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0041

THE BEST CHOICE IN INTERNATIONAL CALLS

HISLERERE 0041, 74XICER S LNBADITSRE FYSHFNTLR I Fhd3/
EEMNRHEERZ0MO MEH TRMAMIER, GiRHhE 208 AENKTSRHFRNEF £

Dial 0041 for international calls that save you more.
Answer the quiz and win a 200,000 yen JTB travel coupon or original telephone card.

XKKK KXXX 0041. XXX XXXK XKKE 20 XXX XXXX XXXIX

PELEBREEOT /I EXESIE?
EENEBREENEERGBE:
What is the access code for international calls that save you more ?

MMKX XKMXN XXX XKK?

HVWTHRHOFICHFEXNT. 20D ITB KITHH XK
FUSFALTFLHRVA—F%Y TEI/
ETENEBEREEL—EERZE,

g 208 BEMJTBRITEXEFHNEF F!

JwxSt write the number in the blank circle to win either a
200,000 yen JTB travel coupon or original telephone card.

XXXX XXXNX XM MMM X KX 20XXX JTB XXX,
XX XXX XXX KXX KEKXX!

n CEEAE AEBORENATFICTREVALELOIBREATFICT, THELEN,
» ST - 199345 2A28 H(L A FEHH )
m UERERE s UROEREIREXEDL > THRIETCVWELEEEF0

[EEFHE: FRM I -ENESHERIXRALitvmi .

m B EERFR: 1993if 2 A28 H (& BEENRAERI

m Rk REBRUBYR, AKX,

How to enter : Fill in the postcard attached to this book or send an official postcard.

Entries close : February 28, 1993 (entries must arrive by this date)
Announcement of winners ®Winners will be notified in person by mail.

n KKK~ KX XXKX XX KRKKK KKK XKXX.
= KMXXK > 1993 2K 28K (KX XXX XX)
n XXX~ KKK XXX XIKKKXK XXKKX.

ITJ International Telephone Charges

Economy Rate Discount Rate
Standard Rate  (Anit2PdfSathdRis B o
Mon. to Fi. 8:00-19.00  MoatoFri. 19:00-2300
SN Hiicy 02D Sun.toSat. 23:00-8:00

Service Areas
[Country Code]

Imin.
U.SA(incl. Hawaii, Alaska)[l] 330 670 10l0 260 540 820 200 400 600
Korea(Hep. of)[82] 340 680 1,020 270 550 830 200 400 600

China[86l-Hong Kong[852] *Taiwan(886] 350 730 1,110 280 580 880 210 430 650
Brunei[673]-Indonesia[62]-Malaysia[60]

Philippines[63]-Singapore[65l-Thailand[66] 370 810 1,250 300 660 1,020 220 480 740
Viet Nam[84]

India[9l]-Iran[98]-Pakistan[92]

Sri Lanka[O4-United Arab Emirates[97] 450 1,150 1,850 360 920 1,480 270 690 1,110

INTERNATIONAL TELECOM JAPAN

DX XN DI D!

HET 5ZRR e 205D DITF 7y b7 LEY b
HMEZEHS - .- fE%208 U XETRii s

5 winners......... ....Travel coupon
MHXK 5 KKK ... 20XX We X XXXXK KKXX.
5% T 1004 15 - ITIF Y HLF LRy - K 7LEY b

Jh 38 3% H 100
100 winners.........
XXXX 100XXX

BEErr R EE A
Original telephone card
ITJ KKXX XX XXX KXXX.

* Use our numbers for lower international telephonerates—and even
greater savings on weekends, evenings, and holidays.

* Use 0041 to call worldwide from any international publictelephone.

= Example : To dial New York(212)

m&ESSBY laitiBgg
ISKISIS »3] »liain ~©13191-(51(5)8)151

- BEEBRMER SRE—TEYPNNR, $EfE
o BERBAAHEFGRAEREENQLER), B—T0041, HEEmESEEE..
W3 AR #

©[0)SUT| PD U i] & POIS{l5] ©©© ©

SXXXXN XXM XK. XXX XXX XXX KX MXXX.
o KXXXMXKX KXXX) XXX 00411X KX XXXX XX KXX.

X KX2)K KX X

o dMA Hz BSEELI BH X doigy Mutes
gig)!4]IT| D D »D » [0 (*)gl-gl©10)®©
m Rate table (Japan time)
Mon.
to
Fri.
0 8 2324
«
Sn
Holidays . |
Standard Economy Rate fZ#|  Discount Rate

Rate (About 20% off m
Standard Rate)

(About 40% off
Standard Rate)

0120-44-0041

If more information, please call ITJ ¢

r Service Center 124-hour s
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Personality Profile (cover)

This month’s Live In features
Gloria Patricia Torres Duque
from Colombia.
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Hot-blooded and Warm-hearted.................... Ms. Patricia

EEH|ot@le| e XD, o2 2

We're On The street = Kabuki-cho
AT —F . e KJ)—h

—BLEICEEDIABER - RESKHT

EHLREN A M — SXEKAT

cdoM Hot7tE AUZE <R IIZX

REKBHBEAZ:1—FVvXIL
HIREANE O HFEL

Candid Port Town Newcastle

YD RHUE PR & Ao

EEH., GHEHEBICH o112
"gEO” EHEEE 7 )

16

20

"Was the Palace of the Dragon King located on the Korean Peninsula?"

B34,2 stEtzof AACH!

BiE CER<
#WFEZE
"Just Watch without Doing Anything"

g estot

THE 5l#L
L EN
Moving

O|Ak

PEOERS-BE0LLE
PENETST BENELE
A Great Chinese Talent Can Xue's First Novel

39 A ool MU

EEZHEADRROB 12
BUHESHESE
The Key to Exchange Beyond Words

101§ Foig2 nR/ol HY

FLFOEYE

o KK

GIVE & TAKE / TEACH & LEARN / WORK & EMPLOY
MOVING IN-OUT / HEART TO HEART

24

30

38

22
28
36



EEIINEACAZED— L, TOEBEAICEES. SAREK ORVETASBRAL, REf JEI— R4 CE80d 2l NRNUSTEA,
RBEEBENABA , TEEMAN S, EEANIXFHRERIENTREEBARIEL , RE—RATEHRL A TENNSESEL L0

We're takes pleasure in interviewing and offering close-up profiles of foreigners living in Japan. This month features Ms. Gloria Patricia Torres Duque, a Colombian

who now works for a computer company.
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Hot-blooded and
Warm-hearted

Favoring hish-heel shoes on her thin,
small feet, Patricia is wearing a short
skirt and a brightly-colored sweater.
Her makeup is also colorful.

"I really like to be flashy. This is
usual in Colombia. But in Japan, it is
not. | sometimes wear a long skirt
out of respect for the company and
generally wear quiet clothing. But |
find this is very tiring because it's not
| sometimes feel | cannot be in
Japan the way | would like to be.
Why is this?"

Patricia first came to Japan in 1987.
We now find many Latin Americans
living in Japan, from Brazil, Peru,
and Colombia. But there weren't
many at that time.

Patricia is the sixth of seven brothers
and sisters. She came to Japan on the
recommendation of her elder sister,
who was already married to a
Japanese and living in Tokyo.

me.

Salsa Till Dawn After
Two Glasses of Beer
Patricia went to a Japanese language
school in the mornins. In the
evenino, she worked part-time, typing
English, Spanish, and Italian and
checking foreign language manuals
for electrical equipment. She was an
obviously valuable asset to the
company because she understood
three languages. As a result, the
company officially offered her a full-

time job.

Unfortunately, Patricia had only a
student visa, and, since she needed a
working visa to be officially
employed, she returned to Colombia
and applied for a visa. This was
1988. At that time, a rush to work in

Japan was just beginning in
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Colombia, and visas were not easy to
obtain. Patricia waited a year before
she finally landed at Narita.

Through Mario's introduction,
Patricia changed jobs from her
previous company to the present
computer company.

| did not
know what Japanese were thinking.
In the besinninsi, | always thought
Colombians are

"The first month was awful.

they were upset.
hot-blooded. We act like we are very
happy when we are happy. We say
frankly what we don't like. | think
the Japanese are cold-blooded,
though not all of them."

"l like dancing to salsa best.
it a point to play salsa when I'm
cleaning and dance while | vacuum.

| make

Several times a month, | go to a salsa
restaurant in Roppongi and dance. |
feel just great after two glasses of
beer and dance till morning." When
she soes dancing, her husband and

pppX

Gloria Patricia Torres DuqlLé
Patricia was born in Calarca,
Colombia in 1962 and lived there until
she was 21 years old. She then
entered university in Cali. In 1987,
Patricia came to Japan on a student
visa. One week later, Patricia met
Mario, now her husband, at a party
sponsored by the Colombian
Embassy. After returning to
Colombia, she came back to Japan in
1990 on a working visa. Patricia now
lives in Kanagawa Prefecture with her
Colombian husband of Japanese
ancestry and his father.
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"Mario is a
His father is, too, even

his father go with her.
good dancer.
though he is slightly heavy." Patricia
grins mischievously.

A Need for
a Change of Image

Partly because of the influence of the
media in Japan, Colombian females
are frequently seen as street girls
simply because of their nationality.

Patricia has been approached several
times by Japanese men partly because
she works in Okubo, Shinjuku. There
are many Latin American street girls
in Okubo. Patricia resolutely
responds "I am different" through
tight lips and quickly walks away.

A man once got out of his car and
said suddenly, "Let's go to a hotel."
She was so mortified she showed a
company brochure to the man, saying,
"I work for this computer company

near here. If you are interested in
computers, come and see our
showroom." The man stammered

"Sumimasen ,sumimasen (I am sorry,
and took the brochure
"I want to change the
image which Japanese have of

| am sorry)"
from her.
Colombians. There are many of us
who have decent jobs. This fact is
not visible to Japanese."

Patricia was once approached in a
drugstore by a Colombian female
who was a street girl.
Speaking Spanish, she
enviously at Patricia,

looked
"A computer
company, oh. that's great, isn't it?"

Seeing Patricia working in the
company showroom through the
window, Colombian sirls fearfully
enter the showroom from the street
and talk to Patricia.
It's great that you are
working hard every clay as Japanese
do. receiving a regular salary." The

"Are you
Colombian?

girls are impressed. Complex
feelinss appear and disappear, mixed
with envy and resignation that such
work is not possible for them.

Seeking to Form a Latin

American Support Group
"The girls working the street have
absolutely no intention of living in
Japan for a long time. They want to
go home after they save some money.
Their purpose is different from mine.
Their only purpose is to earn a high
income in a short time and return
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home as soon as Dossible."

"Many people think they earn a lot of
money easily in one or two hours. |
do not think so. It is not an easy job.
And they are not all bad girls. They
are earning money for family."
Colombians, or Latin Americans
including Colombians, think a lot
about their families. When they first
start working ,they first think of
"working for their parents." Patricia,
too, sends money to her mother. This
is only natural. Last Christmas,
Patricia sent a Japanese stereo set to
her mother.

Workers ti«Oli Latin America have

been increasing rapidly of late,
including street girls. And foreigners
living in Japan face many problems
involving language, visas, employ-
ment, employment conditions, health
care, and housing, among others. "In
the future. | want to form a group to
help Latin Americans. There are
many people in distress. | want to
ask government agencies and local
governments to extend help to them."
This feeling must be especially strong
for Patricia, who, when she is not
being mistaken for a street girl by the
Japanese ,is being looked upon
enviously by such sirls as somethin?
different from them.

From infants who can hardly walk to
grandparents, everyone in Colombia
starts dancing when salsa music
Even with empty pockets,
people go to the riverside with only a
cassette deck and some fruit. There
they sat and dance. In Colombia, it

flows.

does not cost money to enjoy oneself.
Colombians are merry, open, showy,
and love their family. Patricia's
homeland appears in the imagination,
accompanied by Latin rhythm.
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ONTHE STREET

The atmosphere was like a festival, twenty four hours a day. There were
many young people, lots of music, and a really nice feeling. (Seiichi,
Japanese man)

| was hoping this job would provide me with money and ample free time.

(Kei, Korean man)

It seemed like the end of the world was approaching very fast. | was

dodging Scuds. (Ayelet, Israeli woman)

The friendship with the other girls is the best thing. (Minna, Thai woman)
Tokyo —international human tapestry. Kabukicho, the ultimate night
entertainment district devours the good, the bad and the rest. "We're on the
Street" takes a look at this hlinan garment in the making .

(The people and incidents described in this article are true; the names and locations
have been altered to protect the identities of those involved.)
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Kabuki-cho glows with the intensity
of a nuclear meltdown. The heart of
Shinjuku, the most populous ward in
Tokyo,Entertainment Capital of
Japan, Kabuki-cho's streets speak
volumes to all who care to listen.
The voices of the street take many a
guise; sometimes harlot, sometimes
gangster. A drunken salaryman here,
radical student there. Omnipresent
are the swindlers, hustlers, peddlers,
and that great traditional threat to
Japanese society: the foreigner. All
find a home in the dank, litter strewn
alleys of Kabuki-cho.

Aesthetically, the district offers little.
Thriving are the "adult" entertain-
ments; the Soaplands, terekuras,
fashion massages, omiais, and
cabarets. Seedy ramen shops vent
their sreasy fumes into the air where
they mingle with the essence of
overpriced hostess perfume and
alcoholic urine. Neon is everywhere;
clashing with itself, screaming for
attention, advertising pleasure
establishments that deliver very little
indeed.

Marching into the midst have come
the foreigners. Drawn initially by the
lure of Japanese yen exchange rates
and the promise for a better life back
home, they have arrived only to have
their hopes smashed upon the cruel
bricks of reality. There is no future
for most of them here; the money is
mediocre, the hassels with police and
yakuza many, and their reception by
the Japanese, world renowned for
their hospitality, has ranged from
tepid to downright hostile. Faced
with this sobering truth, a genuine
subculture has emerged on the streets
of Kabuki-cho. Almost organically,
Shinjuku has given birth to a
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subterranian world of the Foreigner
Street Network.

ZUrban Decay, Japanese Style
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To understand what has happened here,
one must look at the immediate history
of Kabuki-cho. Perhaps significantly,
its name itself derives from a Kabuki
theater envisionned as the cultural
centerpiece of the district. It was never
built.

Seiichi, a dyed-blonde long-haired
Japanese veteran of sidewalk sales pegs
the early- 1980's as Kabuki-cho's
halcyon.

"The atmosphere was like a festival,
twenty four hours a day. Everybody
would come frOfi their hometowns
whenever they 20t bored. There were
many young people, lots of music, and
areally nice feelins". Almost wistfully
he adds, "It was very free. You could
haveanythin» you wanted; music,
drugs, girls. But then the law changed
and everything went bad".

The law was called Fueho, and it did
have a profound effect. Passed in 198),
it designated Kabuki-cho as a clear
threat to the morals and well being of
minors. Twenty-four hour game shops
had to close at midnight, many
establishments became off-limits to
persons under twenty, and some of the
more aaringly offensive adult entertain-
ments were shuttered. The lower-key
ones still thrive. Well-intentioned
thoush the law might have been, the
result has been a rapid deterioration of
the area. "The imase of Shinjuku has
suffered", says Seiichi. "Now the
young people go to Harajuku, Shibuya,
and Ropponsi". What remains is a
decidedly more hard-core, tougher
crowd on the streets.

Mr. Kato. 69, works as a streetcorner
"sandwichman", holding a painted sisn
advertising a pornographic video-box
club. He too laments the decline of
Kabuki-cho. "The passersby don't look
like they're having fun anymore". He
agrees that Fueho was the beginning of
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the end, and also points to Jiage, the
sudden 1980s speculative property-
value increase that has done more to
destroy Japanese well-being than any
boatload of immigrants. Legitimate
businesses could not survive the rent
increases; the pink shops swarmed in
en masse, operated by hucksters full of
creative ways to rip off the rubes. And,
he says, the foreigners have him
worried.

He feels sorry for many of them; the
bursting of the famed bubble economy
has left many foreigners destiture,
vendors and hookers alike. However,
he fears the increase of drugs the
foreigners have brought to his
neighborhod, and distrusts the in-
creasingly evident foreign pimps doing
business in the area. A recent influx of
unemployed Chinese immigrants have
not done the local economy any sood
either. "There was once a real com-
munity spirit here, shared by Japanese
and the foreigners", he recalls. It's gone
now,replaced by bitterness driven by
mistrust and mutual bewilderment at
the vanished economy. Kabuki-cho
stands today as a particularly pungent
example of capitalism gone bad.

A SlaD On The Wrist And A Slap In The Face
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Joe and Mr. Hasaad were in deep
trcHible: the police were on their way.
Joe, an American, and Mr. Hasaad. a
Pakistani, had committed a serious
violation of Japanese Law, and
punishment would be swift. Their
crime: selling trinkets in Shinjuku
station. In Joe's case, earrings and
bracelets; Mr. Hasaad was guilty of

Deddling Persian mss.

Both had generally depended on the
streets of Kabuki-cho to provide
their sustenance: they decided to risk
their livelihood on a quick one night
stand in the station due to
unseasonably cold weather and an
earlier scuffle with competing street
vendors. Their arrest was suaden
and firm; they were ordered to close
shop and produce alien documen-
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tation. Mr. Hasaad, supporting a
family of four in riot-torn Pakistan
with his meager earnings and having
learned a great deal of Japanese
durins his six-month stay, caught the
brunt of the officers' wrath. Perhaps
because he was slow in packing his
twenty russ, perhaps because his
complexion is darker than Japanese
Immigration's acceptable limit, he
earned a quick slap to the face by an
officer twenty years his junior. Joe,

two years in Japan and unable to

speak Japanese, but rair sKinned and
bearing the influence of a United
States passport, escaped physical
discipline. This time. Both were
quickly ushered to the nearest police
box for further questioning and
fingerprinting. Mr. Hasaad, lacking
documentation, was detained. Joe
was released within twenty minutes
with awarning.

Partof A Day's Work in Kabuki-Cho

Mr. Kei, 26, is studying communi-
cations at a Japanese university.He
came to Kabuki-cho from Korea
about two years ago and began
selling accessories. "I am vending
mainly to pay my college tuition fee",
he says, which sets him back about
¥2,000,000 a year"l was hoping this

job would provide me with money

and ample free time", but such was
not the case. Instead, he labors seven

hours a ni2ht with only a neighboring
sandwichman for company. He is
compelled to open every day in order
to gain recognition among his
customers, the majority of whom are
Thai and Taiwanese. In an ironic
twist of fate, the Taiwanese seem to
have the most cash to spend these
days, a reflection of the next Asian
bubble far from the green hills of

Japan. He longs for his homeland.
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where he hopes to become a stage
manager for classical music concerts.
For now though, the hours are long
and the money is tight.

Mrs. Lee. another Korean, has been
selling fruit from the back of her
truck for almost four years, while her
husband does the same a few blocks
away. Both attend a sastry school by
day, and intend to open a pastry shop
in Seoul with the money they have
earned here. Later this year, they
hope to spend time in France gaining
some practical working experience in
order to insure success. Meanwhile,
they support their
education back in Korea.
In the beginning. Mrs. Lee, like all
vendors, fell victim to the yakuza's
systematic shake-down process,
paying ¥20,000 a month to "rent" her
spot on the public street. However,
and fortunately for her, the yakuza
were impressed by her diligence and
have chosen to suspend their
"There are good

children's

customary fee.
Yakuza", she says, nothing that they
often wish her "good luck". Her
bisgest problem is with the police, as
her business is in violation of a
number of traffic regulations.

yelet, a doe-eyed Israeli
A woman of 21, has been

vending for only
months, but has already tired of the
scene. Fights with other vendors and
harassment by irate Japanese has led

to a planned early departure. She's
lucky; she's young and has enough

two

money to leave.
A travelor, she left Israel nearly two
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years ago. iust prior to the Gulf War.
"The national mood was very dark
then", she recalls."lt seemed like the
end of the world was approaching
very fast". Travel was infinately
preferable to dodgins Scuds from
Iraq.
The mood in Kabuki-cho isn't so
bright for her either. Israelis, in her
perception, have been singled out for
harrassment by the Japanese. She's
seen vendors shoved by salarymen,
spat at, shouted at. and provoked into
fights. "The scary thing is, usually its
not Yakuza". On the whole she
harbors no ili-regard for the Japanese.
However, life on the streets is
different. "We're perceived as sub-
human, like dirt, because we sell on
the street. And | worry that if things
become worse, they could set bad
really fast". The writing may
already be on the wall. The
Kokashakai Shusi Doumei, a minor
but active ultra-nationalist group, has
taken to pasting swastikas on
lampposts around Tokyo. In
Japanese, they warn Israelis and other
middle eastern nationals to "get out".
inna. 20, and Anna. 25, hail
M from Thailand. They are also
in the sales business, but
carry no merchandise. For the hefty
sum of ¥20,000 an hour, the casual
passerby may select either of them or
any of the two dozen or so other Thai
women stationed in the Kabuki-cho
love hotel district. Services provided
vary, but essentially the women
deliver the goods they not-so subtly
advertise. "The friendship with the
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other girls is the best thing", says
Minna, when asked about working
conditions. Indeed, the comraderie

among the small cliques is fierce ,

each serving as the others' protector;
warning the others or impending
trouble or danger. "We all know each
other's business, what everyone is
doin? all the time. We have to,
because nobody else looks out for
us".

They are not looked out for, perhaps,
but they are defmately watched. On a
typical Saturday night, as many as a
dozen young Japanese men are
stationed in the shadows, well-
dressed but menacing, ready to
intervene if a wise guy appears to be
bargaining with the girls or. Lord
forbid, trying to recruit them to work
for somebody else. Reluctant to get
into specifics, the girls admit that
they are reguired to reimburse these
"guardians" a sizeable portion of their
nightly receipts.

Both were lured to Kabuki-cho by the
yen's blinding beacon; a single
customer can provide the equivalent
of a monthe’s pay in Thailand.
However, the recession, competition,
and AIDS have hurt business
considerably. Minna, the younger of
the two, averages only three
customers a day. Anna manages just
two.

"When its all over, | want to return to
Chains Mai and. open a little
boutique, get married, and raise a
family"”, Anna says. But for now, its
business as usual.
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On Wednesday, October X/ 1992,
about 380 MPD and Shinjuku police
officers - Some wearing plain clothes
- staged a raid in Kabuki-cho.
According to The Daily Yomiuri and
The Japan Times (both English
language), the officers detained and
questioned "suspicious-looKing"
foreigners to see if they had proper
visas. 61 non-Japanese were
randomly stopped, with arrests being
made when the foreigners failed to
produce proper documentation. Eight
foreign nationals received police
warnings for running street stalls;
some were deported.

No mention of police arresting
"suspicious-lookins" Japanese was
made in the press, despite Kabuki-
cho’s reputation as a prime yakuza
roost, nor were any Japanese issued
warnings. Random visa checks are
the primary modus operand: of the
Shinjuku police. Non-Western
foreigners are particularly vulumable
—Watch out.

As with any trade canter, the
foreigners and Japanese have
gradually developed a network of
inter-dependant street businesses.
Japanese and foreign street vendors
agree that any systematic purging of
foreigners from Kabuki-cho would
dreatly disturb the fragile market
structure that has evolved.

For example, Mr. Sasaki, a Japanese
fruit vendor, has come to rely on the
Thai women for the lion's share of his
business. The new antigang laws
have decreased the numbers of street
yakuza. and in their absence,
Immigration has swooped in and
begun deporting the girls. Immi-
gration sweeps have become more
severe and business has gone worse.
"Some have returned home or have
gone to the countryside where
immigration seems to be less strict,"
comments Mr. Sasaki.

As the Japanese economy slows,
foreigners making their livelihood on
Kabuki-cho's Streets will feel the
reverberations. Neverthless, life's
tapestry continues to unravel in
Kabuki-cho. This chaotic environ-
ment has the power to swallow all
walks of life and give birth to new
hybrid forms of exchange. The good
and bad in human nature is expressed
as the balance between both those
seeking release from the day's stress,
and those making a livelihood from
this release live out life's drama.
Foreigners and Japanese both,
Kabuki-cho will continue to lure the
good and the bad and thus reflect a
future for Japan.

mre Report
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A fascinating variety of people have made their way to Japan from their countries of birth. Each month we will ask them to tell us about their homeland. This month features Newcastle, England.
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Mr. Seymour Leon Mace

Mr. Mace was bom in 1969 in York, AH
1970 , his family .
emigrated to South Africa. Three

years later, the family returned to
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Now he is a street performer.

amusement park in Tokyo.
Seymour's third visit to Japan.

Candid Port Town
Newcastle

Most tourists head ror London when
they visit England, but | don't like
London very much. There are a lot
of people and the streets are not
clean. Everyone is in a hurry.
Compared with Lonclon, Newcastle
is comfortable and the people are
warm. It is a very livable city for
me.

It's over two hours and forty-five
minutes by diesel train from London.
From early on, people born in
Newcastle have been called
"Geordie" in the dialect of the city.
Newcastle is adjacent to Scotland
and its dialect is very similar to
Scotland's. Dispositions are similar,
too. There was once a long, high
wall between Newcastle and
Scotland.
west from the city, ruins of the wall
built during the age of the Roman
Empire, Hadrian's Wall, can be seen.
After a fierce battle with the Scots,
the Roman army built a barrier alone
the Scottish border, extending 118
km tom Carlisle to Newcastle.
Made of stacked stones, the barrier
ended in the east at Newcastle, at a
place called Wallsend.

A little distance to the
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for six years. Seymour moved to
Newcastle when he was ten years old.
Since
last autumn. Seymour has been
performing as a clown at an
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Pubs Are Recommended
for Watching People
The river Tyne flows through
Newcastle and The Quay Side
Market is open every Sunday along
the river. There are many popular
pubs in the area and | frequent
several of them, because the best way
to really set a feel for the people in

Newcastle is to go and sit in a pub.
The Broken Doll, a pub i like, is a
young peoples' pub. It is also the
best place to experience a little local
color. The style is alternative. The
second floor features live music
almost every night. The band "Lime
Green Violent," in which my friends
play, performs there frequently.
When | so home, | sometimes join in
as a vocalist. It is located near
Central Station. Ask any unusually
dressed youns fellow the way and
he'll direct you there.

The Dos and Parrot, which is very
close to the Broken Doll, is a pub in
the traditional English style. It is not
as noisy as the Broken Doll so you
can spend a quiet time there. The
house beer in this pub is very good.
Many other reasonable pubs such as
The Cooperage. The Red House, and
The Barley mow can also be found
along the river near Key Side
Market.

One place | do not recommend is The
Bis Market. There are many pubs in
this area, but fights occur frequently
and the area is very dangerous.

Brown Dog,

a Proud Local Ale
Newcastle produces a local beer
called Newcastle Brown Ale. it is
slightly bitter and very tasty. It is
also called Brown Dog. If you say,
"Give me a Brown Dog," you'll be
served a bottle or a glass of this ale.
Why is it called Brown Dog? Many
In the
evening, a man would say, "I'll just
take the dog for a walk," and drop in
on a pub with the dos. He would
then go home after drinkino this beer.
A food unique to the north is "Stotty
cake." This is around, heavy bread
about 20 cm in diameter. It is cut
into quarters and eaten with butter,
ham, and cheese on it. A quarter
sells in a store for about 120 yen.

English people keep doss.

People in Newcastle like it very
much.
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Walking the Street,
You Are no Longer
a Stranger

Large houses and stone-paved streets
which remind one of the 18th
century still remain along the Tyne
River. Central Station Shopping
Center, wmch is very large, stands in
the center of the city, containing
more than ten movie theaters.
Taking the subway twenty or thirty
minutes from Newcastle, you arrive
in the seaside town North Shields
Here they have one of the largest fish
markets in Europe. It is fun to look
over the market while walking along
the coast.
Football season is from autumn to
spring. In Enzland, football means
soccer. Newcastle has a team called
Newcastle United Football Club,
which is known throughout the
country. Matches are held on every
second Saturday at St. James Park
and local fans are very enthusiastic.
From Japan, | often call my friends
in Newcastle to get the match results.
In spring, cricket season replaces
football.
The best thing to do in Newcastle is
to take a leisurely stroll around the
center of the city. Often, one starts a
conversation with strangers, or is
addressed by people one does not
know. Newcastle is indeed an open-
hearted city
| really feel | am back in Newcastle
when the train from London crosses
the River Tyne.
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ikKEBUKURO BRANCH: OPEN Now !
CALL US FIRST.

FROM TOKYO
HONG KONG %
BANGKOK I
SEOUL ‘ﬁﬁ)‘cg
MANILA &R
LOS ANGELS &2
NEW YORK ()
PARIS B

o/w (B7) R/IT (FIR)
¥47,000— ¥69,000
¥44,000— ¥60,000
¥24,000- ¥31,000
¥37,000— ¥44,000
¥65,000— ¥66,000
¥82,000- ¥95,000
¥82,000— ¥82,000'

Memo on Newcastle
Correctly, it is called Newcastle-
Upon-Tyne and is located in the
northeastern part of England.
The population is about 280,000.
Its climate is similar to that of
Hokkaido's.
during the industrial revolution as

Newcastle grew

a central port city exporting coal
from the northeastern part of
England. Coal exports have
since become sluggish and the
economy is not so active. A
direct flight from Japan to
Heathrow, England, takes about
The
train from London to Newcastle
takes abol{ 2 hours and 45
minutes. The time difference
between Japan and England is

twelve and a half hours.
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Koji Kanou, a 32-year-old Japanese
and representative of the All-Japan
Kimchi Lovers' Federation, often
finds time off from his work to go to
Korea in pursuit of more knowledge
about this Korean staple.

Touring the Korean Peninsula,
Kanou found the roots of ancient
tales long told in Japan through his
experiences with culture shock.
With us, after disclosing a daring
opinion, Kanou explained how to
prepare kimchi in his own style.
Everybody, try kimchi Kanou style!
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Was the palace of the
Dragon King located on
the Korean Peninsula?

Every Japanese knows the fairy tale of
urashinia Taro. Urashima Taro
rescued a turtle. The turtle, in return
for his kindness, then offered to take
him on its back to the Palace of the
Dragon King in the sea. At the
palace. Urashima Taro was received
by the princess. After a pleasant stay
in the palace eating, drinking, and
singing songs, he returned to his
homeland. However, he had spent
such a long time in the palace that the
people he saw in his homeland after
his return were all strangers.

"I suspect that the Palace of the
Dragon King was actually located on
the Korean Peninsula. The pictures of
the palace found in picture books
show brighty-painted roof tiles,
columns, and beams, in vermilion,
green, and yellow. These colors are
the traditional colors of the Korean
Peninsula. Moreover, the Korean
Peninsula is located so close to Japan
that Urashima Taro could have gotten
there on the back of the turtle."
"There is a town called Kim Hue
about 20 km northwest of Pusan.
Long ago, there were ancient states of
the kaya tribe in the area. The capital
of the leader of the states, Korea, was
located in Kim Hue. The mausoleum
of the founder of Korea, Kimsuro
King, is located in the city. The
mausoleum consists of about thirty
buildings centering on a round earth
tomb. The buildings' columns are
vermilion and the- beams, green. A
blue drason with a yellow e?g in its
mouth raises its head from below roof
tiles. A tombstone inscribed with the
local history stands on the back of a
turtle. Perhaps this was the Palace of
the Dragon King. At least, the scene's
overall impression is sufficient to
make one believe so."

It is said that Kimsuro King
descended from heaven to Gujibong at
the edge of Kim Hue in the year 42.
Kimsuro Kins lived 157 years and
died in 199. His princess was called
Hwang and came from Ayudia
Country, India. Hwang must have
been the princess and Kimsuro King
must have been Urashima Taro. He
did not descend from heaven. When
Korea was attacked by other
countries, he came to its rescue from a
small kingdom in Kyushu. Japan.
Kyushu also has a mountain called
Takachiho. which can also be read
Kochibo. The mountain is noted for
its legend of the descent to earth of the
Sun Goddess. Phonetically,
Takachiho. or Kochibo. is indeed
similar to Guiibong.

Kimsuro King was victorious against
the enemies and the people celebrated.
Then Kimsuro King returned to
Kyushu, but he found his rriends
gone. It is not known whether or not
he muttered, "l feel like | have
become Urashima Taro," but it is
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CULTURE SHOUCK

possible that he returned to Korea
after finding no place to live in
Kyushu, and died in Kim Hue.

This is a story from a time when there
were no borders between the Korean
Peninsula and Japan.
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On the Korean Peninsula,
kimjangeheol arrives with cold
wintry winds. Literally, this
means "the season to pickle
kimchi." When families had to
feed themselves, kimchi was an
important food preserved to
ensure’ vitamin sources. Straw
mats are spread over back gardens
called modang to sun-dry red
peppers and jujubes. With the
afternoon sun shining, such a
scene evokes nostalgic feelings.
After pickling with salt and
adding several other ingredients,

large jars, preferably buried in

earth. This is because temperature

varia-tions in the earth are smaller
than those in the air.

There are plenty of pickles in the

world, but kimuchi is the grand

champion of pickles in all aspects:
nutrition, texture, taste, and flavor.

If kimchi is prepared in indivi-

duals' homes, true goodness is

extracted and becomes what can
truly be called culture. First, find

a jar in a size that will hold a

Chinese cabbage and can be put in

your refrigerator. (Use ingredients

that can be bought in Japan.)

Materials: One Chinese cabbage,

1/2 apple, ginger (20 g), garlic (20

g), salted squid guts (150 g),

powdered red pepper (20 g), rough

ground red pepper (30 g), dried

small sardines (30 g), salt (80 g),

sugar (10 g) and water (200 g).

(Purchase red peppers produced in

Korea from a specialty store.)

How to prepare:

1.Split the Chinese cabbage
lengthwise into two and sun-dry
one day.

2. Remove the hard core and lightly
cut with a kitchen knife from the
outside. Sprinkle salt on each leaf
of the cabbage. Put the cabbage
on a draining board. Place
newspaper or other suitable
material on it and leave for one
day and night.

3. Remove heads and bellies from
dried small sardines, soak them in
water for thirty minutes, boil
them for five minutes and strain
through a cloth.

4.Mash the apple, ginger, and
garlic.

5. Cut salted squid guts into tmy
pieces.

6. When water in 3 has cooled, add

Chinese cabbage is preserved in |
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4, 5, sugar, powdered red pepper, XXX.
aqd rough ground red peppers and 7. KX KX XX KXX XXX
mix well. NN, KX XXN KX K KK

7. Wash the Chinese cabbage in
water and drain. Thoroughly
apply 6 to each leaf.

8. Place in ajar and leave the jar at
room temperature for one day and XD I,
ight P Y 9. XNNX KX KKK KK K X

9. The best time to eat your kimchi XKX.
is several days after placing the
jar in the refrigerator.

X, XXXX 6K XXIX.
8. XX X KX XMX KX MX X
X MXXX XK. KXXX X
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Words are culture. Their meanings, even when using the same word, can differ greatly depending on culture. We hope to show you the many unexpected expressions created by different countires' cultures.
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This month's theme is the arm. In the
Japanese language, ude (arm) is
frequently used as a pronoun to
express talents and skills such as "ude
aa ii (someone's talents and skills are
good)," "ude ga agaru (someone's
talents and skills are improved)" and
"ude wo furuu (demonstrate one's
talents and skills)."

In English, "arms" is also used to
mean weapons.

In Chinese, the Chinese character for
ude (arm) means the wrist. Ude
(arm) in Chinese is expressed in three
different ways. " ;
" B "and” BEF
In Korean, fewer expressions are
related to arms than in Japanese or
English.

t-irst, let us examine arms expres-
sions common to the countries of the
world.

Many readers of "We're" are
studying Chinese have sent
letters to the editorial department
expressing the hope that We're
will print Chinese in the simplified
form. In the past, We're has used
only the regular form. As a test,
beginning this month, the Power
Language pages will be printed in
the simplified form.

X s KX XXX KX7 KMXKKX KKK XKK XXX KKK & K.

o1 Eol| Hiol= .
d2o{olME mMsO0ILL TIsE

LIEFHHE CHEAZA, TS A8
st 497t Hch. og Ed™
ol ZEcti,, %ol Sakstct,,
s 3F2rt, S.

YooM= ol F7Iets o
Oz M8ElE EfE UCh

=00l M= T (Bi)iol2tE
Bx= £&Solets ol
ool & 2
g2tm 37+x[e|
ct.
g=o0iel Feo=, 2oLt
ofof HlmstH Eof E E

2 X2 #olch

=
g R BT

ol Z3HHo|

2 02

XXX XX, XXXNX XXMXX
XN B XX XX XX XXX
X XX XXX XX

X, XXX KXKK KKK K
XX, XXM MMNX X XX
X XXX (n/verei XIXIXxi XX
XXXE DD XXX XXX

X XX XXX XXX KX XXX
MXXXXNX X Power Language XX

X XXMX KXX XXX KXX.



wffiiE CFh<

BIK: /06 LEVWTEERTY

%,
BUXRREE, PEE. &
B, BERBIC €451
EELPEZEOEEE.
BTEE, FE2OHN2
THREET I B,

MFES

xiushou pangguén
HKETR. BiEFOTR
TWBERBEENh B,
ILook on with one's arms
folded
BEFECR. BifAe LT
EERTVWRERBRE
%0

ZEg 7t

(Paljjanqul kkida)

=% B (MIGIUDE)

) ICBB A
ChEFEFURRN P
EFE. ®FE. BEECS
3,
PEETCEEBTETT
B, ABREEBRES %
50\,

EBAW
zuopang youbi
RETR. BRTREEL,
EFAFEDND
rRight hand man.
B BcREOK BX
EE /| Lo

22 (Orunpal) 4

ThTR, EEOHANOSVE
LZRTH& S

(UDEWOKOMANEKU)

BY: E—BE«C, F40FF,

ENE, R, BHEFEE
HEHRAO

B, EXEBETHBK K M2
BFo

#MFER

(xiushdu pangguan)

HEHNRIAIBMESN,

'Look on with ones arm

folded”

HEHENRERBERO

pri 3y (X=1

g 7lct
(Paljjangul kkida)

B WHUREMA,

XERIE, ®IiE
B BRI,

EXEBETXLERE , URER
BERA.

ERE EwE

uubbang youbl)

EREPTRAEGH , M2«
EFo

“Right hand man”

He BENRIUESAEBERELM
il

HEEP D

RE% (onjnpal) 4

BRESEETRAMNUE,

i, cF Er ic
Meaning:

Just watch without doing

anything. There are similar

expressions in Chinese, English,
and Korean. In  Chinese,
however, hands are used in
expressions, rather than arms.

ELE ]

xiushdu pangguan
In English, it is expressed as
folding one's arms, as in "Look on
with one's arms folded."
In Korean, it is expressed as
folding one's arms without doing
anything.

4wE 7t

(Paijjangu! kkida)

Meaning:
A dependable person
Here again, the same expression
can be found in Chinese, English,
and Korean. In Chinese, both left
and right arms are used, instead of
using the right arm only.

zubpang youbi
In English, the right hand is used
instead of the right arm.
"Right-hand man"
This usage in Korean is exactly
the same as in Japanese.
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Let's take a look at expressions
unique to the various countries.
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folded]
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Meaning:
itching to show off one's own
skills and talents.

Example:
"I am soing to carry a portable
shrine in the festival tomorrow.
Ah, my arms itch to carry it for
the first time in along time,"

Meaning :
To brush up [one's] talents and
abilities.
In Chinese, the same meaning is
expressed by "rubbing the palm."

Example:
If you want to be a well-known
pianist, you must brush up your
skills more.

Meaning:
Arms cannot win even if they
contradict the thishs. This means
that arms cannot win against
thighs regardless.

Example:
"Don't quarrel with the class
teacher. Arms cannot win
against thighs even if they
contradict thighs."
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Meaning:
A direct translation i1s to keep

away from a person by a distance - "E’ ==TE =
o = =
the length of an arm. This means o HElg 5.
A2 (AE2)HZAFIX|
to not let other people approach =710 HE)E
ofm , Helgtct= o0l

and to keep a distance from
them.

Example: The client i1s keeping us at arm's length these days; 1don't“k he wants to do business with us.
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1have to twist his arm to get him to do any housework.
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Meanino :
(1) Twist one's arm.
(2) Ask someone a favor against
someone's will.

ct.
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Meaning:
Arms bend inside. It is natural for
people to be kind to people who
have good relations with them
since arms bend inside.

HioFS
o

QIQIALOIRACE HA| H2 oteZ ZA| oHo|RLH

o=y

Kimgungwa Iguni datulttemyon
weonifinji Pakyangun onjena lgunui
pyonul dunda.

Example:
"When Kim and Rhee quarrel, for
one reason or another. Park sides

with Rhee. | found out later Najung® an irijiman igungwa

that Rhee and Park were a couple. ~ Pakyangun yoninsaiyotta.

After all arms bend inside." Yokshl _ parun anuro gubge
maryonigunal!

Next month's theme will be

"hands."
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CHOU YONG BO

Born in Dalin, China in 1963 ,Mr.
Chou graduated from the Oil Paint
Department of Art, Liao Ning
University and was an instructor at
Lu Xun University for 4 years. He
then came to Japan in 1990 to persue
his artistic activities.

This work entilled, "Sun, Humanity,
and Sea" reflects the harmony
between man and nature and blends
an image of realism and romantism.
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— Seasonal trips, small museums, movies, video, books, concerts, sports and other recommended information.
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Moving
There must be many people who are
thinkins of moving at this time.
Movins peaks in February and
March.
We're interviewed real estate
agencies in downtown Tokyo and in
the suburbs to hear their forecasts on
niovina conditions in February and
March. Compared with ten years
ago, suitable rentals available in
Tokyo, a large city, have declined
about one-third. Available rentals,
particularly popular one-room units
and units with one room and a
kitchen, are substantially in short
supply compared with the demand.
If the potential tenants are foreigners,
more difficulties are expected than
with Japanese. How can rentals
close to one's wishes be found under
such severe conditions? The results
of our interviews have been
suHmarized under the following
ten tips for moving.

n Move in February.
Good rentals are offered by early
January and tenants are found
immediately. In March, only those
rentals that offer poor conditions
remain. For example, good rentals
are still available in Chiba and
Saitama. but locations are a little far
from the station. Therefore, if you
want to move, move in February!!

Q Consult real estate

agencies regularly

Rather than trying to find rentals
through magazines, call on a lot of
real estate agencies in the area you
wish to live in. One can make
friends at real estate agencies, which
will then try hard to find suitable
rentals for you and give good
information.

Q Concentrate
When looking for a room, good
results can be obtained by con-
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centrating for aDout two weeks, rather
than spending a lons time. When
taking a long time during this period,
good rentals 20 quickly.

Q Make your desires
clear

It is important to explain precisely

what kind of rental you are looking

for. You will also have better luck if

you state clearly what conditions you

are willing to accept.

El Show enthusiasm

Foreigners are refused only because
they are foreigners. Don't be dis-
couraged. Show enthusiasm and a
cooperative asent will always appear.

Q An immediate deci-
sion is important

We are not sayins compromise. \We
are saying a decision must be made
quickly on information supplied by
an agency. The number of rentals
offered will increase merely by
changing one's viewpoint.

wd Prepare the neces-
sities in advance,
such as a guarantor,
papers and money.

If these have not been prepared by

the time a contract is offered, the deal

may not be concluded.

Q Ask people to help

In many cases, corporate contracts
can be concluded more easily than
personal contracts, ana It is advan-
tageous for a foreigner to take along a
Japanese.

El Use the facilities of
the Tokyo Metropoli-
tan Government or
ward offices

No consultation fees are charged and

many are cooperative. Consultation

in foreign languages is also possible
in some cases.

#) Deposit or "Key"
money will not be
return ed

A rental will be held for a short time
if one pays a deposit or "Key" money.
It should be remembered, however,
that such money will not be refunded
even if the deal is cancelled.
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*Two Points for Moving

1. If you are a student, use the
transportation department of the
university students' cooperative
association. It will be cheaper and
you can rely on them.

2. When sending articles by parcel
delivery service or takkyubin, pack
your articles compactly to send
them at rates as low as possible.

XMovmg Check List
1. Notify the landlord what day you
are moving out of your home.

2. Submit a moving report to the ward
office before moving out of your
home.

3. After moving, submit a moving
report to the ward office of your
new home.

4. Notify the electric power company,
sas company, water bureau, and
telephone company.

5. If you have bulky refuse, contact the
ward office to pick it up.

Lastly, real estate agencies told the
We're editorial department of several
moving problems. These include
tenants removing air conditioners
from their rooms and taking them
with them and tenants who moved
out leaving unnecessary articles
behind. It is a pity that these
examples affect all foreign tenants
"That's why foreigners are not .....

Clean your room when moving out,
as a matter of pride and for the sake
of those foreigners looking for rooms
as well. It is also important to
maintain close communication with
one's landlord. Landlords will
deduct ¥20,000 or ¥30,000 from the
security money deposited with them
as cleaning charges when tenants
move out. Unfortunately, there
seems to be nothing that can be done
about this cleaning charge.

If you have any articles you no
longer need when you move, or if
you need any new articles, actively
use an available recycling service.
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A Great Chinese Talent
Can Xue's First Novel
When one talks about dreams, all
dreams are not necessarily happy
ones. This is particularly true is the
dream weaver is a writer. Writers
frequently tell of exceptionally ill-

natured and extraordinary dreams.
Huang ni jie (Kawade Shobo
Shinsha Publishers, ¥2,600) ,by Can
Xue, is genuinely a first class
nightmare. The town of Huang ni jie
lies under an immense layer of filth
and poison under a sun which shines
too brightly, endlessly. The people
of the town spend the days aimlessly,
wracked by illness, as if they, too,
are part of the slowly crumbling
town. This work does not have even
the slightest catharsis usually found
in the "pure literature" of China. Itis
indeed a dream which does not fade
away.
Although it may be an exaggeration
to say that this magical work
compares to works by Kafka and
Borges, this novel is unlike those of
her contemporaries. Problems such
as death or language are presented as
problems of the community and
society at large, rather than as private
cares as they are often protrayed by
modern Japanese writers.
A new puzzle is formed with each
new work; one descends a new to the
bottom of darkness. An extra-
ordinary first novel.

(Kenichi Sato)
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Actress Bai Yang, Bright
Star of the Chinese

Movie Industry

Actress Bai Yang, the Greta Garbo of
China, continues to shine since her
debut in 1937 in "Crossroads"
directed by Shen Xi Ling. She was
only sixteen years old when she
appeared in this film, and has
remained a top star since. Bai Yang
is now 72 years old.
Her works indeed tell the history of
China itself and are still shown there.
Three of her representative works
will be shown in Japan for the first
time. Don't miss this opportunity.

« River of Spring Flowing East
Directed by Cai Chu Sheng
Wednesday, February 3 ,to Friday,
February 12

A woman separated from her husband
during Japan's invasion waits in
hardship for his return. However,
meeting him again by accident, she
finds he has completely changed.
Made when Bai Yans was 27 years
old.

* Crossroads

Directed by Shen Xi Ling

Saturday, February 13, to Friday,
February 19

Bai Yang's debut when she was 16
years old. A humorous film which
comically but sorrowfully depicts
love among youth in Shanghai, full of
many unemployed people due to
business recession during the
Japanese invasion of China.

* Blessing

Directed by Sang Gu

Saturday, February 20, to Friday,
February 26

Based on an original work by Lu-xun,
this movie depicts half a lifetime of
one unlucky woman living in the last
part of the Ch'ing dynasty. Bai Yang
starred when she was 36 years old.
The movie received sreat inter-
national acclaim.

For further information, contact:
Euro Space
2nd Floor, Higashi Takefuji Bldg.
24-4, Sakuragaoka, Shibuya-ku,
Tokyo
Telephone: 03-34610211
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In response to readers' strong requests, this
month we are introducing some shops
specializing in videos from Korea, China

and Southeast Asia.
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Korean Video Shops

Korean novels and comic books
are also available.

Parcel delivery service,
remittances to Korea and moving
services also handled.

Video tapes and Kimchi delivered to
the home. Airline tickets handled.
Remittances to Korea also possible.

Video tapes delivered to the
home. More than 5,000 titles
available in the shop.

Orders by telephone only

Kimchi, CD, tapes also sold in
shop. They delivered to the home.

Video tapes delivered to the
home.

Chinese Video Shops

Video programs from broadcast
TV stations in Hons Kong are
available. Tapes are in
Cantonese, Mandarin and Thai.

Video lapes delivered to the
home. Thai. Taiwanese and
Chinese foodstuffs also handled.

Chinese and Thai video tapes
available. Chinese books for
rent. Taiwanese and Thai
foodstuffs also handled.

Taiwanese entertainment and
movie magazines available. CD's
for rent. Foodstuffs also available.

Video tapes delivered on request.
Open 7 days per week.

Other Countries

Thai and Filipino videos of
mainly love stories, action and
comedies available. Pakistani
foodstuffs also sold. Large store.
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Are you looking for new friends? Do you want to learn a foreign language? Looking for ajob? Do you want to study something? Would you like to join a group activity? This is your chance to ask for or respond to anything.
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. A heat-insulating jar of unique
design, wine red, available to
anyone interested in picking it up.

(Yuka Nakai
Meguro-ku free-lance worker
Contact We're editorial department)
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4. I'm

1. | am a Meiji University student

and am looking for someone who
is willing to teach me Japanese. |
would like to teach Chinese and
English in return. Last year |
passed the Quasi 1st Class
English proficiency examination.
Let's study together. | am looking
forward to hearins from readers.
(Zheng Wei-de
Tel.: 03-3322-8975
Setagaya-ku, Tokyo / student)

2. | am a Japanese senior high

school student seriously studying
English. | would like to have
some natural conversation with a
native speaker my age as a friend.
| can teach Japanese in return.
Please contact me if you are
interested.
(Kumiko Yasuda
5-23-14, Kamiuma, Setagaya-ku,
Tokyo 154/ student)

3. | can teach Cantonese to groups

or individuals. | majored in
Chinese and have tausht Chinese
for more than five years. | have
various qualifications and
certificates. We can decide on the
hours and charges after discussing
them.
(Chan Tin Fu porn in Hong Kona
Tel.: 0422-20-0934,
Musashino-shi / student)

in love with my Apple
Computer. Let's work on DTP
and data base together - potential
business opportunities??!! Call
and leave message.

(Lee Eiko
Tel.: 03-3371L}12
company employee)
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| am very interested in Korean
culture, people, and life styles. |
would also like to work in a
Korean company doing
advertising planning and design
work. | would like very much to
hear from those who know the
employment  situation  for
Japanese and who could offer me
some advice.
(Hiroshi Watanabe
3070-39. Yamicho. Yonago-shi

Tottori-ken 683/company employee)
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2.

. | am studying Korean.

I am interested in various

countries and wish to become
friends with many people.

(Miyuki Hoashi

3-4-17, Maizuru-machi, Oita-ken 870

company employee)

| am an American male 30 years
old, with various interests such as
movies, music, sports, books, and
travel. | would like to become
friends with a woman and, if
possible, develop an earnest
association. As a first step, please
write to me.
(Jim Clark
501 ,Yajima Bldg. ,350, Omaru,
Midori-ku, Yokohama-shi 226
AUL English instructor)

. | would like to become friends

with females from Korea, Hong

Kong, and Southeast Asian
countries. Please contact me.

(Yumiko Miura

Tel: 0422-55-6329, Musashino-shi

housewife)

. | am a Singaporean female. |

wish to become friends with

Chinese females or females of

Chinese ancestry living in

Yokohama. Please write me in
Chinese.

(Li Mei-zhen

3-5-3, Ueno-dori. Nada-ku

Kobe 657 / housewife)

. | wish to 20 to the country to try

natural agricultural methods. |
would like to hear from those who
are interested in agriculture or
those who can odive me some
advice.
(Koji Kanou
Tel.: 044-986-2650, Kawasaki-shi
company employee)

| wish to
become friends with those who
understand Korean. | understand
English, Spanish, and French.
(Toshiharu Ishikawa
2545-289, Shimoshizu-shinden
Yotsukaido-shi, Chiba-ken
company employee)
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This month features a contribution by a Japanese man, Tatsuo Miyazawa, who speaks five languages and has considerable experience associating with foreign students.
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When "International
Consciousness” Is Lost,
Language Barriers will Vanish

Since the creation of the world, the
human body structure must have not
undergone any major changes. A
friend of mine, an Indonesian student
studying in Japan, said to a Japanese
sili one day after having been in
Japan about a year: "You have many
The conver-
After

a while, I realized it was "nikibi"

'chikubi' (nipples)."

sation came to an abrupt halt.

(pimples) that he had meant and not
"chikubi." I had difficulty in
explaining to my friend that
"chikubi" and "nikibi" were very
similar in Romanized notation [ ]JIK
[ IBI and that they could be easily
misunderstood. Tms was one of the
most serious yet hilarious errors in
conversation I have experienced in
my 27 years.

Perhaps these errors are hardly made
by foreigners from countries that use
kanji. In any event, the Japanese of
foreigners who have spent about one
year learning the language is liable to
cause some unfortunate experiences
as shown above. This is because
since Japanese is already spoken
fairly proficiently, critical errors that
are sometimes hidden in spoken
Japanese are hard to find or are not
found, and in many cases Japanese
sentences as a whole are accepted as

they are.

Language Barriers Create
Fresh Interchange

A large number of people from
different countries live in Japan, and
Japanese is beginnins to be spoken
by many with diverse cultural
backgrounds. Languages depend a
great deal on culture and as a result
Japanese with tones unique to these
people is created

being along

standard Japanese. As a very small
amount of poison can become a

medicine, the language barrier can be

at times a footstool for new
interchanges.
Those who have experienced

learning a foreign language

invariably feel that a language
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barrier 1S not easy to overcome. Two
years after the experience mentioned
at the beginning of this piece, that
same sentleman now speaks
Japanese fluently. He recalled to me
the time shortly after he arrived in
Japan. "In the beginning, | had a lot
of difficulties as | could not speak
Japanese at all. | tried hard, but no
one can become fluent right from the
beginning. | could only speak very
slowly.  When | tried to ask
somebody a question, they would
reply, 'What do you want to say?
Speak more quickly." The more |
hurried, the less | could speak."

Composure in Observing
Errors and Cheerfulness
in Laughing Them Off

Foreigners in Japan at the point of
being able to convey their intentions
in Japanese must feel frustrated when
Japanese respond bluntly if the
spoken Japanese is poor, or when the
listener runs away sayina; "I do not
understand English." As Japanese,
we must be encouraged to have the
composure to at least warmly watch
over those who are trying to
overcome the language barrier at this
time when more people are learning
Japanese.

On the other hand, when one begins
to be able to speak Japanese fairly
well, one starts to feel that the
chances to correct one's funny
Japanese seem extremely few even
though one knows one's own
Japanese is still strange. Japanese
feel bad about pointing out errors and
halting the flow of conversation
while a foreigner is trying hard to
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speak the language. Yet, on the
contrary, for language students,
pointing our errors in spoken
Japanese is much more beneficial.
We often hear that we should never
laugh when people studying a foreign
language make a mistake in
speaking. This is because the will of
the person to speak the language may
shrink in fearful anticipation of
making a mistake once again and
becoming a laughingstock. How-
ever, depending on the time and
occasion and, above all, the very
person who makes the error, I laugh
away loudly when students of
Japanese make funny mistakes. It is
not very easy to laugh, though.

Atter All, Language Is Only
One Means of Heart-to-
Heart Exchange

[ listen to their troubles through the
language and at times the language
itself becomes a trigger of laughter to
share a pleasant moment. It goes
without saying that languages play
many roles in communication.
Languages, however, are only one
means of heart-to-heart interchange.
The language barrier will remain
outside of consciousness unless
heart-to-heart communications are
insufficient. Problems in inter-
national exchanges are discussed and
studied from all aspects, in addition
to merely language. [ am often
compelled to think that the ideal way
to have "international interchanges”
is for them to become part of daily
life and for each individual to
associate with people heart to heart
without identifying such exchanges
as "international.”
I had a chance to drink with a foreign
student until midnight and entered a
Chinese restaurant located a little
way from the main street.
"Excuse me, give me hebi (snake)
Chinese noodles, please,” ordered the
foreign student in a loud voice. "Say,
young man, we are not serving
snakes. It must be ebi (shrimp) that
you wish to have." The restaurant's
owner had answered curtly, but the
bowl of Chinese noodles he handed
to the foreign customer had a
generous helping of shrimp.

(Tatsuo Miyazawa)
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Uo-za (Pisces)
born between February 19
and March 20

Highly adaptable and

sociable

This person tends to be kind to
other people even at sacrifice to
him or herself. Good-natured
persons, Uo-za cannot say no if
they are asked to do something by
other people. This is why they are
frequently hurt or disappointed. On
the other hand, they are sometimes
blind to love and immerse
themselves in their own world.
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We're has now entered the New Year and is making efforts to enrich content.
Those who would like to send in their work, write letters to the editor and/or
submit magazine plans are most welcome. We are also looking for people
who can help us with translation. Please contact the We're editorial
department.

Finally, our largest source of headaches in continuing to publish We're is,
financing. Will anyone who is talented in marketing and sales and/or wishes
to place ads in We're please contact us?
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