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We're takes pleasure in interviewing and offering closs-Lp profiles of foreigners living in Japan. This month features Mr. Oh Yong Ki, a silver-medaiist as a member of
the Korean national handball team at the Seoul Olympics.
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The Golden
Southpaw, No. 11

Oh was born into a farming family in
[Zenrado] in the district of [KainanJ.
a small village on the seacoast
located in the southern part of Korea.
From the time of his youth, he was
always sood at athletics and literally
had piles of notebooks he had
received as first place prizes on field
clays at school. He joined the
handball club in his first year in
junior high school and. continuing to
improve his skills, succeeded in
join in« the national team as a
university sophomore. It was also at
this time that he first visited Japan
while on a playing tour.

After graduation, he participated on
the KmOlean team at the Seoul
Olympics, an event that lead to
festivities in ms hometown. In Korea
the sense of anticipation at winning a
medal is far greater than in Japan.
Once you become a medalist, you are
set up with a lifelong pension. In his
case, too, he is still receiving 3
million won (about 60,000 yen)
every month. So. why do you
suppose it is he came to Japan?

Even though the Olympics were
over, he still wanted to continue to
play handball, but in Korea there
were no organized company teams
for men (at present, there is one; at
that time, there were only those for
women). He could have stayed with
the national team, but, with no
certain guarantees of a future job, he
was hesitant about going on with that
rigorous way of life month after
month for another four years for an
income that was not that «real.

Japan ..... it was always there in the
back of his mind from the time he
was a student at university. And
then, a year before the Olympics,
along came a scout from a Japanese
company team. Not knowing the
first thins about Japan or the
language, he nonetheless resolved
then and there to give it a try, to pin
his hopes on Japan and start his
second life of handball.
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Confronting the
Differences Between

Japan and Korea
In March 1989, Oh became an
employee of Nakamura Transpon
Co. in Japan and joined their
handball team.
For a year, he studied the language,
attending classes at a Japanese
lansuase school. At the time he
arrived, not knowing left from right
and being all alone, going to class
and making new friends was his
single greatest pleasure.
That's when he met Yun PyO|+Sun,
his present wife. A silver-medalist
on the Korean women's handball
team at the Los Angeles Olympics,
she, too, as you might expect, was
scouted out by a Japanese team and
came in 1987, somewhat earlier than
he did.
Yun talks about her bewilderment
upon arriving in Japan.
"It took me quite a while to get used

Oh Youg Ki

Born in [Zenrado, Kainan-district,
Hokuheimen], Korea in 1965. Joining

the Korean national handball team as |

a university student, he went on to
take the silver medal in the 1988
Seoul Olympics. The following year
he was scouted by a Japanese
company team and came to Japan.
He is now in his fourth year of living in
Japan. Last year, he married Yun
Pyon-Sun, like himself a champion
handball player from Korea. Next
year in May, the second generation
will be coming along. "We're not
going to force o4t children to play
handball. It's just too touch a sport,"
they both say in unison.
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to the way things were done here. In
Korea, they might call them company
teams, they're actually treated
somethin« more like senii-
professionals. The team members
don't really do any work; all they
have to do is just practice handball
everyday. So. instead of bein«
company employees, they're treated
more like athletes. However, in
Japan, first of all you have your work
to do and then after that comes
handball. | was given the job of
inspecting parts in a factory. Now,
that's not what i came to Japan to do.
It really hurt my pride."

Meanwhile. Oh found himself
befuddled by the way practice is
carried out in Japan.

"In Japan, when your shot makes a
point, they just tell you what a good
shot it was. In Korea, the coacn IS
always pointing out ways to improve
your strokes, even if it does make a
point. In Japan, it's only when you
miss that you have to reflect on what
you did wrong."

Still, for the both of them, after two
years, or three vears. the longer you
live in Japan the more you become
adjusted to life here, and now, by
contrast: Tve come to think that
living here is easier ancl more
convenient." This was Oh’s opinion.

For Sports There Are No
National Boundaries

In handball, team play is the thin«. In
that respect, it should have taken
more than an ordinary amount of
effort to become familiar with playing
in another country where you don't
understand what's being said. But,
with a beaming smile. Oh expresses it
in simple terms. "They're always so
sood to me." Once vou enter the
court, there you are, bumping into one
another, in a world where nothing
counts but your own real abilities.
What can lanmiase possibly mean
there? That's the real significance of
sports, national borders are just
meaningless.

Japanese amateur handball first
started scouting out athletes in Korea
about ten years aso. Since then, a
number of players have been invited
every year to play on company teams
throushout the country. That's
beamse Korea has shown itself to be
superior to Japan in terms of real
capabilities. Also in the background
are other factOls. Korea, for example,
has fewer places than Japan where
amateurs can actively engage in their
sport.

"l don't think that Japanese players
feel so strongly conscious about
winning as Koreans do," Oh said in a
subdued voice. After all, in Korea, if
you go to the Olympics, you get to
skip the draft. The strong underlying
impulse is clearly different.
Somewhere around there you might
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come across one of the reasons that
give rise to this discrepancy in
abilities.

Oh is 187.5 centimeters tall: Yun is
179. When they're standing there
together, everyone around them looks
small.

Not Quite Ready Yet To Give
In To The Younger Players

He let us look in on an afternoon
practice session on one particular
Saturday. Tasuchi, both coach and a
player on the same team, had this to
say about Oh. "When he joined the
team, he turned out to be a real
stimulus. Being a southpaw, he’s our
point-getting champ. Oh. he's got
technique all risht. Watching his
footwork is a lesson in itself. Paku,
another player Ironi Korea, is the
team captain and he's our sub-
captain. both of them real good guys.
They work hard and are doing lheir
best to hold up the team."

To set as far as he has. Oh, who came
to be called the Golden Southpaw,
had to go through a lot, of course, at
times even having the urge to throw
in the towel.

"When | 20t into university, like
anyone else, | thought I'd just enjoy
student life and play handball only
when 1 felt like it. But that's not the
way you do tilings, you know. |
remember there was even one
occasion when |just simply took off ,
and it wasn't really until my second
year at the university that handball
began to hold my attention.
Whatever is may be, as lonu as you
make the effort, what you Uet back in
return is what you've put in. that's the
way [ think now."

At present he has a four-year contract
with his company. Will he stay in
Japan after he retires? This is how he
answered that question. "I feel like I'd
like to stay here and study a little bit
more. Still, | think you'll understand
when | say that some time or other |
want to 20 back to the place where |
came from. Of course. I'm not
thinking of quitting now. I'm not
ready to be pushed aside by the
younser players yet and | have
enough confidence in myself to think
that | won't be. I'm jusi at the point
where handball is sartins to set
interesting again”

From the time he was a student in the
third year ofjunior high school up to
the present, he's always had Number
Eleven on his uniform. The fact that
he was born on the eleventh dav of
the eleventh month has something to
do with it and, besides, in Korea
everyone says that plaver number
eleven is the best, so that's why he
chose that number. We're sure to see
Number Eleven around the courts for
a few more years to come. Facing
league play set to begin in January of
next year, every day is devoted to
practice.
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MEEES, HRENBXGRaE
Speaking out in the New Year - "Dear Neighbor"
XXX DXIXXIX XXX XXX

ZA5ZAFF|ICEAINDOH D BRI LWSEE, ABRXICRENLLEE WHhNh 3 A
AHEERFLITIC, CESIHLEBRREVITERL, BEVICHRILEI I EWVS, Lt
VWXL EKBEANB0 TR, HESEFEMCVLWI EEL, ABXK LSS A, B
AN7EZAS A BhiICiRTIOELAEVPD HULNIE. B 2K H WD 0 XRICEENDH
SThun, B EXKCDEAG>TWLE®HIZ, £9> gvtw:t%%wéi:t#b
L THhES, T3FEXTC . We' refREFTIEIKE., HICT7>voy— NBALTH
5270 SASALSIEIhELNZEDHY, EOI2H0HhY, HFVICHEXKT
ETCHEIEEHEEON AL DL H Y BEWT* Wl -wX bW 2hH T,

INHDEIL, ARSAREALBERR Rz dbbETH7?

“BIEML7EEE, BHWRET. CRSEEAHSHRRAESTESEEBEAEK,
FrAREIRERBFARBR MM, HERIFRECEN, TERS —BEENIE BEE
AKPIER, B#zcR. RFHEREZGHEE, BEREAEK, E2E4AK, HER
WXEFR, BFBIMESERKRHIRK, CFBISKERNIRNK, RZFENDN
ko 2EE, BTHBERPNRT, HZMLEUBLEREFEE, BESERE,

) NEMIMBFENFEEBPHRMET T HAE, EEREENAX KSR, BEEEHKM
HHEERNER, CAENBIRENER, AR HERNEANBEMELTHNER,
XEKEEXEEXXNERO

HTHELEENES, THAXRERE. AE3. E=2RrH?

The poDular cry of "internationalization" of the recent past seems to have lost its voice.
Frankly, Japanese society has never been accustomed to nor has it adapted to the
concepts of international interchange and promoting mutD4l friendship. That is not to
say that interchange and friendship meetings aren't good; certainly they are. But
foreigner or Japanese, there will always be some people with whom it is impossible to
be congenial or who clearly upset you. And quarrels, after all, are a form of
interchange. So why not cast aside less than sincere overtures and begin saying what
we really feel and think? Let's start expressing what we want to say without reserve, as
a means of establishing long-term associations with our neighbors. Taking this view,
We're's editorial department sought out the cooperation of its readers in conducting an
opinion survey. Responses ranged from convincing to offensive or too personal to be
printed, and others triggered considerable laughter among department staff.

What comments, whether in agreement or disagreement, do you have on these
opinions?

XX KXXXNNX KXXIKNK X XIKXK XXX KXKK KX AKX XK X X
XX, XXXXN XXMXXNX KXX. XX XXX KMRXMKXX KX XK XXX KX XX
X XX KXXX XX XK XIXXX KKK XXX XX X XXX XXX KX KX X
M, DI DM DA DI I MR DA, DI XA DA DA DR DX
XX KKXKX XXXXX KKK KKK KK, KK KKXK weRe KKKKXK XK, X
XXM RIMNXMN MXMX. XXX XKMNX KX XX KXK, XK XX KX XXXX
MMM KX MK KX XXX X XX KX XKXK, KXXX KXXK XXX
XX XXX XX XXX

D DA XXX IR X« XX . BRI XIRIXNINE 2

lllustrated by Takahashi Yukio

H
as)



EN IN KCME”* 120/\3



We re Report

REBONXIZBAFRE
LORHHELTHLL?

BAK. HIcEEHILIREEHOD
ekt biICh2ZELNE
BRA R W, FEDICEEED A
B2 hnizArHe AL HL
HRANZOBWEITHD
EoKibe2&Gdbhbhh >
7=, FLHEEBUNAD
AEXKIZES > THKE
EET IV DD,
(rL—yT7XREHE. 24£)

JAT7L: COER. BHEAL
LoTlk, BOBWEDSD &Y
UBANGHEBEHR LEND O
330

r o WEEBNIMNRO HEFE &
BYD2DO2H3S, REBEFXELED
SU»BVO,

(BERALZHE, 2318)

—H.XTOENRMKRAZXRA
LLTVREVSRMWE.
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BxN, B2 BENES
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B, BE, NRERKEZEHR
BBHEO BME BRI 2%
SBREFHEMENLSE, B
Kz, RMELEnEm
WABK, EETERESEEH
BEKTER?

(BreEER. B, 24)

& G EREZEAXARIAME
WER. BMHEE AABEHEE
g ?

CEARR BHEEZE SEIUN
ERAW, 5, BREEXRZB?”

(AERA, &)

Rz, st¥il RABERENE
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freE8 R A ARBER /122
B, ERHFREEE BFE,
(AN, BE, XBHE)
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ERBEEREHRMNKo

B:EA, B, 2FB«)

we  axtritEFEFeH X
EWEBEA. BREBRUBERN

English-Speakers Do not
Need to Speak Japanese?

"Japanese, especially young
Japanese, are only interested
in becoming friends with
English speaking foreigners.
Certainly, it helps to study
English. B4 if the Japanese
choose not to associate with
people from other coLhtries for
this reason, how many non-
English speaking foreigners
can be expected to learn
Japanese?"

(Malaysian male, student)

Here we see a basic truth for the
Japanese. Yet why do Japanese want
to study English?

"After all. English is becoming the
common language of the world and
isn't this because English s

(Japanese female, company employee)

On the other hand, there is the
argument that this is making English-
speaking people in Europe and North
America conceited.

"Study the Japanese language before
pointing out a lack of English
capability among the Japanese
people.”

(Japanese male, university employee)

"Those who behave in a conceited
way when they have no special talent
other than speakiim English are

XXX XXX
XXXNX XXX & X 2

XXX, KX XXXXNX XXX
X XXXX XXX XXX XX
X XXX KKK XX. ZX
XX KXMXX X KXX. X
XX KX KXXX XXX XX
MXX KX XX XXXX XX
X MXXXX MXX XXX XX
X MXXK XXX XXXEZ X
XX DRI,

HXXXXX KK, XX)

X XX, KXMXMXNM KX
XX HXNM., X KXXX XX
X MK XXXN KXNX.

XX XN XX XXX
MXNMX XX XXX XX XX
X XXXKXXKX.

XX B, XIK)

KX, XXX XXX XXXX
XX KKK XXX XX,

MXXN KXKXX XX XX
MXXXNM XX XX XXNXX
KX M.

XX KX, KXIXX)

XXX X MK KX K XXX
KX XXX KXXX XXXX
MK XXX X XX, MXX X
XXXXN K XXX XXX X
X X DX XX,

XXX KK, KXIX)
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(REA. B, XEHH)
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RE. R, AL “HE T2
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R, BREZNER K EBé #tHARE
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inexcusable. | hate those who ofter
no special ability other than being
foreigners."

(Japanese male, company employee)

To be sure, there are Occidentals who
cannot speak Japanese at all after
living in Japan for five years. Yet
foreigners other than Occidentals
learn Japanese quickly after living
here only a few years. Why is this?
One Chinese female views it this
way:

"Occidentals living in China for a
long time study Chinese hard. This is
not true in Japan. Isn't this probably
because the Japanese have created a
society that does not require English-
speaking people to study Japanese?"
(Chinese female, university student)

and a non-Japanese American
Endish instructor has this to say:

"I am amazed at the attitudes of the
Japanese towards foreigners."
(American male, English instructor)

Japan is clearly a country in which
English speakers can live without
knowing Japanese. Arsuments
su«2est that Japanese society itself
tolerates this. A number of
foreigners are certainly content with
it, while many foreisners and
Japanese alike are stumped by il. Bul
the opinions most heard were
criticisms against the Japanese and
Japanese society for tending to place
an overemphasis on the Occident.
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Are All Japanese
Women Wanton?

ro foreign English instructors:
"You probably think that
Japanese women are easy,
but | want foreigners to change
this kind of thinking. Not all
Japanese women are like that.
After all, you don't meet such
women in yoown country, do
you?"

(Japanese woman, company employee)

Behind this anser IS the impression
that Japanese women follow after
foreign males easily. Are Japanese
women really looked upon as
wanton?

Isn't it true that there are more women
who wish to become acquainted with
Caucasian men that those who want
to study English?"

(American male, company employee)

"Americans who frequently visit
drinking houses always enter with
different Japanese women."

(Japanese male, university student)

"The reason Japanese women are
wanton is probably because reports in
the Japanese mass media emphasize
this kind of reporting."

(American male, company employee)

Not long ago, the image of Japanese
women was one of "good wives and
wise mothers" who obeyed the male.
This has greatly changed in the past
ten years. Seme women are said to
buy males overseas and even
resistance to sex and nudity has
lessened. The number of females
moving out of the home has also
increased though women's participa-
tion in politics and public affairs
remains negligibly small.
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"Aren't Japanese women attracted to
foreign men because Japanese men

are too simple?"
(Japanese woman, company
employee)

There is something in that.

In any event, there are definitely
some women who are upset by the
image of Japanese women as wanton.

"l am completely stunned when a
foreign male suddenly suggests
becoming friends simply because |
explained how to change trains or
find a place."

(Japanese female, university student)

Needless to say. this view is not
confined to Japanese women. There
are many foreign women,
particularly Asians, who have had
even more unpleasant experiences
than Japanese.
At a greengrocer’s shop:
"After | told a friend of mine in
Korean that grapefruits are cheap, |
said to the greengrocer, ‘grapefruits
are really cheap, aren't they?' The
greengrocer replied. That's right.
Same as you." We were totally
astonished, unable to say anything.
Don't Japanese who look upon
foreign women in this way realize
that they themselves are degrading
Japanese people with such words?"
(Korean woman.
Japanese-language school student)

What seems obvious is that Japanese
society still has a strong "Out with
Asia, in with the west" consciousness
and has not escaped its Caucasian
complex. Moreover, if anythin? ,
contempt toward other Asian
societies has increased. The bulk of
our opinion survey reinforced this
belief.
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Scary Foreigners?

[HEArERATHREZD

W AEDALEBHZ DL

SEFSTVWBENESSH)
(BARABME., KE45)

[BET7S7ROBMICE
bhESIhork BB, 7
FTANCREBATLED,
HTORAIZASLEEC» WV
D]

(BARALE. REE)

SPEIAREE—ERTMH,
HEFFMEALREREN, AR
BT,

(B&A, B XB4%)

#ERE, EREMHEST
B, LAl REBIFTHA
Aisk. TR FHEERE

)
(BEA, i, &E)

"l get scared when | see a
group of foreigners. Do
foreigners gather in groups
because they are scared too?"

(Japanese male, university student)

"l was almost assaulted in
Harajuku, Tokyo by an Arab
male. Since then, | am always
on guard when Arab men
approach me. Aren't they
Moslems?"

(Japanese female, editor)
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We don't understand their language
and don't know what they are
thinking. This is why we are afraid.
We don't approach them because we
fear them. And because we don't
approach them, we cannot understand
them. This complex situation exists
as a result of this vicious circle.

“[ live in a port town where foreign
ships frequently call. Many people
park their bicycles near the bay.
Recently, there have been reports in
the town of bicycles being stolen or
things left in the baskets being taken.
The conclusion has been that the
foreign sailors are stealing them.
Similarly, many Koreans living in
Japan were killed after false rumors
were spread when the Great Kanto
Earthquake hit Japan at the end of the
Taisho Era. For the Japanese, it is
easier to blame foreigners."
(Japanese male,
Shiatsu clinic owner)

Japan, it seems, has not progressed at
all.

"The other day, my neighbor called to
tell me. 'They are not collecting
noncombustible refuse today. It's
written on the signboard. [ replied
that I was not to blame because [ read
Japanese." Why do the neighbors
automatically suspect me for putting
out garbage at the wrong time?"

(Thai female, housewife)

"After all, foreigners are strangers to
the Japanese and the Japanese do not
know how to associate with them.
This ignorance is creating discrimi-
nation towards foreigners in various
ways."

(Japanese female, university student)
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Lastly, let us introduce several
comments.

<To Foreigners Living in Japan)
"Foreigners who besin complaining
immediately after coming to Japan
about every thins really upset me. If
they expected things to be the same at
home, thev never should have left!
But. despite their grumbling, since
they have no jobs at home, they stay.
And if they have chosen to stay, they
should make an attempt to better
themselves and shut up. Perhaps if
they tried a little, they would find
some success."

(Canadian male, English instructor)

<To Fellow Countrymen>
"Some of mv fellow countrymen
commit crimes and this makes me
very ashamed."

(Chinese male, student)

"Generally. Americans are loud.
They seem to sluku when they speak,
even though the listener is right in
front of them. In fact, it bothers me
to be on the same bus or train with
other Americans. I'm sure the
Japanese around us must also think
they are noisy. Foreigners, particu-
larly Americans, should remember
the old proverb. 'When in Rome, do
as the Romans do."

(American male. English instructor)

What | would like to say most at the
moment concerns my fellow
countrymen. Koreans. Do not forget
your pride as Koreans and do your
best without losing sight of the goals
which brought you to Japan. Living
without goals is like showing our
shame."

(Korean male, student)

Lastly, to the Japanese:
"All the Japanese around us are kind
and | have never been upset. If you
warn to see examples or bad Japanese
behavior, however, vou can Find them
at the immigration office. The public
servants there are nasty, yet there is
no alternative for us but to restrain
ourselves."
(Chinese female. Japanese-language
school student)
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Another winter vacation season is nearly upon us, signaling the end of one year and the beginning of the next. Some people will return to their home countries and
others will take trips. What should | buy in Japan to take home? We're asked its readers: what should | buy overseas?
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"When | was in Hong Kong some
time ago, | bought a camera of a
noted Japanese manufacturer. After
returning home, | showed the camera
boastfully to my friends. But to my
surprise ,it was inscribed 'Made in
Taiwan." All my mends burst into
great laughter and | was rather

disappointed."”
(28 year-old Myanmar male,
company employee)

"l gave some Chinese medicine
made in Korea to a university
professor as a souvenir. When |
visited his home, | found the
medicine had not been touched. It
turned out the professor hadn't tried
it because he couldn't read the
instructions in Korean. Since then, |
have made it a point to translate the
instructions before giving Korean
souvenirs to professors."

(Korean male, 31 years old, student)

"l bought an apparatus to smoke
hemp in Hawaii and honestly
declared it at customs. The customs
official checked my bags thoroughly.
He found some pornography
magazines and even confiscated the
cigarettes | had bought. But. the
strangest thing was that the
apparatus was 'Made in Japan."
(Japanese male, 37 years old,
free lancer)

"Eventhough voltage currents are
different between China and Japan,
Japanese home appliances are very
much appreciated when they are
brought back to China as souvenirs.
| gave my friends electronic clinical
thermometers, watches, blood
pressure devices and other electro-
nic goods. Since the batteries used
in them cannot be bought in China, |
make it a point to buy batteries in
Japan and take them back home with
me once a year. (Chinese female, 34
years old, company employee)
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A fascinatina variety of people have made their way to Japan from their countries of birth. Each month we ask them to tell us about their homeland. This month features Warsaw, Poland.
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Warsaw, the Indomitable
Leqacy of Wars and Sawa

This Month's Mother
Land Guide:
Ms. Krystyna Kaminska

Ms. Krystyna Kaminska was born in
Warsaw, Poland in 1963. After
graduating from Warsaw University,
she came to Japan to get her PHD
degree in cultural anthropoloily at
Tsukuba University. At present, she
works as a researcher in an institute
on comparative studies sponsored by
Morinaga Angel Foundation and also
as an assistant in the Leisure Industry
Course, Department of Physical
Education, Tsukuba University.

Land of Plains
Approximately 70% of Poland is
comprised of plains. "Plain" is
"Pole" in Polish, which is where the
original name Poland comes from.
The capital city is Warsaw, located
along the Vistula River. According
to folklore, a male farmer Wars and
female farmer Sawa who lived near
the river fell in love and married, and
out of their union Warsaw grew.

In the 12th century. King Kazumierz
Wielki transformed Warsaw from a
city of wooden buildings to one of
masnificent StXle structures. These
were completely destroyed during the
Second World War. After the war,
careful restoration returned the city's
appearance to its former grandeur.
Today, on the streets paved with
stone as ill old times, street
performers entertain here and there
and many young prospective painters
can be seen side by side worKina the
city's sights into their canvases. At
the sidewalk cafes people sit in the
sun. while horse-drawn carriages
carry sightseers from street to street.
This is a very wonderful atmosphere
| especially like in Warsaw, says
Krystyna.

An Eagle Regains Its Claws
When the socialist system collapsed
in Poland in 1989, a ¢reat many
things naturally changed completely.
First, Poland's national symbol, the
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eagle, was changed. The stars on lts
wings symbolizing the former Soviet
Union were replaced with flowers
and leaves, a king's crown previously
on its head was restored and, most
symbolically, the eagle was siven
back its claws. No longer was the
easle an obedient one.

The inflation rate was 600% two
years ago and people almost gave up
hope. But it has since fallen to 67%
and the outlook is gradually
becoming brighter. Nevertheless, to
achieve a free economic system and
keep pace with the EC countries in
the future, Poland must align its
market level with that of Europe.
Because of this, commodity prices
have been set the same as those in
Paris, and thus hardships are still
continuing.

Immediately after the reforms which
swept the country, the street stalls
which had previously stood side by
side were replaced with smaller,
simpler stands, and this was quite a
progressive step. However, these
stands have created a scenic
imbalance with the brick masonry
buildings which line the streets.
Recently, we can also see, at last,
public telephone boxes that accept
telephone cards at several places on
the street, though still only 98 out of
1,000 persons have phones in their
homes. There is a plan, however, to
promote phones in all households
within five years.

The economic situation is still
disorderly but it is strange that the
main topics on TV and in the
newspapers concern only politics
The prime minister has changed
already many times - more than ten.
A woman, Hanna Suchocka, was
elected prime minister this July, and
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she successfully orsanized a CaDinet
for the first time in Poland since the
fall of the socialist regime, giving
society sreat hope for the future.

A Poor Economic Life
Rich in Culture

Polish people sreatly cherish their
culture. As one proverb says. "A
poor life is rich in culture." Since
they fell deeply repressed politically
and economically by communism,
people placed their hopes in cultural
success instead.
If you want to learn the history of
Warsaw or see photographs of the
destruction during the Second World
War and restoration thereafter |
recommend the Warsaw Historical
Museum located in the old city area.
Next to this is another one called the
Military Museum. This name may
put you off but it has valuable
records and materials showing
Poland's history from the perspective
of war. It is very interestins and
impressive.
Near the Victoria Hotel, one finds
the Zacheta Gallery in a Neoclassic
building. Here you can see modern
and contemporary fine arts from not
only Poland but around the world.
Also, ill the central pan of the city,
after a 30 to 40-minute drive along
one road leading from the Castle,
you will come to the Palace
Wilanow, which was a summer villa
for the Kings. This palace has a
beautiful garden and the
Contemporary Poster Art Museum.
It is also world-famous because the
Poster Biennale is held here every
three years.
The place | like very much, however,
is the Cartoon Art Museum on Kozia
Avenue near the opera House.
The Polish love humor because of
their turbulent history. Many
political cartoons rich in irony are
exhibited here, and the Museum is
ideal for discovering the character of
the country's people.
There are many other places you
should see other than the art
museums. One of them is Lazienki
Par. which is more than ten hectares
in total area. You can completely
relax in this park. There is a theater
where Chopin concerts are held,
sometimes free of charge in the
summer season fine. | always visit
the park when | am in Warsaw.
Recently, the city's Chopin contest
and Poster Biennale are said to be
discontinued because priority is
being given to the economy. |
deeply resret this.
If you have a chance, be sure to visit
Warsaw and see the history, culture
and street scenes and changes which
still retain the flavor of the Middle
Ages.
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Poland

The tormal name IS the Republic or
Poland, with Warsaw the capital city.
Poles (Western Slavs) make up 98%,
and the majority of the people are
Roman Catholic. A united country
was formed in the Ninth to Tenth
Centuries, and a royal government
ruled Lintil approximately the 18th
century. After the First World War,
Poland became an independent nation
for a very short time. After the
Second World War, it became a
member of the Communist bloc
controlled by the former Soviet
Union. In 1989, Poland terminated
its socialist system, which had lasted
almost half a century, before the other
Eastern European countries did the
same.

Chanses in the seasons are prominent
but autumn is so beautiful it is called
"golden autumn." To reach Warsaw
from Japan, a flight via Moscow is
the fastest. The flight takes about 12
hours and the time difference is about
8 hours.
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The story of "Yeart

In China, there are many interesting
customs for the last day of the year
and the New Year's Day in the lunar
calendar. People set off firecrackers
and make their rounds of New Year's
calls while children wear red clothes.
Once upon a time, there was a
monster called "Year (Nian) | who
lived on a mountain in China.

When the severe winter came, the
monster would enter towns and
vilages once a year to eat cows,
sheep, pigs and even children. Yes, a
truly terrible monster. So people
began to seriously think about how
they could protect themselves from
Year.

Gradually, they learned the mOlster's
weak points. Year was very afraid of
fire, loud sounds and the color red.
One day near the end of December in
the lunar calendar. Year left its
mountain to enter a village. Bui
when it approached, the village was
everywhere bright, loud banging
sounds could be heard, and
everything the monster saw was
Year was so confused
and frightened, it escaped back to its
mountain. Actually, the village
people had glued red paper on the
house gates, set off firecrackers and
beat drums. The children had put on
red clothes.

All that night, the village parents
remained awake to watch for the
monster and protect their families
and animals.

colored red.

When morning came,
they checked their own as well as
neighbors' and relatives' houses to
make sure that everyone was safe.
Then they shook hands with each
other and said "Happy New Year."

In this way, the Chinese custom of
wearing new clothes, setting off
firecrackers and holding cheerful
events originated.

Such customs as writing Happy New
Year on sheets of red paper and
sticking them on gates or the like,
adults staying awake throughout the
last day of the year and making
sounds of New Year's calls still
continue today in China.

Spring is also just around the corner
when we celebrate the New Year's
Day by the lunar calendar. Because
of this, people also call it
"Springtime."

(Chi Xian-yan)
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Asian Hot Pot Dish Delights
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Japanese Hot Pot
Tose-Nabe1

The ingredients used in Japanese hot-
pots, the flavoring and so forth differ
significantly depending not only on the
region from which they originate but also
on the individual household. There are,
for example, Lshikari-nabe (salmon hot-
pot), kaki-nabe (oyster hot-pot), fugu-
nabe (globefish hot-pot), dote-nabe
(oyster/miso hot-pot) and others, which
make use of those spedial items peculiar
to a given regiOl. The flavoring is
divided into three main types: miso, soy
sauce and water-based flavoring.
Here's one we learned about from Yuko
ShimaUa, office worker and a native of
Tokyo.
Ingredienis (for four): half a head of
nappa), one bunch of shun-giku.
one long ajeen onion, two bags of enoki
mushrooms, four slices of codfish, four
shrimp, two blocks of grilled tofu and two of
shirataki (yam noodles), one-third of d piece
of dashi-konbu (dried kelp used in preparing
broth) and a little bit of sake.
+ The dried kelp is put into the ceramic pot
with water and the soup broth is

prepered . .
2 When it comes to a boil, the sake is
added then the other ingredients one
after the other, starting with those
vegetables that have acore.
3. It's even better when eaten with porzu (a
sauce mede of a mixture of soy
sauce, vinesar and other ingredients).

Chinese Hot-Pot 'Fo-Ko'

Chinese hot-pot cookine resembles that
of Japan very closely, but this particular
one. fo-ko, is especially typical of
Shanghai, a real Chinese-style hot-pot
with pepper and bitter-sweet miso, boiled
well. We sot this recipe from Zhang
Shao Jun, a student from Shanghai,
China.

Insredients (for lour): two sqjlid, four slices
of a white fish, half a head of hakusai
(nappa), one-half of a bamboo shoot, one
pack of shiitake mushrooms and a little bit
of sake, salt and pepper.

1. The ceramic pot with water is put on the
bumer and. when it comes to a boil, the
hakusai, bamboo shoot, squid, fish and
Z’lwii?ke mushrooms are added in that

2 After the insredients are broushl to a
boil, the miso, slightly watered down, is
added and boiled well for about ten
minutes.

3 It's important that the pepper be added
last of all.
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Korean Hot-Pot 'Chige-Nabe'

It's so popular in Korea that if you
mention hot-pot cookery, il immediately
brings 'chige-nabe' to mind and there
they have it anytime of the year,
regardless of the season. With the spicy-
hot pungent flavor and substance of kim-
chi, it's just irresistible.

Lee June Ae, a housewife and a native
of Seoul, introduced this recipe to us.

Ingredients (for two): one-quarter Kini-chi
(obtained at a Korean srocery). one lone
green onion, one block of tofu, four clams
(or. depending on your taste, beef or pork
are also acceptable), two cloves of aarlic
and a suitable amount of small dried
sardines.

1. The dried sardines are added to the
water in the ceramic pot and the soup
broth is prepared.

2. The sardines are then removed from the
water. Kim-chi. finely minced, is added
together with any remaining kim-chi
liquid and boiled thoroughly for about
twenty minutes.

3. The clams, onion, tofu and garlic are
added to the pot in that order. It's done
and ready to eat when the clam shells
open.

DX

BH30lM dHiQElR2tn 3
STEX AXMIE 4"
Mz2 odgrdolct gt=e|
xm7lE Ao d@elol 9
£ & Aot Zxlel oi2
EEF oo| oie HUAE HHIL
2Ict.

B ME&E4MOl o™l (F
) M7t ATHECH

M= (20l : Zxl1/4 £7|

(= HEHOM e

o 171 F§8 12 oiE 47H(7I

3ol metM Alm7|, =Hx|z7|

T 0K) Ob= 2% fIAgx| H

=

1. HHloll 23 ChAEX|IE
of ChA|E it

2. CHAIHRIE HHD EA A

o] E2 AUxlet IS

BH do o 20EMET Z

eict

chet o S5 Osscz

.:I‘I:l|«!1 Zo chHErel <¢lol

ol 2k

e

REREREE, ¥ L7 - WGt

(7l A A=) 00

ETENHFE

HRLOER AR ZI¥A

FICEVWT, AU —7LE
THEEL TTFI L,
iga)iﬁig» E®5£b§
I DT, EEN‘&%U LT
T&Euw,

# ARt U — 7

T10| REBFRBAXE AT 2-5-1 1
FAX. (03) 3846 -

INT EMLSF
0230

*CEMBEFAX D, FHETBSEWLET. B8YELEBZ3BEY
LEINT, BBEDFAXESH, EFERVTEVTTE L,

J\ b

“
gI

é

TEL:T 12

sk open 24hrs

Vvt R

AR K&
RRERERM
BiE)
1AVIIREY K
A =
T =
\LIvaX

MEREY)

FEXBENXE1 5-6

23



24

ERERXE, AUEBTETORBEMLOEVICL > THAMRER D, EEOXUFAEHHTBABRRICRARY MHTTHES.
BERMEX{t. IEEHENER  EXBEOAXNEo ZEENCIE  ELXHTOBRTINRESNo #IHFIEHKo

Words are culture. Their meanings, even when using the same word, can differ greatly depending on culture. We hope to show you the many unexpected expressions created by différend countires' cultures.

XX XXX XX KIXIXIX K XXX KK el KX ARIKIKE XXX, BRRXE KKK KKK XXX XX XX XXX X

B [KAO]

& (lian)

FACE

X X (OELGUL)

SADTF—YEHo BHE Wa
AMDORE® AEFDH 5DID &
D, THREFLEETELEHEE
BEVELIK®DEBSEERS
h3 .5 . EETHET ZE0%
W2 BHTHLS,

EEABE ‘B o AMRE
Rt tAMUB/AL FRAKIR
WESY, EXATLEE. %
REEFHRANISES.

s CRE%E %3 (KAO N DORO WO NURU)

K - BEHMPED AEETHFTO

BEAETERAUEKT rBE%ED
AFy EVSEVWELEHS,

TERATR ACRE®RD, .

CERLEHRR
iwang lian shang mé héu

W & E=ZEA 5.,

"LOOSE FACE”

RESBTE BACRYE23,
XK XXXKX.]
(&ELGULE MEGCHILUL HADA)
EVOASKE, ThEACEALUE
KRTCAULSEBVWEALF®HS,

) 3 : BHRICo

W& : HAHA GA MUSUMENL.

rSEKKAKU OMIAIBANASHI
GA UMAKUIKIKAKETANONI.
NAZE KOTOWARUNO?
NAKOUDOSAN NO KAO NI
DORO WO NURUYOUNA
KOTO SHINAIDEJ

rE oMK BREVEN I FCVENITLDIC,

B WMAEZER S THEO
BERPEUEEEN "RTHE
F 2B
hXARIR ‘EREKR
(Wang lian shang md
hé&i) " o
HFEDB “EEF (LOOSE
FACE)’ o
HERERE Z£RE®RE 0
XXX XKXXKX.]
(OELGULE MEGCHILUL HADA)
FEHEHE TAMESL—®
Wo

fla: BERZR: “HEIHER
WEERER 7, REME
XREHET? HEAKARLE
BWE

WD D2

The theme for this month is the 'face:’
that body part that reveals to others
our expressions and also something
about our human existence. To that
extent, we can probably expect to
find all kinds of idiomatic phrases in
the languages of countries around the
world. First, let's bring up a few that
all countries seem to have in
common.

Meaning:

To put someone to shame, humi-
liate. To bring disgrace upon, or
damage one's reputation.
In Japanese there is an expression
with the same meanins, there is the
expression in Japanese, "Kao wo
tsubusu" (literally, to crush one's
face).
In Chinese, we have to phrase, "to
paint one's face black."
"EREKB
(vvang lian shang moé héi)
In English, it's "to loose face" and
in Korean, they say "to paint one's
face with black ink."

XK XX XK.
(XIELGULE MEGCHILUL HADA)
From this, we can see that each has
a phrase expressed similarly and
with the same meaning.

Example:

Mother says to daughter: "Just
when the discussions for your
arranged marriage are starting to
move along smoothly, why are you
going to turn him down? Don't so
and do anything now that will
make the matchmaker lose face!"

XX XX XXX KX KX
X, XXX MXKK XXX KX
MX XX KXXXX XXNMX
MM KX XXX XMNNX.
XMXXMK KXXXN XX
XX XX XXX KX KX.

ool : KKK XX.
XXX XX.
MXXMX KX XXX KX
X KXKIKX KXX XX
XRXXKXN KXX XXNXX

“HER KR

(wang lian shang mé héi)
XXX KXX XX
“LOOSE FACE”

KXXXK KXX KXXX
(OELGULE MEGCHILUL HADA) |

XX MMM XM KX XXX
MXX XXX XX XX.

HREADBEIREZSZLSRIELAVTY

g : MXXNM XXX XX
X XXX K XXX X
KXXKX KX ? KKXX
XK XXM XNXNX
XX KX XXX .]



= HAVE A LONG FACE

BEHK: BERERVEZEOESN, B8 ERZHE TR, HEE#H
MAFEBAALT, EX EXRERERNRTO
BVEMEE LTV L & BER "BREER o
CEZO5VH5RBEET S, MHLABEVEETS

BABTR IFABVEET (UKANAI KAO WO

%1 (UKANAIKAOWOSURU> SURU)

FEEBETE ra CLDERFE hYRE CREZER (chou

THELVWHAEZTS, .
‘BREER

(chéu méi ku lian)

méi ki lian) o

BEBTRE YETTZIS> W HEBENREYREAEN
ORABBLVES I ®E.

%32 : Why do yoXhave such a long face ? Cheer up and be happy !

PIX : BATEABLCEIBEWV
BHZE LTLWA 0D? 1A
TEHRESHEWVE, €O
ENY E—-ECN

fla: "BEEERE TBHN? X
BRBIA, EEBER =

mEgR

RICEEREFOSWE LEZRT
Bk Do

TEESEBRENER.

EIAER

WE%259 (KAOWOKASU)

EIE  HEhTHBEL ¢ KW
ADE LG, HFER
UCHILELK <EDLH
dCEFBV,

R ZTRAHE. RIZARR
AT, M7 HRN RR.

B3 AR, BEoEREFTEI LA

E L. )
'KOBAYASHI, CHOTTo @8: "Wl 1%, IMRAER
OMOTE  MADE  KAO I

KASHINA

Meaning :

Thoush it means literally to have a
long face, this expression is used
when someone is depressed and
looks somber.

There is the expression in Japanese,
"ukanai kao wo suru," literally to
have a face that doesn't float. In
Chinese, they say "to furrow one's
brow and have a tormented look on
one's face."

‘RE TR

(chéu méi ku lian)
There doesn't seems to be any
particular phrase in Korean with
this sort of meaning.

Next, let's have a look at some of
the expressions that are peculiar
to a certain country.

Meaning:

To go somewhere at someone's
request. Frequently used in parti-
cular when, in picking a quarrel
with someone, that person sends for
the other.

Example:

Kobayashi, step outside, will you?
I'll be waiting out in front!

XX : XIKXX K XXX XX
X MXX XXX XXX
X XXXX XXX XX
X XX XX X XXX
XXX XX

MXMXK KKK XX XXX

XX

MXMXN XX XXX XX
XXX MXX XX

‘REER

(chou méi ku lian)
MXMNXX XXX XXX XX
X XX X XX

XXX KK XXX KXX
XX XX ? KKXNK X
KKK XX XXX ! ¢

MXKNK KXX KXNM # XX
MXXX.

XX - XXMK KKK XX X

XX XXXKK KX X
X XMXX XXM XX

XX - KKMX,XXK K XX
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Sk : .
rCHOTTO SAKI NI ITTETE. Blf: “#REE—F K RIAKFR
TOILE DE KAO wo BER.

NAOSHITE KURU KARA 4

P E 5E

» FiELEBEE (Wang lian shang tian jin)

AR EEO

it
F

D BP%E &K REAT LS
t9%0 HEHET S,

B%: Xt Aac,

Ui

#lm: XXM , SEECkie, ENE

\

Mk: Na rén yi kai kéu, jiu
wang zi J1 lian shang tie

BIX : DOAvEELELES,
Wo&t BHEHITICKRS »

5\V®Hho jin, zhén tao yan0

n EZ[EME (La6 iian hou pi)

ER CEORNSEV RY LU, FE BREME, TAHEO

BlE: BEMERZBRER, —RILZFRLEEEHO

Mi# I Na nan de zhén shi ldo
lian hou pi,yi jian dao

flx: BOBRF £TERL LV,
ZDF%E BB LI<EE - o
AHBAEASO nd hai zi JIU shang qi da

huao

Meaning:
Said when one re-does or adjusts
one's makeup. Most frequently
used by women.

Example:
"Why don't you go on ahead.
got to go to the powder room a bit
to redo my face."

I've

Meaninii :
To attempt to show oneself in a
good li«ht. To praise oneself, ring
one's own bell.

Example:
| can't stand it when that person
starts talking because she always
ends up sayins «ood thinss about
herself.

Meaning:
To be thick-skinned, audacious.

Example:
That guy is just too audacious for
words. Every time he lays his eyes
on a women, he immediately tries
to strike up a conversation with
her.

ofaj

XX

XX

o|n1:

XX :

cstEe 13 o

(A MEE

Zetct.
FE ofdo| AF ASH
=

CHA 7 A2 ol

M Y= 1xl1n ==HUY
4.

cAAE F OHEeddn d

ct. AtstRpEESiC

et & xt
B xztolat Alod.

= 750 FHC
A

XN gxes do HHay
ofxtgt 2 M
Hotuzt.

mo



S
= ABOUT-FACE

Meaning:
To change directions, make a 180-
degree turn. That is, to make a
sweeping or drastic change in
one's principles.

Y n5®, BATEXSE
Bk : BhE, 180EMKEMoO 2 A0 BIRLUW ECSHE

RYERE-BEE Do 5.

Example: Yesterday she said ves, today she said no. She did a sudden aboui-face.

PIX : EARDAEVWL, 9B
B/ i B>, Bkl
RARVWEEVODHA L
720 A ~>

Bl BEXBT, SKXXFTT,
HEERRTETHEO

m FACELESS
Meaning:
B APEOHFETEENL B BEARBTYED., 2%, % Used for a person, thing, etc.,
OT, AOEKEEEST EEEREEO totally dull and without any sort of
WaWEe 20, personality or outstanding

characteristics.

olol : §I2 =of 180 ME. &F
Mzt sHH HE.

o2 moxle FCln 5% &2
alctn stoh.ade E995]
M Bt Y2 HRAC

ofol : AEolLt Ezol HF
B, sidol g
ASE.

Example: Did you see him in that film? He was boring and showed no imagination,his character completely faceless!

BIX: BORBEUCABER g RETHRHBHRETH?

£? MEBBEZL, REEIG, —HRBHH
o< BHLRWTE o
.

BREER

» €Z O=2% &5 ct2ch. (OELGU[_DARUrgT™ SOGIODARUDA)

Meaning:
R ﬁ,:fp-i*-?-_ﬁ’i;;: BE ELANBREASTEE . D Just as the face of each and every
2 D : ’

person in the world is different, so

hZhDXPEZHNIFESR RNBEEER. are their feelings and their ways of
BEWVSEKO thinking.

OE : X Btoll LiE 28
U717 mHEstn T3
oi=0] s R Zok

ojol : M4 AEEol =0l &
Zt ot=xo| A2 M
7| otgold dztol =2
ct= oldl

IR DI IR I X 8 BB BB IR e B BB DABAD DA B BIBDABAR DB BB, IBRAAR IR BB D BANIIB IR

Example:
B "Here | relied on Paku and | never
BRALTVWERHFZTALEL Bl “BEBESEIH, HEE thought that he would ever do
A LA - R anythina like that." "Hey, listen,
:f?b;%gbk:;w;;& Qth%!f&H:.‘u{!EQE! you know what they say about
ot T ﬁ_" . RS, ADPR KW human nature. Those inner feelings
ABRO &DLEBEOT LR Bt T AREEBEEE— we have, they come in all sorts and
529TWVWO2TBTL&K, HHtD B OARAEEE T, varieties, just like our faces. You're
h, AABHSERLUEER ! making a big mistake if you think
SESABMEBLE that everyone is going to be just

like yourself."

xKxB8E ‘B Tdo XT—HNABEE» * A xt ©  Ms theme wili be the

gl
MIDOTION PAKSIGA
KURONUJIiT SUL HAL CHULLUN
CHONNMAL MOLW\TNE.YOBOGE
MRAM OELGUU DARUDOQIT
SOKJO MODU TARUDAGODUL
HAGIL ANNTONGA.SESANN
SARAMICHONNBU CHAGIMAUM
KATTAGO SENNGAKAMYONN
OSANNIYA.

xoh& 2= om0l B3 it
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Vi MK RAXFERN Kz
#iKo

Bnjce Lee Brickinan

Born in Long Beach, California in
1955, Bruce studied at the Acadamy
of Arts, and came to Japan 6 years
ago. His work encompasses design,
illustration, murals and exhibitions.
Bruce's painting explores and
expresses the fundamentals of life
from realism to abstraction.
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A New Korean Writer

"When Adam Wakes Up"
Here's a descriptiOlt "A straight-
forward, vigorous 'story of youth'
splashing out of a life colored with
rock and sex!"

There is a scene when silence seems
to become a moment. The narrator,
as the leading character, wake ups on
a rainy morning in a female painter's
room: he had met her in a disco and
she is older than he is.

"It is still raining outside. Waking up
this morning after sleeping in my
close friend's room, the sound of the
rain is so charming, | feel very fresh.
Nevertheless, we can experience this
kind of sensation only several times
in our life."

It's 1988 ,the year of the Seoul
Olympics. The narrator is nineteen
and studying for his college entrance
exam in a local city in Korea. He is
irritated by his unknown future and
wandering through a desperately
suffocating atmosphere. He thinks
too much and is attracted by the
stimulus of free sex.

The narrator is hurt and torn by his
own blade.

The story's main characters are the
narrator: a female college student
who has recently made her debut as a
poetess and was the narrator's
previous lover; and a precocious
high school girl whose only
relationship with the narrator is

sexual — all of whom seem
somewhat eccentric and egoistic
even today.

They carelessly say things like,
"Only those who die youns are
trustworthy." They think their future
will bejust like a crazy man beating
a tambourine between concrete
buildings.
Whereas adults may say, "You will
find life easier when you grew a little
older," this means that, at the same
time, the narrator may lose ms
beautiful memory in the morning
rain.
The writer is a new and powerful
force in contemporary Korean
literature, Chan John-il, born in
1962. He made his debut as a poet in
1984, began writing stories in 1988,
and today is attracting considerable
attention.
He now lives in Taegu, the third
largest city next to Seoul and Pusan
in Korea.

(Shinchosha, 1,600 yen)
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Contemporary Chinese
Literature
"A Girl Hugging a Bouquet"

Representing modern Chinese
literature, "A Girl Huaains a
Bouquet." is the second in a

collection of short stories written by
Mo Yan and published in Japan. Mo
Yan was born in Shan Ton Province
in 1956. and made his debut in the
mid-80's. Yet already people have
recognized him as a promising writer
of contemporary literature not only in
China but also in Asia and other
European countries and America.
However, after the "Bloody Sunday
Incident” of June 4. 1989 (Second
Tiananmen Incident), publishing his
books was practically prohibited.
This new effort is the work, by which
he returned to the literary world after
two years of absence.

The story itself provides a strange fla-
vor. A youmi military officer returns
to his home town for his wedding.
But he meets a strange girl who
clings to him and destroys his future.
Mo Yan sketches stories of fantasy.
Yet readers feel his powerful and
unique vision in trying to confirm the
existence of human beinss therein.

In the last part of the book, there is an
interview of Mo Yan by Fujil Shozo,
the very first by a foreigner. He is a
major in the People's Liberation
Army. So he has two occupations,
and both his earnest stance towards
the army and his creative work are
expressed in this interesting
interview.

JICC has already published his other
works such as "Chinese Literature
with Discovery and Adventure (8
volumes in series). Works seldom
previously introduced are contained
in the series including his first
collection of short stories "From the
Villages of China," anthologies of
Taiwanese literature, and new
literature ofTibet.

Mami Sasaki)
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Maggie Cheung

From the treasure house of beautiful actresses, standing out conspicuously

for her active role in the world of Hons Konsi movies: Massie Cheuns.

Well Known for her role as the heroine in Jackie Chan films, her recent
transformation is quite remarkable.From the world of a bubbly,cinema

idol in Chan movies, she has moved on to begin a new path as a more

serious actress.Awarded the "Golden Horse Bert Actress" award for her

shining role in "Full Moon In New York", she followed this with "Song

of the Exile” (90) and "Days of Being Wild" (90). Her inspirational

performance in "Actress" (91) won the award for best female actress in The Berlin Film
Festival and is clue for public release in 1993 in Japan. In the world of Hong kong
movies, where actresses have largely played a decorative role, her artistic progress also
shows the growing maturity of Hong Kong Cinema.
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Gong Li

"Red Sorshum" (87). The Berlin Film Featival grand prize winning film,

convinced the world of the existance of China's New Wave. This movie

marked the debut of director Zhana Yi-niou and actress Gona Li.

Following this, Gong Li appeared in "Code Name Couser" (88) ,"Judou"

(90) and "Raise the Red Lantern" (91), all of which were directed by

Zhang and featured her as heroine. It could be said Gong Li was not so

much an actress of mainland Chinese films as she was Zana's own

personal actress. However, at the same time,all across the country,not just

in china but includins Hong Kong and Taiwan, she was transfigured into a cinema idol.
Already "Raise the Red Lantern" was a Taiwanese financed film and she appeared in the
Hona Kons action movie "A Terra-Cotta Warrior" (90). At present she is working on a
joint Taiwanese. Hons Kong, Chinese film, Chen Kaige's "Farewell to My Concubine",
another film being directed by Sylvia Chang and is rumoured to be participatins in
Oliver Stone's up coming film in the role of "Jiang Qin" ?
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Set in Hong Kong in the early 60, painting a picture
of youth eternally on the move. A completely new
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MaggieCheung
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A Hong Kong girl and her mother travel to the
latters birthplace Beppu. An ardeni pertormance by
Maggie Cheuna. wrapped in the fashions of the 70S.
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"A Terra-Cotta Warrior"
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"A Chinese Ghost Story" Chen2 Xiao Dong's meta-

physical SFX action film featuring performances by
both Gone Li and Zlianc Yi-mou!

V=)

RERNRAKENREE. BYAL
SHREBR , UEBHUYRITAS "R
B R" BAEAKO
Zhang Yi-mou and Gong Li's shining film debut.

Orisinally a cameraman, with this one film Zhang
Yi-mou made his name and established himself as a

director.
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BEAUTY CONTEST OF THE STARS

As with Jean-Luc Godard and Anna Karina, Asian New Wave too, has its own goddesses!

DIXIXIX

Let'sintroduce four representativebeauties,actresses

rrom China,

Taiwan, Hong Kons and Korea, whose fates are caught up in Asian films, (by Sozo Teruoka)
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Hsim Shufen

There is nothirm quite as difficult as finding a beautiful Taiwanese movie

star. The reason being that in Taiwan, no sooner has a new actress

established herself as a star than she leaves to make her name in the

world of Hona Kons movies; a history of changing job locations repeated

over and over again. Such was the case with Sylvia Chang, Brigitte Lin

and Joey Wona to nanie just a few. Perhaps the only actress to have

worked exclusively in Taiwanese films and yet to have earned an

international reputation is Hsim Shufen. More than beina a Taiwanese

actress, she is rather an actress of Hou Hsiaohsien movies, havina worked only in his
films. Startin with "The Time to Live and the Time to Die" (85) she appeared in every
one of Hou Hsiaohsien's movies untill "A City of Sadness" (89). Though she never left
for the world of Hona Kona cinema, after getting married she moved to the United
States. It is doubtful she will appear in any future films.
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Kang s [eon

The Seoul Olympics was a time when the world's mass media turned lts

eyes on Korea. At this time too. Korean movies, the so called Korean New

Wave, became a focus of world attention. Representing this was the

combination of director Lee Chang-ho and actress Lee Bohee. Together

they created a number of vivid works including "Declaration of Fools"

and "The Man with Three Coffins". However. Lee Bohee's marriase and

immigration to the United States put an end to their collaboration. In her place, winning
distinction in a sinde bound, came Kana Suyeon. She was awarded Best Actress at The
Venice Film Festival for "Surrogate Woman" and again at the Moscow Film Festival for
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"Come. Come. Come Upward!",
misfortune, a faintly slowing saintliness
Korean actress.
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"The Boys from Fenskuei'". etc. The last of a four
part series revolving around a vouna bov's childhood.
The story of a boy and a eirl. childhood friends,
whose love is scattered to the wind.
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displaying a boundless energy. Hardship and

Kans Suyeon captures the essence of a

Hsim Sufen X XX
J% & B | "A City of Sadness"
WaX. BEF o0

19455 D AAEBB D H49E . #NEH Bl & R
irfe XTEw? 2 ToIEHM%E. 5 —RE
D% %E XTHE K-8 GHE

BB BN-EREK, KT 19455 W
A E1949F BN (15 KL E 7 BRI 54
7 OmE 5 B 1 HfFo

From the Japanese surrender in 1945 to 1949. the
four year period until Chians Kai-shek decided the
fate of the temporary capital of Peking. This great
masterpiece paints the life of a sinale family.
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"Come, Come, Come upward™
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The relationship between Life and Budhism IS

examined by looking into lhe divergent lifestyles of 2
women in search of religious salvation.
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Playing All of Nature
Ainu Music Dance Team
"Moshiri"

Kamui (Gods) come down to earth,
hold dinner parties and watch over
Ainu Shimori (the land where human
beings live) from a plateau called
"Kamui Miniara."
Gods of the forests, rivers the land
and the Ainu's suardian deity
Kotankiru Kamui (Striped owl).
Gods are in everything in this world
- in trees, flowers, insects and
mountains ~ and they sing and dance
therein.
Kamui give salmon, bears, the seeds
of trees, the ground and everything
else to the Ainu. For this they show
their thanks through blessings and
prayers, prayers which become
poems, songs and music.
Ainu music is a reflection of devout
appreciation for Kamui and the
dialogues with all nature which exist
in Ainu Moshiri.
Their music expresses the anger of
the mountains, tears of the forest and
laugher of the lake. This and the
Ainu epics are proof of a continuous
coexistence between the Ainu and
Kamui.
Their engraved history and modern
synthesizer music have now been
integrated and new melodies created.
This is the Ainu Music Dance Team
"Moshiri."
Their sound is neither retrospective
nor a reworking of traditional music.
The synthesizer becomes winds and
birds. A rhythm machine transmits
the heart beat of the earth. The Ainu
vocals sins the epics, and the
soprano sax played by Sakata Akira,
a unique talent in the Japanese jazz
world, generates the spirit of
Kamuichi Kapp (God's bird).
Only a few people are fluent in Ainu
at present, and it is said that there are
not many pure-blood Ainu. But they
are not dying out. They continue to
weep, laugh, assert, and repeat
creation.
(Takahashi Masanori)

"Kamuiturano '92 in Japan" Concert
Performers:

Ainu Music Dance Team "Moshiri."

Sakata Akira, and others
Fee:

s 5,000 yen. A: 4,500 yen (In Osaka:

advance ticket: 4,800 yen. at door: 5,

000 yen)
Dates:

December 15: Osaka, Memparuku Hall

December 18: Tokyo. Toshi Center

Hall
* CD's already on the market:

1st collection "Kamuichikapp (God's

bird)"

2nd collection "Yairesu (Foster-ing

yourself)"

3rd collection "Kamuimintara (God's

garden)"

4th Collection "Kamuito (God's lake)"
Note: For information about concerts and
CD's, please call 0154-67-3187
("Moshiri")
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An enjoyable Kite Museum
Tor the Eyes and Soul

Japanese people have lons enjoyed
flying kites since ancient times to
celebrate New Year's Day, avoid
diseases and accidents, cast out
sicknesses related to different ages
or simply for children's enjoyment.
Flying kites is also very popular
throughout the world.

The origin of the kite is said to be a
wooden hawk kite first produced in
China in 300 B.C. Kites have since
been used as weapons during war,
for meteorological observation and
for construction work.

At present, kite fights are an
enthusiastic event held in
Ahniadabad, India on January 14 of
every year. Each kite's string is
covered with dass powder and the
two flying kites then "fight" to
cutting the other's string,

fn Nihonbashi. Tokyo, there is a Kite
Museum where you can see many
unique kites and learn the kite

.histories of countries around the

world. This private museum was
opened by Mr. Modeki Shinso, who
as the previous owner of the
resraurant "Taimeiken" traveled
throughout Japan and around the
world collecting kites for many
years. His main interest has always
been to popularize the charm of kites
among Japanese people.

Some of the more unique ones
exhibited here are a Japanese "Edo
Nishikie kite," "Showman's kite" and
"monster kite," many kites collected
from local areas of Japan, and an
ultra-minikite, men's kite (churn
women's kite (pakupau) used for kite
fighting in Thailand. One can also
see a "Maori kite" made of the
leaves of a coconut palm and used
for fishins in New Zealand,
"centipede kite" and "goddess kite"
from China, a "Moon kite" received
as a gift from a king in Malaysia,
and many others.

Aside from their uniqueness, the
"faces" of the various kites well
reflect the customs and life styles of
their native lands, further adding to
the museum's interest and charm.

Location: Taimeiken 5F, 1-12-10.
Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku.
Tokyo

Tel.: 03-3271-2465

Hours: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(Closed Sundays and
holidays.)

Fees: Adults: 200 yen
Children: 100 yen
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4. 1am American.

« If you want to learn English, | can
give you ALC's English Conver-
sation Cassette tapes (Active
English, one year's cassettes from
1991 to 1992). They are very
handy because you can learn
visually.

(Hiroe Tanaka.
Shinjuku-ku/housewife
Contact We're editorial department)

& LEARN

1. Let's learn English conversation

together with native instructors
(American. Canadian). Small
class system (5 students maxi-
mum). Flex system and personal
lessons available.
Place: JR Harajuku Station
(6-minute walk )
Fee: 1,000 yen per hour
(Torn Hatazawa
Tcl.: 03-3475-0475
office worker/Shibuya-ku)

2. | can teach Japanese and English.

Free of charge for English, and
500 yen for Japanese. Please
phone for details.
Place: JR Kameido Statk)n.
Higashi-guchi exit,
I-minute walk.
Hours: Noon to 10:00 P.M.
(Hokuto Star Mansion Cosmo Club, Inc.
6-57-7-504
Kamcido, Koto-ku, Tokyo 136
person in charge: Kuniyoshi
Tel. & Fax.: 03-3636-3981)

3. | teach English, Chinese and

Cantonese. A time and fee can be
set after talking.

(Shanel Tsai

1-3-4-302, Ookayama

Mesuro-ku. Tokyo 152))

| want to teach

English and American culture to

Asian people. Please phone me if
you are interested.

(Charles Hall

Tel.i 03-3251-580]

Chiyoda-ku/English Teacher)
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1+ | am Japanese; 21 years old. | am

looking for Korean friends living

in Osaka or Kobe.

(Ayumi Oshita, Tel: 06-392-6098
Osaka-fu/Office worker)

2. | am looking for pen-friends who

come from Asian countries. |

would like to correspond with you

in English concerning music
movies, books and politics.

(Dan Bloom,

3-10-1-#803, Higashi-Jujo, Kita-ku,

Tokyo 114/writer)

3. I am hopins to live in China, Hong

Kong or Taiwan in the future and

am now studying Cantonese.

Could you correspond with me to

exchange views on the culture of

our respective countries?

(Chiziiko YamadiuTel.: 06-864-2103
Osaka-fu/office worker)

4. Tokyo International

This is a circle holding parties,
events and gatherings encouraging
domestic and international
exchange. If you are interested,
please phone us and we will send
you a pamphlet.

This month's meeting: December
23 (Wednesday)

"Christmas Party"

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Place: 49th  floor. Shinjuku

Sumitomo Building
You must call in advance to
participate.
(Tokyo International
person in charge: Shibamoto
Tel: 03-58) -2522
(details will be provided by taped message)

5. | am American; 26 years old. | am

looking for a Japanese girl who
has a serious interest in a steady
relationship.
(A. Austin, Tel.: 03-3973-1298
Nerima-ku/English teacher)

6. We plan to hold auditions for the

drama "Issho (Together)," to be
staged in October 1993. Japanese
will pay the parts of foreigners and
foreigners Japanese. Why not join
us for this cross-cultural perfor-
mance? We are seriously consi-
dering a full-scale production, so
if you are interested as either a
performer or staff, please send us
your personal history (simple
form) and photograph to the
address shown below.
(Tony Lazuro. "Issho" Audition
Arakawa Mansion 307
Fujisawa 545, Fujisawa city
Kanagawa-ken 251}
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1992 was owr first year at We're. Now, looking back at it, let's try and predict where we'll all be one year from now.
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Look Back 1992 —

If the sky is very fine and our
stomachs are full, we have no
complaints about life. And if we
have freedom and money, we can
solve some of our difficulties. There
is a proverb saying "Poverty dulls
the wit." But it seems many people
today commit stupid acts even after
becoming rich.

Looking back at 1992, it is surprising
how many various events occurred in
one year. Yet they seem to have had
some connection or relation to each
other.

In Japan, the cold winds of the
Heisei depression bewail to blow, and
the bubble economy and boom
which had continued until the year
before last completely blew away.
Everybody was talking about stock
last year, bul now the newspapers are
filled with articles about
bankruptcies and bad checks.
Especially significant was the matter
of a certain politician who accepted a
very large political contribution
before an election only to be recently
freed after paying a ridiculously
small fine. The result was a rare
general outery from an extremely
ansry public. Moreover, overseas'
criticism that Japanese democracy is
still in the infant stage was validated
both domestically and abroad.

On the other hand, great changes
occuired in unseen places in China.
Three and a half years after the
Tiananmen Incident, economic
freedom appears to be steadily
proiuressim;. Also, in October of this
year, Japan's Emperor visited China,
and economic ties from the Chinese
continent were formally extended to
Korea. Taiwan and Japan. In last
month's We're Report, we printed a
special article called "Asia-A-
Brewins" through which the power
of agrowth rate of more than 10% in
GNP could be easily understood. In
fact, the recent policies of the
Chinese government are said to be
the result of reading the people's
minds; that is. "We have no
complaint about politics as long as
the economy is good." Some
Chinese students studying in Japan,
however, have called this a
"phenomenon of irrational move-
ment" which shows si¢cns of danser.
As for Japan, with its sphere of
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influence widening around the world
and especially throughout Asia, the
issue of wartime reparations became
a major theme. International
exchanges have progressed. and
contacts with people from diversified
countries have increased. Yet even
between generations not carrying
postwar burdens. people cannot
ignore the past. The fact is that a war
did occur.

A student from Nanking. China says,
"When I tell Japanese that I am from
Nanking, many recall the 'Nanking
Massacre." "My parents were born
in Shanghai. If they had been born in
Nanking, I would never have been
born to this world. since all the
people in Nanking were killed." This
student laughed as he spoke of his
parents.

In reports from the symposium on the
comparison of postwar diplomacy
between Japan, which became an
economically great country after the
war, and Germany. which followed a
similar path in history, the German
side asked why Japan had not frankly
apologized to neighboring Asian
countries?

- Some Japanese readers of We're are

often asked the same questions when
they talk with people from other
Asian countries. "l was not directly
involved, but I am responsible,” is
the typical response. While learning
the historical facts, we should also
seriously consider the proper
viewpoint toward a future together
with other Asian friends.

Among the many other events which
decorated 1992, the flight of the
American space shuttle Endeavor
was colorful and exciting. especially
since it carried Japan's first astronaut
into space. Talking about his
experience he said. "When I looked
down on Japan. I realized I was
looking at other countries as well at
the same time. Japan seemed small
compared to the rest of the earth and
was surrounded by other Asian
countries." He added. "There are
very heavy lines on maps but no
boundaries to be seen at all from
space.”

This is a very impressive message for
those of us living down here on earth.
It substantiates that human beings are
capable of taking a worldwide
viewpoint as well as a universal
viewpoint.

We must look to the future now and
face each new situation with the
power to overcome, while comparing
the changes in each other country
with our own way of life. And even
though some choices may bring us
hardships, we should never lose our
grasp of what is important.
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€ount down Partyfo3J

Media
Mix" will sponsor a New Year's

A returnee student group

Party this coming December 31.

This 'Borderless Party' for Japanese

and Foreigners will contdown 1992.

Come and enjoy !

December 31, 1992,

January 1, 1993

10:00 p.m.~2:00 a.m.

where: JAIB MUSEUM Shibuya
Shibuya Beam 5F 31-2
Udagawa Shibuyaku. Tokyo
TE1: 03-5458-0555

when:

*To We're Readers
If you cut out the triangular mark
located on the comer of this page and
enclose with a 'GEN KIN KAKI
TOME' envelope, a ¥3000 entrance
ticket is yours for a special ¥2500 or
if you bring the triangular mark with
you am the day of the party, you will
be able to enter for ¥3000 instead of
¥4000 same day charge.
Sponsor: Media Mix

JAIB Museum, Sibuya
Information:

Media Mix

Towa Akasaka Coop 303

2-21-5 Akasaka

Minato-ku, Tokyo

TEL:03-5561-7676

FRIENDSHIP BEGINS WITH We're
Give a one year sLbscription of We're to a friend
12 issues for 3,500 Yen 'Postage not inclxXded -
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Your Name:

Address :

We're ciFt

B

H=zAHd a8 “miclo] WA~
7t Fx&E MULE 2F
12 31¢ol H8ict elEel,
o=elo| #ol oiEzd Hs
JIRE CRse 2= o
El. 7IH2 o222 7+
HAl®!

Al : 19924 12¢ 31¢d

PM 10: 00~1993%
18 18 AM 2 : 00
Aole Fx|H Aol
XXX Alfok
Ct7bok 31_2

TEL: 03-5458-0555

Fq3aA

*WE'RE SXI oiz{27
Ao Az2zOoaE 28
E7|fpoz HUIFAIH ofef
T 3,000912 2,500¢M22.
= 2l X|FHSAIH 4000002
3,000z &ols EgL|
Ctn
&=2| . miclot Y4 xfo|H
R Aok
T2l : Hclop A
EQol ol7tAlzl 2= 303
TEL:03-5561-7676

1-19-9. Hyakunincho. Shinjuku-ku. Tokyo 169
T 169 B W OB 1199
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Winter in Japan IS reallV dry. Ana
the skin and hair dry out and lose
moisture. Therefore, here are some
Christmas gifts for our readers. You
can use them yourself or give them to
your someone special as a gift. Send
use your post card(s) and you might

get lucky. (Recipients will be
selected by drawing.)

How to apply:

Write down the following items on
each post card:

(1) Address, (2) Name, (3) Tele-
phone no., (4) Age, (5) Occupation,
(6) Nationality, (7) Your choice of
present (A, B or C), and (8) Type of
cosmetics you are now using.
Mailing address:
Readers' Present Division
Editorial Department
"We're"
1-19-9, Hvakunincho, Shinjuku-
ku ,Tokyo 169
Winners will be notified by receiving
presents.

(Must be post marked by January 9,
1993)
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useful travel set (¥3,500)
will be siven to ten
persons. The six items
contained in the set include
skin care, hair care, and
body care products in a
special pouch. You can
select wet or refresh types.
Pola Cosmetics

B "Parfum Allie Body
Lotion" (200 ml, ¥2,500)
Three kinds of fragrance
are being offered Aldehydic
floral. Floral Bouquet and
Chypre. Each is plea-santly
refreshing and offers a
pleasingly moderate fra-
grance. Ten persons will
each receive one of three
fragrances.

Shu Uemura Cosmetics

¢ "Sa-la select" shampoo
(300 ml, ¥1950) for beauti-
ful hair and healthy hair
and scalp care plus rinse
(250 ml. ¥1950) as a set
will be given to ten
persons. These products
are good for damaged hair
and also treat the scalp to
protect new hair srowth.
Kanebo Cosmetics
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It's in the Stars. This Month's Horoscope Sign

HAt2l2 MM E= ol 2ol 24l

Yagiza (Capricormn) Persons
born between December 22 to
January 20

Modest, patient,

and hard-working
This person is very hard on himself
or herself and continuously works
towards his or her target. And even
though he or she may not like
something, they will never
complain nor get angry in front of
other people. However, Yagiza
tend to see things a little too
realistically, so that they suppress
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We recommend vou become a subscriber
to "We're" magazine. The subscription
fee is 3,500 yen for one year (plus
additional postage charge).

II’ you are interested in subscribing,
please write your name and address on
the attached post card and send it to the
editorial department. You may also
contact the editorial department directly.
When we receive your post card, we mail
you a money transfer form. Take this to a
post office and pay the annual
subscription fee there. Subscription
address for "We're" Magazine:

llWelrell

Me're"[X] XIXIXIXIX] XIXIXIX)

MXXXXXK 1XX (12KX) 3,
500X, (XXX XIX)
MXXXK KX XXX XXX X
X XXX XXXX XXXX X
MXXXX. KX XX XXXX
XXX XXX XXX

XXX We're XXXNX KXXX
MXXXK XXX XXRK» XX
MXXX KXKX XXX XXX
XXXIX.

XXX : KIXIXIX 169
XXX XXXX

1-19_9

S044-233-0025
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Sincere thanks from the editor for the cooperation extending by so

responding to our opinion survey for our feature article on "Speaking
Reserve in the New Year."

Some people expressed views that the approach itself was discrimina
that they did not like backbiting when the editorial department askec
to relate the doubts and anger usually felt with fellow countryr
foreigners.

"It is an undeniable fact that human beings are unable to live alone,
did not live together, they would not be able to see themselves ai
beings." Our aim is to honestly express human encounters in this m
bearing in mind these words of We're’s founding editorial advisor

Yamzji ,taken from her Discovery article in the first issue. We aw
opinions, and look forward to them.
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TANAKA HIROSHI
CAMARGO SAKAE
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