
those people who don't talk about
internationalization who seem to be
the kindest. People who give the
appearance ol helping and
understanding foreigners, on the other
hand, seem to be the most guiliy of
discrimination."

She speaks softly, offering wonderful
smiles: occasionally , her long
eyelashes blink gracefully. Truly, a
calm and steady lady. Finally, she
teaches us how to make delicious
black tea. The point is this: Keep all
the heat in the pot after pouring hot
water onto the leaves. Thatis. don't let
the heat escape. Don't let ihe heat
escape ... Probably the same "Don't let
an idea escape ... and take action as
soon as the idea occurs." An apt
description, perhaps, of a very unique
woman's personal philosophy.
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TOKYO NIGHT LIFE: FOREIGNERS AT WORK AND PLAY

The New Heisei Foreigner: Something Gained Something Missing
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Asian students (including trainees) are often negatively OfAlOIOIM & Rt (F|etM) olzl stH. 5=
depicted as living in old wooden apartments of one 4.5- AEHEEE 2| 9| AH

go| gl= cictol
mat room and no bathroom, working hard at part-time QiAl =2
jobs, etc. Surely, many students also study while @:st o|O|X|T7F BICH EAIS| EE AtgtolA TEHE
working hard. I
Others have it better. These are university students who

a & . OtZhAtsE,
work in !Ja-rs and drinking hous.es .at Akas-aka, Roppon-gl 2= Alxz EJlo] =EolM UstHM
and Shinjuku. They are enjoying their student life 2l 3000l 40EFRIS ol CHEtANES pH7lsiD
becat:lsentlr-ley can eakrn 30|0,0l:)0 o; 400,00d0 yen everl); ol ofAlo}H BAMESE olctT Soich stAlEDbO|
month. is report takes a look at these students as we ofLlZt YUst= OfAlOOISS mEfsol 1So o9&

F
as other Asian workers and their a&ter-five life styles. = -
Y CHEAl Ol%8 #ImisH 29
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Mr. Kim Shinkou

(I 29 Z Korea

«3-3rd year university student
(manager of a Korean bar)

(4; 6 years 5 450,000 (100.000)

% 86,000 7 mansion with parking

Nerima-ku 9 100.000 to 150.000

® answering machine, video. CD. air
conditioner, refrigerator, car.

@ | work six months a year to earn as
much as | can. and study hard at
university for the remaining six
months. At 29 my future is still not
clear and | feel a little anxious.
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A Monthly Income of 450,000 yen
and an Integra

Following the war, it was not unusual to hear a young
Japanese exclaim, "I will do my best even if | have to
wash dishes," as he or she left Japan for America and
Europe. At that time, dish washing was a common job
given to foreigners newcomers.

Nearly half a century has since passed and now many
foreigners come to Japan not only from Asia but also
other countries.

Yet for those from other than Europe and America, jobs
which can easily be found by persons of other races are
more or less limited to washing dishes, manufacturing
and 3K work (kitsui, kitanai, kiken ... difficult, dirty,
dangerous), plus bars and drinking houses.

Akasaka at nieht . This amusement area is unique
compared with Shibuya, where young people gather, or
Shinjuku which is a popular play ground.

Our first report comes from an area which has many
Korean style establishments called Korean clubs Ol
Korean bars. Neon signs in Korean can be seen
everywhere, this is "Little Seoul." Hostesses wearing
folk costumes offer virtually every service requested by
customers. However, the price is high, you can expect to
pay 20,000 to 30,000 yen just to sit and drink.

Mr. Kim (29 years old) manages a Korean club and also
studies drama at university. He came to Japan six years
ago. He speaks Japanese perfectly, and is good at
handling customers and hostesses. This is his third
position as amanager and other establishments have also
tried to get him.

"I think | could say my life is nearly the same as thatofa
Japanese student. Most Japanese students have their
own cars in Japan."

However, when he was busy with the preparations for ¥

opening the club, he could be seen in black guiding and
instructing about twenty hostesses and boys. At that
time, he wore a very different expression on his now
smiling face. Today heis arelaxed studentin UCLA T-
shiri. Then, his face was tense and he looked more like a
professional living by night.

He earns 450,000 yen a month, 100,000 of which is sent
to his family. The rest he can spend on himself. In this
respect, he is much richer than a middle-class white-
color Japanese worker. One of his luxuries is a Honda
Integra (about 3 million yen).

Says Kim, "Of course | realize | am living rather high.
But | will be thirty years old next year. | will not
continue this kind of work in the future. | have already
studied drama almostten years. Yet | don't know how to
connect drama to the rest of my life. This makes me
uneasy. Even graduating, it will be very hard to find a
job in Korea because of my age. And it will be more
difficult in Japan."

Every weekend he likes to go for adrive, visiting various
places; at these times he is very happy. But when he
returns home he feels a disgust rising as he considers his
job and life again from Monday. It seems that behind a
rich life that looks magnificent at a glance, there is an
auguish inherent to such richness.
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Survey

*j Age 2 Home country 3 Occupation
(part-time work)  4+Period of stay in Japan
5" Income (money sent home)

6 Rent 7 Type of residence .8 Living Area
9 Money spent for leisure 10 Main
household appliances 4 CoTimenis
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Mr. Pak-Shotetsu

128 2" Korea

3 2nd year university student (waiter
in Korean bar)

1.5years o 300,000
6 78.000 7 mansion
8 Yotsuya 3 60,000

# answering machine, video, CD, air
conditioner, refrigerator

U Commodity prices are too high in
Japan. Life is not easy even with a
high income. | had two years of
military duty, so Japanese the same
age as me look like kids.
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Ms. Zhou Tian-Lee

34

Taiwan

Trading company

4 years

300.000

70,000

1 LDK

Higashi-kurume

150.000

% answering machine, fax, video.
CD. air conditioner, refrigerator
Young Japanese are completely
carefree but know hardly anything
about the world.
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It May Be a Questionable Life,
But There Is no Turning Back

Mr. Pak (28 years old) is studying photography at
university while working for a Korean bar in Akasaka.
This is a similar case to Mr. KinVs.

His Japanese is not as fluent as Kim’s and his experience
in the trade is more limited - he is a waiter. About half
the customers in Korean bars are Korean, and so Korean
students can find jobs around Akasaka even if lhey
cannot speak Japanese. Nevertheless, a key factor in
getting a high wage and a high position is one's level of
Japanese conversation.

Mr. Pak works longer than Mr. Kim and earns 300,000
yen every month. He says, "I have to spend a lot of
money on materials and equipment for photography.
And the balance between study and work seems to
become more and more untenable both inoneywise and
schedulewise. Lately | think it would have been more
advantageous to have studied economics rather than
photography in terms of employment, but | have already
made a (wrong) choice. Recently | also want more time
to work on improving my photographic techniques as
well as thinking."

But his face expresses his doubts. Though he works
hard at nighl so thal he can enjoy a rich material life in
Japan, including a video. CD, answering machine and
air conditioners, he sometimes finds himself questioning
the value of his hard work. Actually, it is the all too
common dilemma ofa person who has made an error in
determining the priorities in life.

He knows the error he made. But he has already
experienced a rich consuming life and thus cannot return
to that of a poor student studying hard. He now shares
the same problem as that of many Japanese students.

Not All Southeast Asians are Poor

Ms. Zhou (34 years old) completed aJapanese language
course and is now working for a trading company. After
five o'clock, she always go to Shinjuku. She goes out
drinking every night except Sunday. All her money is
spent on books, telephone calls and drinking.

"l come from Taiwan." she says, "The Taiwanese and
especially my family frown on drinking and smoking by
unmarried girls. In this respecu Japan is a tree country
and this fits my character." She keeps a bottle of
whiskey in the 3-chome bar where she normally drinks.
She doesn't like to spend time alone and prefers drinking
with her Japanese friends. When she gets home, her
answering machine is usually blinking. As she does her
best to call all the people who left messages, morning
will sometimes find her still on the telephone.

She says, "Many Japanese people are lonely. This is
especially true of those who come to Tokyo from local
areas and cannot find friends at first. In this sense, they
are also foreigners."

When she was going to Japanese language school, she
hardly worked. She says, "Some of my Taiwanese
friends took part-time jobs jusi to learn more about
Japan. Some people think that all Asian people are poor
and pitiful, but the reality is quite different.
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Mr. Jasurai

(D 21

2 Inner Mongolia

'3' 1st year university student (waiter
in a karaoke bar)

*A 2 years

i: 230.000

6: 102,000

7' mansion

‘i’ Setagaya

9) 40,000

fit answering machine, CD, pocket
bell, minibike

LI Japanese girls in Roppongi will
make love with anybody. This is a

problem.
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restaurant
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180.000

60.000
apartment
Shin-Okubo
60,000 to 80,000 .
answering machine, CD. air
conditioner, refrigerator, family
computer

| have tried to reach the heart of
Japanese culture and even started
singing karaoke to learn more
about culture and language. Enka
has heart Thatis all I sing.
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Learning from an Unsleeping City

Mr. Jasurai (21 years old) is 180 cm tall and looks as if
he just stepped out of a fashion magazine. He comes
from Mongolia and is in his first year at a Japanese
university. He also now works as waiter in a Karaoke
bar in Roppongi. After the Tian'anmen incident, he
switched his study destination from China to Japan.
Many people recognize him in Roppongi, and he knows
the streets at night very well.
He explains, "Previously | carried a portable telephone.
But it was too noisy, especially when | was in school.
Now | have a pocket bell. It is a convenient
communication tool and one that | need.” He continues,
"Working at night pays well, but | have to work even if |
am sick. This means that there is always the danger that
a problem could quickly escalate. | am now thinking
about quitting my presentjob and doing some other kind
of work."
The harsh reality of course is that the cost of living in
Tokyo is high compared to other big cities in the world.
This makes it difficult for a foreigner to make a good
living while going to school. Also, there is always the
temptation to overconsume.
Mr. Di (21 years old), a Taiwanese school friend of Mr.
Jasurai, says calmly, “/came to Japan to study and soon
will go home. 1believe young foreigners in Japan who
may shoulder the responsibilities of the next generaiion
in their own countries will return home after having
lived well or poorly here and in any case will retain
certain impressions. These impressions will be
important for the future of Japan." Pausing, he adds, |
sometimes wonder what will be left of Japan after it has
lost its economic strength?"
Japanese people have begun criticizing themselves
lately, saying that they have pursued only materialistic
wealth. They have money and many things they feel
they need. Nevertheless, they are not satisfied. Why?
They earn more than 300,000 yen every month, but their
lives are still hard. Mr. Kim says that he has little
money. The Japanese, Mr. Kim and others have been
mired in materialism, yet they are beginning to
recognize the emptiness of such materialistic richness.
Mr. Jasurai, one of the gentlemen referred to above, used
lo enjoy climbing park trees to "talk" to the birds before
he came to Tokyo. But now that he has become familiar
with the city's unsleeping streets, can he still hear the
sounds of birds talking? (Morita Naoki)
(Real names are not used in this article)
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Ms. Wang Jingjing

A 20

® China

3" karaoke bar waitress

2 years

180.000
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mansion

Shinjuku

50.000

answering machine, video. CD air
conditioner, refrigerator

| am still surprised by the number
and kinds of goods displayed in
department stores. | spend my
money on dresses and stuffed
animals, which | love the most,
rather than on eating and drinking.
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A fascinating variety ol people have made their way to Japan from their countries of birlh. We will ask them to tell us about their home towns. This month features Hunan, China.
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My Heart Flows with
the Clear Zi River

Mother's Home Fown Guide:

Mr. Duan Yao-zhong

Mr. Duan was born in 1958 in Len
Shui Jian city, Hunan Province,
China. He worked as a Youth
Information Newspaper reporter for
a news agency in Beijing and then
came lo Japan. At present, he is a
postgraduate student at Tokyo
Gakugei University.

Expansive Hunan:
Breath-taking Mountains

Translucent River

My home town is in Hunan
Province, where Mao Tse-tung was
born. When | was in junior high
school, | went twice, jusi for study
and sightseeing vvilh my Iriends, to
see ihe house where he was born, I
was so big it almost looked like a
row of many houses: in front of the
house, there was a pond of dear
water and many fish, and it seemed
large enough to swim in. There was
a low mouniain behind the house
which was green throughout the
year. It was striking because it
looked like two dragons with large
pearls in iheir mouths.

llunan is located south of Lake
Dongting (Hu), so that the name
means "south of the lake." The
province is also referred to as
"Xiang," after its longest river the
Xiang (Jiang), which flows
ihroughout Hunan. On both banks
of ihe Xiang River, collon roses can
be seen blooming everywhere, so
that the area is sometimes called "the
land of cotton roses."

But there are so many famous sights
in Hunan. Mt. Nanyue is one of
China's five best-known mountains.
In fact, a Chinese proverb says,
"Long life is comparable to Mt.
Manyue."
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rapidly changing Mt. Huang are all
in the park, and its wonderful
scenery conlinues to be highly
admired by Chinese painters.

A Special Feeling for
Water and Fish

The Zi River flows in from of my
house. When | recall my home
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town, | always think of the river
first, and this fills me with a strong
feeling of nostalgia.

The Zi is connected to another
sightseeing spot, "Boyue Cave," a
very interesting and large limestone
cave with unusual formations. It is
said to have been formed about 300
million years ago. | find a visit here
more exciting than other famous
places such as Fu-yan in Gui Forest.
Having grown up near ariver, | have
a special feeling for water and fish.
People in my home town breed
various fish in the paddy fields in
front of my house. When they want
to eat fish, they simply come to the
paddy fields lo catch them. They are
all very delicious.

The Zi River also has a wealth of
fish. When the river's level rises,
men organize inio several groups
and go oul with fishing nets on their
shoulders that have been washed
with wild boar’s blood. Women are
not permitted to touch the nets. This
is because it has been said from
ancient limes that all the fish will
escape if a woman touches the nel.
The raise and lower the nets in the
morning and evening. In this
season, several kilometers of the Zi
are filled with nets and fish. It is a
really magnificent sight. Catching
fish with nets is the role of the adult
men. Children enjoy playing as they
catch fish.

Children's Laughing
Voices Fill the Night

When | was about ten years old, |
went to the river to catch fish at
night. We took torches made of the
branches of pine trees or bamboo. |
tied a basket to my waist and entered
the river. | would step on a fish and
then catch it with my hand. | recall
that the sandy river bed and then the
slippery fish tickled my feet. When
someone caught one. everybody
gathered around and looked at the
fish under the torch light and tried to
guess what kind it was. Then, the
small fish were placed in a row on
ihe sand and returned to the river
while we stood, smiling and seeing
them off until they had swum far
away. | remember the river being
filled with children's lauglUer and
joyful voices.

At night in Tokyo, | sometimes
recall this exciting memory and
cannot sleep well.

The world has become very small.
We can now travel very easily from
Hunan to Beijing and from China to
Japan. | often think that our
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Compare Our Prices to
Anywhere in the World!

We’'ll take the time to
answer any
travel inquiries.

OPEN: 9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
LICENSE No. 5343
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generation is able to see the world
very easily. Anywhere you go, you
make a new home there. This is

man's nature.

Hunan Province
Hunan Province is located south of
the Changchiang River, which
flows throughout China. It has a
popUlation of 54 million and
includes such tribes as the Han-zu,
Shi-gu, Miao-zu ,Si-zu, Yao-zL
Hui-zu, Uighur-zu and Zhuang-zu.
This district is famous as a
production center for rice and tea.
Hunan's history is long; archaeol-
ogically, man has been living in the
region since the Stone Age about
4,000 to 10,000 years ago.
Scenery in the province offers a
grand array of views including
characteristic mountains and
rivers. Particularly, Shao-shan has
the typical features of a farming
village in the southern portion of
the Changchiang River and is so
beautiful it looks like a painting.

To get to Hunan from Japan, one
must first fly to Beijing.

The flight takes 3.5 hours from
Tokyo, 2.5 hours from Osaka, and
a 1.5 hour domestic flight which
arrives to Chang sha city. One can
also go on a relaxed (16 hour) train
ride from Beijing to Chang sha city
and enjoy the beautiful scenery.
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INTERNATIONAL

SHINJUKU:03-5330-0128
SHIBUYA: 03-3797-5501

f1"P o in |I'T

FROM TOKYO #¢®W%

HONG KONG & ¥ 64,000 -
SEOUL R ¥ 38,000 -
TAIPEI Jtdb ¥ 52,000 -
BEIJING b3k ¥ 94,000 —~
SHANGHAI kg ¥114,000-
MANILA ~ JB# ¥ 42,000 -
BANGKOK =& ¥ 64,000 —
SINGAPORE $#rini ¥ 58,000 -
KUALA LUMPUR B ¥ 94,000 -
JAKARTA Feini ¥ 94,000 -
SAIPAN EIF ¥ 52,000 —
CULCUTTA lowhnZ  ¥112,000 -
LOS ANGELES <&l ¥ 84,000 -
SAO PAULO ifcfREBR  ¥2581000 -
EUROPE BRM ¥149,000 —
FARES ARE EFFECTIVE FOR AUG/SEP
PLEASE ASK FOR MORE DETAILS!
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PLEASE CALL US N 5 .
FIRST TO SAVE M 1% e
YOUR TIME
& MONEY! ADDRESS: OAK-PLAZA BUILDING, 7-9-5
NISHI-SHINJUKU, SHINJUK L}KU
TOKYO
T O REEFEXEHE5
BUSINESS MON. - FRI. SAT. SUN./HOL. OAK-PLAZA BUILDING
HOURS 9:30-18:00  9:30L43:00  Closed TEL 5@3366'7571
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What's to be seen
ina kiss?

| met my English husband in Seoul
five years ago. At that time, people
in Korea directed very cold eyes at
any girl dating a foreigner. So we
could not walk together. Any girl
walking with a Westerner was
treated as the kind of bad university
student who would easily live with a
Westerner on the pretext of learning
English or, in an extreme case,
treated as a hostess working for
American soldiers.
Therefore, kissing in a public place
was impossible. After marrying, we
went to Chile in South America.
The First thing we did was go to the
Plaza del Almas where we hugged
tightly and kissed in broad daylight.
It was a long kiss, which suddenly
broughl up the old fear. | glanced
around bul nobody was watching us
or looking back. This was quite a
surprise.
In Chile, our house was located near
Santa Lucia Park in Santiago, and
we always walked through the park
when we went out. It is located in
the middle of the city and
surrounded by beautiful castle walls.
Young people gather there for dates
on the lawn and benches. At first, |
couldn't look at their passionate
kissing. However, old people
passing by seemed to look upon the
young with warm eyes.
One of my friends in Chile ex—
plained. "Most people in Chile are
Catholic. And most young people
live with their parents until mar—
riage. Even so. lovers will never pay
for high-priced accommodations.
The park is good enough for them."
Thereafter, we referred to the park as
"popo (kiss) park"; | liked this park
very much.
When | arrived at Narita Airport,
Tokyo for the first time, |
immediately wondered whether
popo was permitted or not. We had
experienced a free atmosphere in
Chile and tried our first kiss in
Japan. One shy girl looked down
and another looked but then tried to
ignore me.
| thought. "It seems to be okay,
though some mighl think of me as a
bad girl. But it doesn't matter. |
should behave naturally." | decided
to ignore the eyes watching our kiss.
It seems that recently | cherish frank
behavior more and more.

(Kim Jin Hee)
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Oh, Can the Japanese Fly?
In my house, we had a Japanese doll
in aglass case. | was asmall child at
the time and | found the doll had a
dress with long sleeves. | thought
ihis was very strange.
| asked my mother, "Why does the
doll have such long kimono
sleeves?"

My mother said, "Because the
Japanese use the sleeves to fly."
After that, | thought that the
Japanese flew by moving their
sleeves up and down. Everytime a
friend came to my house, | would
proudly say, "Japanese can fly! Did
you know that?"

(Indian lady, 29 years old)

"Auld Lang Syne" (Hotaru no

Hikari) Means Closing Time
Shortly after coming to Japan. |
dropped into a bar on the way home
from work. It was 11:30 at night.
| was sitting and enjoying a beer
when | suddenly heard Auld Lang
Syne (Hotaru no Hikari). In America,
ihis music is played only once at
midnight on the last day of the year.
It is to bid farewell lo the old year and
welcome in the new; people hug one
another and drink a toast.

So even though it felt strange to do so
in summer, | tried to drink a toast and
smiled at the bar's staff and the other
customers. However, they simply
stared at me curiously. Finally, one
of the workers said. "Excuse me. but
it's closing time sir."
Thereafter, | heard the same music
even in pachinko parlors. 1 now
understand that, in this country, store
managers play this music when they
want their customers to leave.
(American gentleman, 32 years old)
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FUR ST i 2 Chili Crab
N—F4 —RBICO> 1= VT N Best suited to party cooking and IIE|QE|of Zgst EE U=
AU T2 -mh o520 OCHILX] REEBEENRBENES offering a large volume, this is CHILLICRAB. Al7}Zo| =l

S~ e e - =2 g 4> probably the ultimate ethnic food _ j
CRAB. ¥ Aik—jocs» XM RKENSBRERER o0 e i, 28l Eloid o=l 2ale] 2|

FEXILOFICEENE, BR BEME, SREE, 2V(x It is a simple dish to make, but you DZELICE ZHHS| B £~ Qi1
ODIXRZYVREBTT0 BRI 2, BARBER. will enjoy the good flavor and body  zo| Zn|o} ZIst gte B

9tg st 4
TE. HDZOBKEITHER A G-8AM)WEE IS0 created by the crab. - ol ik o
5k = . N ngredients (for 6 to 8 persons): ANE .
T*EY HAF. £Z 16505, FH75M . A crabs, oil (150 ml), ginger (150 g.) , X2 (6-~sole :A 5o sm

ﬁﬂﬁn(]?‘wig?g%g‘béﬂé\gﬁgzﬁa MR, BRBEM1S0Y F, FEALFE garlic (75 g>, oyster sauce (I tea— 150ml, 4Z150g, ODhE75g, B7I&

AEMIK T—1, F1H~ Jy 1008 A, K 150-%F, B2/ spoon). Chili garlic sauce (150 ml),  zpAg 1, xIEPIARAIS0MI,
OY—Ri50ml, R RY—X 2 @it HE1E. tomato sauce (100 ml.), water (150 gy s o a7 001 Bromi FARE
L00ml. K150ml. B HhRT—> ml.), black vinegar (2 teaspoons), a - i
; ] littl r, wheat flour, 1egg. I2AE 2, AEZEE AR
2. WEDY . Bi10 ttle sugar, eat flour, 1egg
0 E!SA S LIeAZZR L <BESDE
20 T LTEAIC LT, H155%8« A,
BURAROBERARBRA. . REBAIX
E1554,
Add already cut up crabs and mix well. Boil for
about 15 minutes over a low fire.
(goll BRI A $b] & Hect a2
2 offt ol 158 HE & Jekrt

SFARICHEANTHRL, TOHICOALE HLEFICEAREDITD I B IFRM &,
E/‘oz—:< tgﬁékh'(@&bgo DS 0 EVLEBIZMRATTE DAY,
KRB ASBA, ing. IDYENFREE EHA Bl B TR, ASER T
i . #H9 HA BB HE
Heat oil in a Chinese cooking pan, ada crushea Add some wheal flour and 1beaten egg
garlic and ginger, and fry. to finish. This isjust to thicken the soup.
5 #clofol VB FET A Sod, Oz ALE Z=3A 3| fislod Y
CRY Dhelt 42 9T etk 71met B0l £ HRIE o] KioB Z

s & m

— V=2 F Yii- VYIY =T

Y - LT BANTRE,
kMR SC

Hesl, Biftm, EALME, BE MHRAS
P, B, K.

Add oyster sauce, chili garlic sauce, tomato sauce,
black vinegar and sugar, stir, and add water.

CDol| QOIAEIARA/ x[EPI—IARA. ENfEA
QA BAR. MEE W 4R £ 28 Rt
Illustrated by Shirly Mccallum

BEERERE, FLF -EYEHRS
FHREK Open 24 hrs.
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SEEXE, ACEETETORAGOBVEC L > THEMZSE D, FEEOXFEAHTEAZRALCARY PEHTTEHELS,
EERTX{toMFE EMRE M HEREHENEMNE SHEEH. SEEAAL*P TARRTLBEANRESRX OSIHEBRFIEEHRK o
Words are culture. Their meanings, even when using the same word, can differ greatly depending on culture. Ve hope to show you the many unexpected expressions created by different countries' cultures.

22 Bsict U2 BoPIE=O EFR B2 st Cillo]l [zt SKIKE ZH=rk Z4=el 28} BREoiE olelol B3| xEE % AL

O%fE->7FWELIE? B % BROBEE
ERNEE

WoA 5 E LV (KUCHIGA UMAI)

St

Bk : | LA A h-fo
2. OEOWD &niCHh
HIZWS .

#S: 1.m N SigEo
2. RFIBE B A K N BKO

BIX : REBOFSEVWAS, EEThBL&LSICR0

FHAxAB : KANOJO WA KUCHI
GA UMAIKARA DAMA
SARE NAI YOUNINE

Bla: 'm  u BRI
oY |

MOoFT>E< %%, (KUCHIGASUPPAKUNARU)

m AU CLEAELRVYIE m o FHjeHEE, ,m n
LTWS &%« facomfh ¥ EHo

Appealina Expressions Using
the Word "Mouth" XX XXX XIXIX?

Meaning:
1. Fair-spoken
2. Smooth-tongued

o
)
o
(7]

ct.
2. drhel otgol 7| flshod
s53t7 olok| .

Example:

BIX: AT 28<BBI<SSVEFICEBELTVROIE, OFRE2ESKVSZEZBMABVATT &,

FdkH: KUCHI GA SUPPAKU i

NARU C.URAI MUSUKO NI flf: HBKHFHERT "
CHU1 SHITE IRU NONI ANOKO ZET7, BNFERELZH
WA MATTAKU IUKOTO WO .
KIKANAINDESUYO.

B O H»-FNXB (KUCHI GA SUBERU)

Bl 520 J&EW2TLE 2 <G S 0

ofl 2:
She's verv persuasive so you Qe SaEMTt S&sUT &
should be careful no to be _
X IS siem
cheated. i
Meaning: olg|
Repeating the same thing many Zte og meMo|Lt E/E0| &
times. of et
ol 2

Example:
P QoM A0l U E =S of 7

E FUXIP, JoHE HH

I've warned my son many times ~
but he never listens to me. B
=13
=

Meaning: om)
Say sOhething ihroughtlessly. "' L ey e
by mistake. T3 e HRACH

BIX : BEORBFEERLICE>2>T LE2Iek, BBLESOTOVONIARI>T LEI2 AL, ZHAK,

Ba&A : KIMI NO KEKKON

BANASHI WO KANOJO NI ITTE Bl RIEGRERE WS G
SMIMATTAYO. OSAKE NI

YOTTE TSUI KUCHI GA jo EBZ r, B v
SUBETTE  SHIMATTANDA. B, B,
GOMENNA.

Example: o=
| told her about your marriage Rtdlel ZEof chshA oA 2
plans. I'm sorry but | was sl BfRiod. =of F& Zol g &
drunk and said it by mistake. 2 =l 2t Ojeksh.



= FE iR

W H o E (chQ kb6u cheng zhang)

Bk : oA SHBIBTENFTO £F
BE: SARTRSRIRANE, XELED, OFW, X
EXEBE n TH. T, AFHFI<HhTVDE
WS cé&o
Bla: th—m@ HOKEO
BE: ta yl xiang chu kéu B BOABRVWOEIES L
chéng zhange l'e,
B o2 09 (kbu shi xin f6i)
EEK: OERYFBS0 UXTES
BE: On R, EESm o FVNCE ZFE2TVWAN,
MBI, ALTRBID C&EEAT
W30
fla: TEHER  BHRMEREORLENA,
B zhu yi dian wei lulo, ting B StE-HEESHOLE:
shuo ta shi ge kou shi B [XIM FES ARES
xin fei de ren0 .

BB OmE (tué kdu er chu)

EHiZ ;Fm%%ﬁ, *UUE*J&%%O in* :1.,§T>'§‘D/J‘SH:.'6.:.

2. RLEATILES,
Gla: wARZEHRAMmME: “REEHRO "
BE: ta bujin tu6 kbu 6r chu Hix: FEEBEHT ~F&ETI"

:wo x| huan nie EE>T LEL L,

f/ 0 1/ 1f I It&é P

Meaning ;
Words spoken naturally yei
eloquently.
That is. an eloquent speaker
with literary talent.

Example:
His conversation is always

excellent.

Meaning:
What is said is different from
what is thought.
many good things but he is
thinking something else.

He may say

Example:
You had better be careful. He
is said to speak other than what
lie's thinking.

Meaning:
1. Words suddenly come from
the mouth.
2. Speaking carelessly.

Example:
She said "l love you" almost
unconsciously.

oldl :

QoM L2E Zo| ZCHzE 2%
ol Elck. &, x4, 70| Floq
g2 4.

ofl 2:

a9 FH#He AXILE Floiutoh

olol :

olal Hi7t Egict. Yeor= =
A e X, Hale2Es o
£ Mz #.

ol =2:

ZHeteE A E2 Hok O Y

olOl :
1. MZxIT oA oM LS.
2. & MzZhEx| ofm LE

ol &:
alE xH7|E ZEA “Eobeh
ct. "2t; Zhal HECH
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1# Ml ¢ fl
BT

B DOWN INTHE MOUTH

Meaning:
You look unhappy. You are BEW: LI, O <WFS, BE B EEEK. B8 F
disappointed. 2,

Example: YOLllook down in the mouth, Hiroko. Did you had a qLéarrel with your boy friend last night?

BIX: OBF, EXABVEALTY
B E FonrBE 7T
HLE®?

B RERCERBATRE? B

W ft"WRT?

B HAVE A NUMBER OF MOUTHS TO FEED

Meaning:
Bk : b hiEss BVREK
FRBVWSo

You have to earn enough .
u hav ug m EE¥E—ARF=

money to feed and look after
that number of people.

Example: "Why does he work so hard?" "Don't you know that he has ten mouths to feed?!"

BX: re€H>THAREES i pAHEBENSER
THL< D2, WSHEW o
0?7 HES DAORKE o -
n ? -

BDETREBSBEVAL Egg@iiﬁ@*ﬁ *®
& L !

B MAKE ONE'S MOUTH WATER

Meaning:

The sight Il of food . . .
e sight or smell of foo E: XEhEE?ED, OFY o M ABES

makes you want to eat it very

REETETSNB Lo

much

Example: You smell this? Yes, it mush be Unagi. It makes my mouth water!

PIX: coRAVDAB? £53  gig: — BMEKSE, JERM4
Al CHEBSEEDGL e
sc H-RKE TTB SR B EERO mew
%50 K5 To

ool :

7|7t &ct. ol gict-

ool :

SoFstx| to™ ohEl 7tFo| B
ol dct

ol 2:

as N MEA Yg SRl ? 2
eAL? e 108e J7t=s

FYEx| otom otE.

ot lo
o =
Tl
o
o
iy
>
)
o
nin
1
rir
ne

o 2:
ol Al 2A7L|?
Zoq Aok, of I Al=o| il

EEl ol



52 [E 75 e

: ARV, 2F W, BANFK  mE BAI2KE, 11HBEEMo
WAn_Iol 2 Q%% K‘Ié%jjl [[H'E' ﬁf;FﬁEL\)&LT LE2E B G =R j(g’ ﬁl«;{;ﬁ
of ¢Hg ool gicte 5 OT, ELVRAFTERLE m®

W3 Eko
o : olHUo #MeE ol YEolats § ol R&Lict.
ol . . — -
E"‘—.L' . BHlX: SEODZEICODVTR, B B4 BRE S, BEE e qun
Ibonile gwanhesonun ibi F12O&%>TEEVRTE '

. . . g,

yoldulirado halmali opsumnida. FtHA,
m o Eoi2 HWEx #7{ok Lol ECt. (Ibe duloongottosamqyoya negosidoenda.)

BIR : ol A2 E£0 Mk ZF N _
oo : BLE, BED EOLES MBI SHKict. @ e
F¢& YolE ZoiFEIE HAOZE BV, DE . ASTER BMEA< rriijtim, ith
57| ©tRl= etME = gictes bz E5AET BET
ool F. BOTEBRVEWSE o

Ko

ol : ol Eoi2 WT A7oF W ZWo| Ectn XS AAXME M7 dMoles HalstH ot
ol BlX: oA EEDERKAE

Ibe duloon gotto samqyoya negosi
doendago wanjonhi keyacsorul
jacsonghagijonenun

bangsimhamyon andoe.

( lbiwonsuda.)

olOl :

e &R E FstHU 28 B
E EA EURE M UdHRXMFH

st 2

o EB:.&8 Mol MR &2 st1
eledy - Bl -

Sonul ssisumyo jonmuni yogul
hagoitnunde hwajangsileso
jonmuga nawatta.

Ah !Ibi wonsuda, wonsu.

fi o m E

(Ibiyoldulirado halmaliopta.)

oA 120> TE, FEL

TLhe, BZOEOLKES .
BTWAS, BRRICRNEZE
E2ETR., MEEY

r.._ro

jrkEA B, KN rru il
B BARI IS K, A5
ol

D AR, DR 0o b ED
WoRe WS 2 &,

ER: HAWEfN. BMROW, W

Ml Bz iRo

Aed Aol ™FIH LACH ot ol

fach e

FEREVGNF SEEOED
z2\W2Thks, MMLHS
EBHNTT EL. & -, B
MhIC m2 e,

By -8 R EF -2 R EHH
e, RIBE 2SHEWATH

®T, W OBROE,

a

Meaning :
There is nothing you could say
even if you had twelve mouths.
That is. you have made a
serious mistake and are unable
to make any excuse.

Example:
| couldn't excuse the matter
even | had twelve mouths.

Meaning:
The food in my mouth be—
comes mine only after | swal—
low it. Thai is. | can only feel
easy about a matter after giving
the finishing touches to it.

Example:
The food in my mouth be-—
comes mine only after | swal—
low it. Thus, | have to be care—
ful until the contract is com—
plete.

Meaning:
The mouth is an enemy. That
is, the mouth is the origin of
troubles.

Example:
| was washing my hands while
speaking ill of the managing
director. Then, he came out of
the toilet. Oh, my mouth
betrayed me.

25
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1958 % . FE « LBEE
N, hEm I ZEMPHRE
2% AFEFTIckl., BE.
SNEMREHRE, EX
F2x Y AX Y KE-EekM
P, BH, 7Y k&
FIEADHBICFY LY
XK. BEo0&XRBE2ERKT
wWELZWL EWns 0FER
T-71x tiamsEmm0

R A&

JO58E £ eh K L,
WEREBS LEEWH
beo maEgiks A%, flift
lik% mg 247 K 2 B BHE &

MR, 878 BURF FEH
BREX®EEKN m
. MERFEXSEB R
Mg, HEFRE HEK K
frivBIEE B, o #-BIVER
MR KA EThO

ZHANG SHACKIJUN

Bom in Snanshai, Lliina in
1958. A  graduate of
Shanghai Crafts and Arts
University, he arrived lo
Japan 4 years ago. Now a
post-graduate student at
Tama Arl University where
he approaches his art world
Ilhrough design, phoio-
graphy and images of
Chinese Characters in water
color. His favorite artist is
Shiko Munakaia.

T M2B
195844 &3 4&3&tol &
M M5tolAl Bolol=EH
EY F, 449™ =Y
#AH cCiotOl=cHE (ZEE
T, EERE
o|O|x|& XM= | ALEI
CIRtQl & oiE{Zoko] =%
s Aol EFHE ZAMS
L7t Alckm stk Eof
St= OlE|IAEE FLUZHE
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Harvest Moon

The moon can be seen shining in the
evening sky anywhere in the world, lls
light spreads calmly even over the streets
of Tokyo, where the dizzy neon lights
seem to forget ihe night.
A special treat at this time of the year is
the harvest moon, which falls on
September 11 (Friday) this year, or
August 15 on 'he lunar calendar. This is
ihe day when the full moon is said to be
at its most beautiful.
It has long been a custom in Japan lo
hold haiku meetings and moon-viewing
events to enjoy and appreciate the beauty
of the full moon.
This year, Mukojima Hyakkaen in
Suniida-ku, Tokyo will hold a "Moon
Viewing Festival" for three days from
September 10 (Thursday) to 12
(Saturday). Activities will go on until
9:00 p.m. Why notjoin in, enjoy the
koto music being played and the
blooming hagi on display (Japanese bush
clovers), and drink in the lovely full
moon evening?
In addition to such traditional moon
viewing activities, you can also visit a
planetarium for a more scientific gaze al
the moon. A number of them have
unique programs suited to the harvest
moon, moon-viewing, and other
enjoyments.
Traditionally in Japan, the shaded pat—
tern on ihe moon's surface has been said
to be a rabbii pounding rice for rice
cakes. Whal do you see in your country?
Surely, it is very nice to view the moon
peacefully once a year. You may even
be reminded of your home or see it re—
flected in the moon.
(Mami Sasaki)

Sunshine Planetarium «03-3989-3475)

JR Ikcbukuro Slaiion

Fealuring "The Harvest Moon”

X00 yen for adults. 500 yen for cliiklren

Goto Planelarium, Astronomical Museum
(03-3407-7409)
JRShibuya Slaiion
Scplemhor 11 (Friday) and 12 (Salurdav) al'ier
zunsci. Moon-Viewing

Planetarium Room. Nakano Cultural Center
(03-3383-1631)
JR Nakano Slaiion
September Il (Friday): Special program
(Slory ofihe harvestmoon, lull moon viewing)
100 yen for adults, 50 yen for children

Planetarium, Educational Scientific Hall,

llubaslii-ku (03-3559-6561)
K:imiiiabashi Station, Tobu Tojo Line
September 12 (Saturday): (autumn program)
"Longing for (he Moon... A Holiday on Luna"
Sopiember 15 (holiday). 10:45 Specially
projected moon. 500 yen for adulls, 150 yen
for senior high school siudents and under

Mukojima Uyakkaen (03-3611-8705)
Higashi Mukojima Slaiion. Tobu Isc/aki Line
September 10 (Thursday). Il (Friday), 12
(Saturday). Open 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
(normally closes al 4:30), 100 yen for adults,
elementary schools children and younger and
persons 65 and <
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From the Vitality of
a Chinese Student
"About Love, Tokyo"

As already discussed in We're,
young students from abroad now
living in Tokyo are working hard to
make their way in this city. "About
Love. Tokyo" tells the story of
Hojun, one such student. Hojun
lives dynamically, yet his life is also
tinged with sorrow. Baring some
big city truths, the film takes a sharp
slice out of modern Tokyo.

Hojun comes frOh Beijinsz. He goes
to a Japanese language school every
day but he also wOfks at a
slaughterhouse to earn money. One
day, he meets by chance Irin, a

Chinese girl who was born in Japan.
He falls in love with her.

The siory progresses as a strange
triangular love affair forms between
Hojun, Irin and a middle-aged
Pachinko store manager who is
impotent. All three have respec—
tively experienced discrimination
and their hearts still ache because of
it. Yet they are very warm when
they talk and they see each other as
human beings rather than Chinese
and Japanese.

The leading role is played by Wu-
Chaoton, a Japanese language
school student. He was chosen for
the part through an ordinary public
audition. He says, "The role of
Hojun surely overlaps my present
life to some extent, but | tried to
express myself as an Oldinary
human being."

The film, which opens with a
grotesque slaughterhouse scene, is
curiously indicative of Tokyo in ihe
1990's.

# "About Love, Tokyo" (Directed
by Mitsuo Yanagimachi)

Opening in mid-December at
Cinema Square Tokyu (Shinjuku:
03-3232-9274)
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Dance All Night
to Salsa

"Bingo Bongo"
Salsais hot: Its charm lies in its hot
Latin blood and sensual poetry
which fills the sound with sweet and
sentimental yel passionate expres—
sions of love.
Its musicians absorb the hot-blooded
passion with their souls, and it
penetrates their bodies and conics
out again as sound. This is human
music which doesn't
machinery.

rely on
When our reporter
spoke to Mr. Genta Ogawa. he said.
"l want to play salsa that expresses
the poetry as brighter, straighter and
constantly moving."
A former memberof "Orchesta de la
Luz," Mr. Ogawa has since formed
the band "Bingo Bongo." It was
with ihe previous group that he first
experienced real salsa with his body.
He says, "l want to create Japanese
salsa. It may not be the real thing,
but | believe new music always
grows out of quasi-music." Perhaps
he can say this because he was first
recognized outside Japan. In this
sense, he is rather like a car that has
been exported and then re-imported.
"Our target is Japan but that does not
mean only the Japanese," he adds. "l
also hope to see more Chinese and
Korean people listening to salsa." In
fact, his eyes are directed al the
whole world.
To truly experience salsa, you must
seeit live. "We sell time notsound,"
he says. By "linie", he means "time
spent dreaming." The slage is alive
with the musicians, dancers, and hot
rhythm. You will find your body
naturally drawn into movement. Itis
irresistible, and you will want to
experience again and again the hoi
salsa night and its dream-like magic.
(Junko Hoshiyama)
«Live performance planned from
October 1st, once a 0O|Oluh at
Crockodile in Shibuya (03-3499-
5205)
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A Magical Book for a
Long Autumn Night

"A Secret of Dr. Honigbergar"
In Japan, we often use ihe
expression "long autumn night." It
was originally used in reference to
the cool, pleasant autumn evening.
Summer nights are just long and hot.
In autumn, however, we listen to the
music made by autumn insects in the
garden and we forget the passing
time while enjoying the evening
coolness.
We would like to introduce a book
here we feel may be suited to the
magical autumn night.
The book is "The Secret of Dr.
Honighelgar" (Fukutake Bunko. 380
yen - in Japanese), written by
Mircea Eliade (1907 to 1986). He is
best known as the religious scienlist
who wrote the masterpiece "Sci to
Zoku (Saint and Secular)." But he
also had another side as a writer who
wrote numerous stories in his native
Rumanian tongue. In faci, he is
appreciaied as the greatest fantasy
writer of the 20th century. His
writing style is characterized by eyes
which saw "ihings not of this
world."
The story tells of a serious scholar
studying the Orient who lives in
Bucharesl. Rumania. One day. he
receives a letter from Mrs. Zelrenty
who lives in the same city. She
invites him to her house. There, she
asks that he finish a work started by
her late husband but left uncom—
pleted by his (Jeath. The work is a
biography of one Dr. Honigbergar.
who was a famous physician and
also aserious scholar studying India.
Accepiing ihe task, he begins
arranging the ex-husband's book. It
is here that he learns a strange secret
related to the man's death ... and that
he is existing very close to them but
in a place different from their world.
Though near, it is somewhere we
normally would never be able to go
nor even catch a glimpse of. Dis—
covering how to get to this place,
then, became Mrs. Zelrenty's hus—
band's obsession to the end of his
days.
The author's deep meditation and
thought arc magnificently crystal—
lized in this book. Another of his
masterpieces, "The Night of Seram-
pore" is also included in the book,
and conveys the author's strong
passion for India and summarized in
the most beautiful fashion.
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Are you looking for new friends? Do you want to learn a foreign language? Looking for a job? Do you want to study something? Would you like lo join a group activity? This is your chance to ask for or respond to anything.
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1. The editorial department is giv—

ing away ten pairs of invitation
tickets to an exhibition of
+ Chihiro hvasaki's paintings to be
held at the Picture Book Mu—
seum. Chihiro lwasaki was a
painter who chose only children
as her lifelong theme. Sched—
uled from September 11 to No—
vember 15, the exhibition is en—
titled "Chihiro"s Purple."
The Picture Book Museum is
located a 7-min. walk from
Kami-lgusa Station on the Seibu
Shinjuku Line.
(Editorial department)

| am giving away a wooden
double bed. It's not new but still
usable for many more years.
Could you come and pick it up?

(Hiroshi Morita.Toshima-ku)

| am looking for Korean-
Japanese or Chinese-Japanese
books. (Noriko Uchiyama.

Office worker/Nakano-ku)

1 would like to give away a
Japanese  (Jictiol ary and
Japanese encyclopedia written
for elementary school children
to someone who has just started
learning the Japanese language.
They are best suited to learning
elementary Japanese. | also
used them to study Japanese at
an early stage.
(Lee Syoukoku.
Student/Shinjuku-ku)

¥ TEACH & LEARN
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Are you interested in Korean
cullure? Let's learn and enjoy
traditional Korean dancing and
musical insirunients together.
(Sunja Kim. Tel.: 0424-71-0387;
Housewife/Higashi Kurume city)

We want to seriously study
English conversation and are
looking for a person who can
teach us the basics of English
thoroughly. The time and fee
can be agreed upon.
(Komatsu/Harakawa,
OL's/Shinjuku-ku)
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WANTED

The Bunkyo-ku International
Friendship Exchange Associa—
tion will host a-beginners' course
in Japanese daily conversation.
You are cordially invited lo join
the course to make your daily
life in Japan more enjoyable,
(must live, work, or attend
shcool in Bunkyo-ku)

Dale: Bunkyo-ku Women's Center
Class fee: ¥ 5.000 (including texl)
How to apply: Please apply by mail.
Deaillinc lor applying: Septemhor 1 /.
1992.

Bunkyo-ku International Friend—
ship Exchange Association

do (Horikiri) Bunkyo-ku city
office

|-16-21. Kasuga. Bunkyo-ku.
Tokyo 112

EMPLOY

| am looking for a person who

can assist me. Any nationality.

The work is related to weight

control. We are helping people

who want improve their physical

constitution. | can give you
more details over the phone.

(Shihoko Okazaki.

Tel.: 03-5709-5042

Office worker/Shinagawa-ku)
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. "Ashii Forum" holds parties

once a month to provide "an
opportunity for international
exchange between Japanese and
foreigners in Japan. Sponsored
by Toshima-ku. the regular
gatherings encourage a casual
drop-in atmosphere to welcome
people from various countries.
Date and lime:
September 12 (Saturday).
6:00 lo 8:00 p.m.
Place: Kinro-Fukushi Kaikan.
Toshima-ku
Fee: 1000 yen
("Ashu Forum" [Wada].
Tel: 03-3981-0952)

I am living at the foot of M. Fuji
where the water and air are re—
markably delicious. | am look—
ing for friends who speak Eng—
lish. Any nationality, age or sex.

(Miyuki Hanazano

3 Shimoyoshida. Fujiyoshida City,

Yamanashi Prefecture 403)

To respond to adds without an
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We're always welcomes your
messages or
"WANTED".

requests for
We will accept

almost anything including party
and event information.
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GoingtoW ar__
Recalling the War's End

Once again this hot summer, the
August anniversary of World War Il's
end has come and gone.

There is a pattern here which is
repeated year after year. Yel. whai is
the reason, really? Merely ihe
recollection of past history? Or to
make a cOliparison between wanime
and peace time and then give thanks
for peace?

We note a newspaper article which
says thal broadcasts of war dramas
suddenly decreased in number
compared to previous years. One TV
producer said that it is their policy to
broadcast war dramas whenever they
want, rather than only on the
anniversary of the war's end. Actually,
it has been said that TV audience
ratings drop if ihe word "war" appears
inaT Viiile.

Probably, people's interest in ihe war

has dropped. On the other hand, ihe

PKO Law recently passed in the Diet
raised many discussions before its
approval (and in fact conlinues to do
s0). It was even expected lo be a major
issue in the Upper House elections
held after its establishment.

Nevertheless, voter turn out was low

and the Liberal Democratic Parly,
which passed the Law. won an
overwhelming majority.

A student from China comments,
"Many young Japanese are against the

PKO but they do not express their

opinions. Why?"

Prior to the August 15 anniversary, we

took the theme "going to war” to
discussiOfis  with some foreign
students living in Japan.

Some opinions:

"Young people are now more affected
by mass media and thus mass media
should lake more responsibility in
broadcasting news and comments."

"No. Mass media, especially
newspapers, distribuie the news
fairly. It is not the mass media
which is responsible. The problem
lies with ihe public as receivers of
news."

Foreigners' Comments

on the Fear of War
Many foreigners said that Japanese
indifference to war is problematic.
Young people must first go to a war if
one occurs. Most of the foreign
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students have experienced being

enlisted or becoming soldiers.

"1had to go to war because | was
enlisted. If a war occurs. | will be
sent to the from and kilother
people. Or | will be killed. What
could be more fearful?"

No Japanese young man today has
ever experienced war. (There are
young men in ihe self-defense forces,
but we would have to say iluii most
young Japanese have nol experienced
the fearof war.)

Wiih  respeci to ihe

establishment of the PKO Law:

"Dispatching medical care and
technical assistance is certainly
better than only giving money."

"Other Asian countries are showing
great concern about Japan's PKO.
Why? Because Japan is still not
trusted in Asia. There are many
things which Japan needs to do first.
One important thing is to resolve the
issue of comfori women. The thrust
is that the really important problems
have been ignored. Yel Japan can
easily distort its constitution to
provide for a PKO in response to
pressure from other countries. In
this respect. Japan is still to be

receni

"But a PKO related war is not rational
atall. The Japanese would not be so
siupid. If they were to start a war
now, nothing would be gained.
Instead, they would lose everything.
War is stupid, and the Japanese
know this better than any other
Asian people. Today, the many
advantages ihey enjoy have come
from economic reasons only."

"Surely no warcould occur now. Yet.
if acivil war broke out in China, for
example, throwing the country into
chaos, then what would happen to
Japan? Japan has loaned a
tremendous amount of money to
China. And what would happen if
Japan realized thal money would
never be repaid?"
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. Dr. Slraimc Love
1964. U.K./USA.
Direclor: Stanley Kubrick
A chilling black comedy about
the out-brcak of nuclear war
between ihe U.S.A. and
U.S.S.R. set in lhe cold war
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Wouldn't it be natural to dispatch
armed forces to secure mortgages and
other properties?

International Contribution

to Whom?

A new war ... the Japanese are too
indifferent to this. Nevertheless, there
is always the possibility that a world
war may begin tomorrow. The Persian
Gulf war has yet lo be peace-fully
resolved. The danger of a fire igniting
still exists somewhere under-ground.
Japan will never start a war but.
someday, a fire o1 the opposite river
bank may spread to this side.

Another thing we have to consider is
that the PKO was not requested by the
countries in Asia, the Middle East and
Africa. It was requested by the
developed countries in Europe and
North America.

Il is called "an international contribu—
tion." But "international" includes
only Europe and America. Japan has
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2 The Deer Hunter

1978, US.A.
Director: Michael Cimino
A film depicting lhe madness
of ihe Viemam War expressed
in great realism. The Russian
roulette :
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Full Metal Jacket

1987, US.A.
Director: Stanley Kubrick
Cleverly divided into two
parts, this film first portrays
the insaniiy of bootcamp and
then of the Vietnam War itself.
Especially cffeciive is ihe use
of an urban war seiting.
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All Quiei on ihe Weslem Fronl  [5.
193

0, US.A.

Director: Lewis Milestone
Based on Remarque's best-seil-
ing hook aboul his experiences
asa German soldier in the First
World War, this film takes a
hard look at ihe meaningless—
ness and misery of war.

FHR M,

Mv-Villacc Was a Battlefield

1962. US.SR.
Director: Andrej Tarkovsky
War is expressed through the
misery of a boy Ivan whose
hometown is occupied by ihe
German army during ihe
Second World War.

- Lio| niE2 TR

Zr=-ot=go] - lg}ze_é.l"_n
AF| —-A| 2 XCiFol A
Sgizo] ofs

U7 ofpkAtA |
E35l0 HHZ TAL



EEE, OHFBAYELTLD
¥, 65—F#AT BEDI UT
BB AEHT, C&T, &L
“—AHO rREBE, 0O28%
EFLCANK S5ELTVS, Th

WREHNER. EHEPKOZER
FRRAN/(KEE,

n AEEE -XCBEY, Ffti
EREAMREC MBE", ifitL

EERICESRR Hk"®? R

D | S

already become a developed country
economically and is now ready to
receive its membership as a nation
capable of providing not only money
but also experts. This is the one of the
most significant meanings of the PKO
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Top Ten War Films
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. The Bovs from Brazil

1979. UK.
Director: Franklin J. Schaffner
After the Second World War,
scientist Mengele attempts to
build the Third Imperial Nation
and made a terrifying plan lo
produce clone men from Hiller's
blood stored in frozen state.
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Mich a Long Absence

1960. France
Director: Anri Corpi
A husband lost his whole
memory after brain damages
during the war while the wife
continues to wait his return
home.
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769

Law.

Is Japan trying to move out of Asia

again?

Is it trying lo be number one
not only economically bul
militarily as Asia's leader?

also
The

Japanese people must identify them—
selves. Are they members of amilitary
power, or an economic power?

We should think about the above,
taking the PKO as an example. And
we must realize the vital importance of
giving careful thought and review to
what the "aniliversary" of the war's end
really implies.
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8. The Braves Fell into Hell

1969. Italy, Swiss
Director: Luchino Visconti
This picture shows a wealthy
family in Germany during the
Second World War. The Nazis
deprives the family of its
wealth and power.

©

Red Kaoling 1987. China
Director: Chan Ilhmou
Shandong Province was
peaceful in the 1920's and Mr.
Chauru at lasi got his happy
home after hardship.
ever. a terror suddenly started:
Japanese soliders started an
invasion.
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10. When the Wind Blows

1986. U.K.
Director: Jimmy T. Murakami
Terrors of nuclear wars i
volving ordinary pure, simple
people are expressed by :
nialion in an easily under—
standable manner with horri—
fying scenes.
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Horoscope A. Overall fortune Lot
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oroscope Sign

It's in the Stars. This Month's H
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Tenbinza (Libra) Persons
born between September 24
and October 23.
Strong sense of beauty
and reasonable

This person is cheerful and open-

minded with other people and im

parls a sense of relief. He or she is

also persistent and optimistic in al

respects. However, ideas once fixed

ot EA.
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in ihe head are strongly adhered to.

In this way, Tenbinza tend to ignore

everything else around them. Thus

it is important to pay attention to

one's surroundings once in a while.
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Many of the people who visit our editorial department are able to
different languages. Since this kind of ability is very unusual in J
ihem "walking We're people." Their talents have probably a
number of factors, including birthplace, living environment, hard
We're issold as a "Polyglot Magazine." and we will continue to try

same vitality in our efforts as we see in those people who come tc
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Call for Artwork: We're lookiim for your "Handmade Artwork". All original and non-displaved work is acceptable.

Requirements: Any age, gender, nationality is fine professional or amature is OK. Group or school entrants accepted.
Prizes: Grand prize— 1million yen.
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