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0045

We'll explain
your charge,
free of charge.

we’ll call you back and tell you the exact cost.

Have you ever thought how convenient it would be to know the cost of your international call immediately? If you have to call
overseas from a friend’s house, or if you're sharing a phone, you'll love 0045, the new Telecharge Answering Service from ITJ.

» The economical charge system is the same as for 0041.

« After your call, hang up and wait. ITJ will call back with a Telecharge Message giving the duration and charge.

+The 0045 service is available from July 1. ITJ also has a new discount service for even greater savings on overseas calls.
« For more information, call toll-free 0120-44-0041 (24-hour service).

The example shown is for N.Y.C.

ITJ occeas number USA counJrycode NYC area code
When your call is ove

2 1 2 Local number hang up and wait. harge Message

Have your next call on us — Win a free telephone card.

Be among lhe 1.000 lucky winners of our lottery and receive a free telephone card. Simply wrile 0045, lho prefix of our new
Telecharge Answering Service, on a postcard along with your name, address, occupation, nationality and phone number. Clip
the entry coupon at the bottom left of this advertisement, stick it to the postcard and mail the card to:Third Marketing Dept.,
Iatetnatienal Felecom Japan-tncs; Tsukiji Yasuda 2nd Bldg., 5-9, Tsukiji- - - *'i4-chome,Chuo-ku,Tokyo104

« Offer valid from July 1 to August 31 (entries postmarked up to Aug. 31 accepted).

»Tetephoned s will be maile ddirectly.to.winners.
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Ms. Heo Kyung Sun

Korean; Born in 1972; studies
Japanese literature in Kyung Hee
University. She came to Japan to
study Japanese, four months ago.
enjoys photography and would like
to be a TV news announcer in the
future. Ms. Heo also participated in
this month’s We’re Report.
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Bang Hyun Sun, born 1972, Korea.

Japanese language school student.
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Matsuo Shuichi, bom 1971, Japanese.

University Student.
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What did you learn in scnool
or at home about the war?

Matsuo We studied about history in

Kong :

Dong :

Bang :

ltoh:

school, going through each of
the major periods ana learning
how they flowed inio the
present. But we didn’t particu—
larly study about the war in de—
tail. My parents were children

during the war, so most of the

stories they told me were about

how they took refuge in the
bomb shelters in the moun—
tains behind our house during

the bombings.

Idon't really remember what |

studied in school, but | remem—
ber my parents always telling

me about how the Japanese oc—
cupation had the biggest influ—
ence on Taiwan. My auni and

uncle came from the mainland

to escape the war. They lost
everything in the war.

In Chinese middle schools,
most of the class time is de—
voted to the study of Chinese

In high

school, we study about Chi—

historical figures.

nese relations with other coun—
tries in more detail. | learned a
lot about Japan from my par—
ents.

In Korea, on the anniversary of
ihe March 1st Independence
movement, or on August 15th
(Korean Independance day),
ihe old people tell us “This day
is special because..**, or “in the
old days, it was like this...". So
even though we are young, we
still know a lot about the war.

| was born in the States and
lived there through primary
school. | couldn't speak Japa—
nese, and | really didn’t think
of myself as Japanese. We
studied American history. The
Civil War and WW Il were
most of what | learned. There
were some people who even
displayed the flag in front of
their houses on V-J day. What
really left a deep impression
on me was how the old Korean
lady who lived next door could
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Bang :

Bang :

speak Japanese. | learned
aboul what Japan did to other
countries in Asia during the
war only after returning to Ja—
pan and stucling history. As a
Japanese, ii really made me
think.

In Korean history texts, there
is a'lot written about China and
Japan, bul | learned in school
that there is very little aboul
Korea in Japanese texts. The
relationship between China,
Japan, and Korea is really im—
portant. | think it s a shame.

Huang :What | learned aboul in school

that made the slrongesl im—
pression on me was the
Nanking massacre. In laiwan
also, many people were killed.
My teacher told me thal there
isn't much about that in Japa—
nese textbooks. | ihink that's

very strange.

Matsuo: Mosi Japanese studenis know

aboul certain events and when
they happened, as this material
penains to entrance examina-
tions. but most of the stories |
heard about the war from my
parenis or grandparents were
aboul how they were running
around trying to escape ihe
American
didn't say anything aboul Japa—
nese going to other couniries

bombing. They

in Asia killing people, or how
Japan oppressed Korea. They
jusi talked aboul Japan's sul-
feriny. It is true that they didn't
discuss equally the pain re—
ceived and suffering caused.

Do Koreans still

dislike Japanese?

Matsuo When you're small, do they in—

still a disliking of Japan in you
by teaching you aboui Japan
and Korea in an emotionally
charged way?

In school they really don't
openly attack Japan that much,
bul my grandparents would
tell me about how their broth—
ers and sisters were killed by
ihe Japanese. My mother tokl
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Heo :

Bang :

Kong :

Matsuo

Bang :

Kong :

Bang :

Matsuo

Kong :

me about how Koreans were
forced to change their names.
After liearing these stories. |
though| the Japanese were bad.
and disliked them.

When | was in middle school,
my friend was scolded by our
leacher for using a Japanese
ballpoint pen. He said we

shouldn't use anything made

Yeah, but it was okay to use
someiline made in ihe States.
As in Korea, my grandfather
used to speak Japanese, too.
My mother used to have a
Japanese name as a child. A(
our school fesiival. an old lady
that was acomfort woman dur—
ing the war gave a speech. li
made me really sad.

it's true that Japan did many
bad ihings during the war. |
guess llie resentmom is only
natural. How do you feel now
after coming to Japan?

When | was young. | disliked
Japan, tnit.afler growing up |
realized lhal if Korea had been
in the same position as Japan,
we might have done the same
thing. Korea is developed now
and getting stronger like Ja—
pan. | think we need to cooper—
ate with each other. Aftercom—
ing to Japan. | realized lhat
Japanese aren't really bad.
Japan had the quickest eco—
nomic development in the
world: that's why | wanted to
come here and study econom—
ics. Rather than getting in—
volved in emotional issues, my
main purpose was to study.
But my friend's brother still
gets angry and tells us to shut
up when we sing Japanese
sOfigs.

Koreans talk about how much
they hate Japan, but | think
most of them really admire Ja—
pan. They copy Japanese fash—
jons and get their ears pierced.
it's probably the same as the
Japanese copying America.
Are more Koreans marrying
Japanese?
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Heo :

Huang :

I'm not sure, bul before com-
ina to Japan. | thought | would
never / a Japanese. But
now | see there are some nice
people (laughing). VVliai about
Taiwan?

If you don't speak the same
language, | think it’sreally dif—
ficult to understand each other.

I’d rather marry a Taiwanese.

Do you really know about
that country and the people

ltoh:

Dong :

Bang :

who live there?

Japanese don’t know very much
about Korea. When | was
homestaying in Kumamoto,
they asked me if we had TVs in
Korea. | goi really angry and
shot back that Korea is adevel—
oped country. Thai's why this
time | brought along a Korean
dress in order to leach people
about. Korea.

| had the same experience in
America. 1didn't know anv-
thing about Japan, so my
American friends would tell
me about Japan. They would
say how all Japanese wore ki—
monos and ate live fish whole
(laughs). How there wasn't
eleciricitv or running water,
and how everyone read by
candlelight. They even said
lhere weren't any Walkmans.
My parenis said none of ii was
true, but my friends kept say—
ing it so | believed them.

The number of Chinese com—
ing to Japan is increasing. The
Chinese lhat come to Japan are
different from the ones that go
to Americaor Europe. It's true
lhat many people come here in
order to make money. | wish
more people would come here
to sludy.

Righi. | was surprised to learn
that Japanese think all the Ko—
reans here in Japan came just
to make money. When | tell
them | came to study, they
don’t believe me.
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Are there foreigners in
your country?

Heo :

Kong :

Bang :

ltoh:

Bang :

Itoh:

Bang :

Matsuo

In Korea, there are many
Americans, then Japanese and
Chinese. But there aren’t many
people frolii all over the world
like here in Japan. That's why
| don’t understand how the
Japanese feel. Brothers living
in the same house fight from
lime to time: disputes are only
naiural.

In Taiwan, there are a loi of
Americans. Thais, Indone—
sians, and Malays. Malays
come lo work. They are
cheaper to employ lhan Tai—
wanese. Many of ihem don'l
have visas.

Yeah, it's like that in Korea.
Koreans don't want to do diffi—
cultjobs. so we rely on South—
east Asians. But as their num—
bers increased, there were
some problems. | think the
government should start mak—
ing some laws to protect us
Koreans.

You hire these people to do the
jobs you don't want, and then
get rid of them when business
slows down. | think it's terrible
lo treat them that way.

It's bad. but it can’t be helped.
We have to protect ourselves.
Look at Japan: 1tried to get a
joh to pay lor school and they
(old me “no l'oreigners**.
That's why if you have a bad
experience in Japan you
shouldn’t make Foreigners go
through the same thing in your
country.

The Japanese government is
refusing foreign workers in or—
der to protect Japanese. It can't
he helped.

As the recession sets in. places
that hired large numbers of
foreign workers will dismiss
(hem and give priority to Japa—
nese. And unless you possess a
high level of skill or foreign
language ability, getting a job
will be impossible. To put ii
bluntly, if you come to Japan
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with a one-wav ticket hoping
lo work, you're taking a big
chance. It'sawin or lose siiu-

Do you think there will be
a major war in Asia?

Heo :

Matsuo

Bang :

Huang :

Dong:

MatsLio:

Huang :

If WW I occurs, | think Japan
will be the one to start it. War
cannot happen vvithoui eco—
nomic strength. In the past,
when Japan was sirong. il in—
vaded China, right? And now
with the PKO. it's gening
ready to move into other Asian
countries.

Although it may sound like a
pretense, the PKO iroops are
under UN command on peace
keeping operations. However,
il is possible some crazy politi—
cian could use the PKO to slart
up awar with some country.
Other countries in Asia are
worried. (Everyone nods)

Are the Japanese armed forces
strong? Japanese young people
look so weak ihey can't possi—
bly be that strong.

Japanese young people might
be like young Chinese. They
aren't interested in war thal
much. All they care about are
economics and stocks. In
China now. there’s an eco—
nomic war going on. When
China becomes strong like Ja—
pan, America, and Korea, it s
going to be great!

With over one billion people
earning money, China will
delinately he a power to
reckon with. The shells might
not be flying, but in away | do
believe there is an economic
war going on. Exchanging
money for oil and natural re—
sources, trying to make a profit
off of foreign countries. | think
this struggle has been going on
What do you
think about the relationship be—
tween China and Taiwan?

for some time.

I don't think there will be a war
between China and Taiwan be—
cause there's so many ex-
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Dong :

Huang :
ltoh:

Kong:

Kong :
Dong :
Matsuo

Bang :

changes going on at the civil-

But if the ruling NP party loses
lo ihe opposition DPP. and
they call for full independance,
you never know. A war could
break out.

Really?!

| was really surprised when 1
visited Taiwan several years
ago and the tour guide told me
the highways can he used as
runways in the event of hostili—
ties.

The amount of time we are re—
quired (o serve in the armed
forces has been shortened. li is
now from one year lo two
years. That's why 1don’t think
a war is likely to happen. By
the way, whai ahoin Korea?

In Korea, we have to serve
three years.

Thai's a long time!

In China, we serve two years.
In Japan, we don't have to
serve in the niililary. By the
way. do Koreans really have a
strong desire for reunification?
There are many old people
with relatives in the North who
would really like to see it, and
the studenis who demonstrate
call for it. But | wonder. The
general population, myself in—
cluded. probably doesn't think
ifs a good idea. Various ex—
changes are taking place, but
nothing really stihstantial. The

the peace. Korea is still devel—
oping and is in no position to

Protecting my country
or Protecting Asia?

Heo :

If a war broke out. I'd return

home right away and take part

in antiwar demonstrations, in

order to protect my country.

Living here in a foreign coun—
try. my patriotism has in—
creased. If awarbroke out be—
tween Korea and China, who

would Taiwan support?
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Huang : |1 wonder. We would probably
support China.

Matsuo Rather tlian ihinking of niysclt'
as a Japanese. I'tl rather ihink
of myself is an Asian. Ms.
Itoll, which tin you love? Japan
or America?

Itoh: Since I'm living in Japan as a

Japanese. | guess...

Kong : That means you are ail Asian.

| can'i undersland Westerners,
bui | woukl like to become
Irionds willi Japanese. Atier
all. we're Asians.

Bang : Il. Asians work together, we

can surpass the West. Asians
are really smari.

ltoh: But then it would be Asia
against die Wcsi ihe same way
it is Koreans againsi Japanese.

Matsuo i see. What we're doing is ihe
same thing. II’ an enemy ap—
pears. we always join with
someone else. li's wrong to
make a big tiling out of being
Asian. | guess people will al—
ways have someone to think of
as an enemy.

Everyone Right, but wliai kind of people

should we become then...
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Cosmos Festival
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*Takigawa City Information Office
« 0125-23-1234

BER-OVWEET7IXFTANIL
BXAEE—HEMWBEH
Jeper's Biggest Taro patato Balling Festivel
XX XXX XXX XXX X
LT I &P B EE
*Yamagata Chamber of Commerce
TT0236-22-4666
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BEITENZN2EREX~E
All-Japan Fireworks Big Event

AFPRINAF St .
T=* SfeOLtsl
AR T A IRRR
*Sukagawa City Information office
0248-75-1111

B iR XARY

B i #8 30 N

Mawaki Jomon Fire Festival
otet7l 22 E 35l oka& g
BEEEMISD & &IEMR
*Noto City Information

tr 0768-62-2100

SBEIS 1 RS N3 T EB R
FWNEER DREER R
The Seventh Shodoshima Clive
Triathalon Intemational Festival Event

7 APTANSEEEOboky SREE|
N6 ALTNATATAER R
*Shodoshima Triathalon Informetion
® 0879-62-1111
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& B

Bakan Festival
bb gk ofas 2|

o5 B RYHEHHS

*Shimonoseki City Information
® 0832-22-3333

IMFATEEDY

T T & SE BN

Emukae City's 1000 Lantem Festival
ofR7toll MEF 2 Orarg
<51 I8 ET4R35

BEmukae City Information
0956-66-2111
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eventinformation

[Takigawa city, Hokkaido]
Aug 29

Several kinds of cosmos are
blooming on an approximately
3 hectar site. There are many
kinds of attractions like Taiko
demonstrations.

[Yamagata city, Yamagata]
Sept 5

In agiant pot6 meters wide, they
boil enough taro potato for
30,000 people to eat. They are
planning several kinds o f events.

[Sukagawa City, Fukushima]

Aug 21
10,000 fireworks light up the
night sky. This is a big and fa—
mous event where fireworks
specialists from all over Japan
come lor acompetition.

[Noto, Ishikawa]
Aug 21-22

Clay making in Mawaki. The clay
is heated for 20 hours in a natural
oven. You can try baking, or just
see ihe finished products. Prod—
ucts will also be sold.

[Shodoshima, Kanagawa]
Sept 11-12

Many people from Japan parlcipate.
In addition, many first class athletes
are invited from overseas. The race
consists of swimming  Fokm, bik—
ing 40km. and running 10km.

[Shimonoseki City, Yamaguchi]
Aug 21-22

This fesiival will present a parade which
shons K Jif Teremdoihing and dance styles
of the Haian period. Until kite in the nighl.
ihe sounds of the Taiko drumcan be heard
In adlition. along the road arc mery sen>
whery »srecan buy food or sl gilK

[Emukae City, Nagasaki]
AL 23-24
The height of the lanterns range
up to 22 meters, which make
these the tallest lanterns in Ja—
pan. Other entertainment events
and fireworks will be held.
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We're Recommendations:

Kumano International Art Festival
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rhe hrst-ever exposition in
Wakayama prefecture. “World Reson
Bxpo™. opened in July. There are ninny
events held throughout the prefecture.

This is an introduction for the Kumano

International Ari Festival, *Kumano
Spark”, which is held in the main con—
vention center of Nachikulsuda City.
There are many eveius being held in the
city, which is rich in naiure and has a
long ailuiral hisiory. One event thal is
gathering attention is “The Creation of
New Japanese Culture'.

Worth seeing: Byakko-sha

Hie dance company Byakko-sha is
representing prcseni-day stage art.
Since estahlishing ihe dance company,
lhey have been showing original Japa-
nese-style dance with an Asian feel. Not
only do they lour in Japan, bui also Eu—
rope. Australia, and many places in
Asia. Everywhere they go. people are
moved by their performance. This time
at Kumano Spark. Mr. Isamu Ohsuka.
chairmen of the evem. will take charge
as ihe art director and coordinate
Byakko-sha's dance, ihe stage tor Afri—
can pecussion. an the exhibition of
works by Yokoo Tadanori. a famous
painter.

[PLACE]
Nachikatsuura-cho Hlgashimui-gun Wakayama
Bentenjima Marino outdoor theater

[LISTOF EVENTS]
M Aug 26 (thursday)
Dcu Dou N'diaye Rose Percussion Orchesira
(from Africa)
Guesi/Shakiy (Indian styie dance)
Kuniko Kawakami Modem Dance Sludio
M Aug 28 (Saturday)
Byakko-sha (danco)
Guest/Shizuru Otaka (Voice)
Nikolas Dixon (English dancer)
M Aug 12 (Thursday)-29 (Sunday)
Yokoo Tactanon style Hirou Mandara exhibition
(Nac"i-san Horaikaku)

[HOW TO ENTER]
You need an advanced ticket to enter so senc a
post card or fax mail which contains your name.
address and how many people will attend. (If there
are many postcards, a lottery will be hekl.)

[INFORMATION AND PLACE TO APPLY]
Kumano International Art Festivalc/oWorld Resort
Expo Association Chuo post office Wakayama 640

w 0734-33-6389
Fax: 0734-33-6389

* If you need information about transportation
to Nachikatsuura. call lo the Nachikalsuura
tourist bureau.

tr 07355-2-5311
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If you happen to be going to

recommend some good spots.
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KUMANO SPARK
in Nachikatsuura Machi in Wakayama Prefecture,
why don't you so some sightseeing in the area? We

=W EHARE

MRLBE

[Nachikatsuura Town, Taiji Town Area)

*Katsuura Onsen

This hot spring sits next lo the coast and has 20
inns for a one day stay including 2 meals. Il
costs 6,000 yen. Because the hot springs are
facing ihe sea. you can enjoy bathing while
looking at beautiful scener> such as Ki.no.
Matsu Island. Please enjoy baihing in the hot
spring. There arc many kinds of delicious fish
to eat such as luna and bonito. Fordetails, call
the Kaisuiira Hoi Spring Associaiion.
t?07355-2-0048

*Greenpia Nanki

This is aresortzone for those who wish to en—
joy sport*, in nature. There are sc¥cral t'acililies
such as tennis courts, mini-golf, outside pool,
archery and camping sites. After playing
sports, you can relax at the hot spring center
where you can take a bubble baih. a sauna and
soon.« 07355-2-3500

*Taiji Kujirahama Koen
There is a museum which collects materials of
whales and there is also an oceanic aquarium
which is considered lo be one of ihe biggest in
the world. You can take a diving vehicle to see
the oceanic life. Entrance fee for one adult is
1.030 yen. tr07355-"-24(M)J

*Nachi no Taki
Nachi has 48 waterfalls in which the lowest fall
is called **Ichi no-Taki** The lowest waterfall
is very powerful. The height is 133 meiers
which makes il the lallesi in Japan. Il has been
the objccl of spiriuial thinking for a lo11s time.

[Honguu Town, Shinguu Town Area]

*Kumano Honguu Taisha
There are three famous shrines called
"Kumuno San/an* which include “Kumano
Flongiui Taisha”. "Kumano Nachi Taisha” and
"Kumano Mayaluma Taisha." Kumano
Monjiuu Tai.ha icmple is located between uvo
mounciins nearby other icmples. People have
believeil for a long time lhat the Honguu
TiiKha shrine God protects them from ihe sea.

*Ukishima-no-Mori
In (he city ofShinguu. There is a floating is—
land in the middle o f the pond. The island size
is 4,961m.and is supported bv methane gas. so
i you step on (he island, it will shako. When
there is a big rain and the water level rises, it is
said iluu ihe island also rises. There are many
lypcs of irees, such as ihe Japanese cedar, wild
peach, and red pine. Also, ihcre are rare lypes
of ferns and waier plants. You can see more
than 400 differenttypesofplanis.which ~why
this is considered a Japanese naiural treasure.

*Dc>rokyo
The gorge is located nearihe upper part o f the
Kumano River, which runs through three pre—
fectures: Wakayama. Nara.and Mie. There is a
sightseeing hocu dial runs through the gorge.
You can enjov lhe beauty of nature through
each season:wild cherries and rich green in the
summer, red leaves in the fall, and fog in the
winter.

*Honguu Onsenkyo
There are ihreo hoi springs. If you di* into the
saml near the riverside, you can have a hoi spring
baih as the water come from Kawavu hoi spring.
Waiase hot spring has camping places, (ennis
courts and bungalows. Yunomine hot spring is
known as the olilest hoi spring in Japan. They are
very attractive aiul have many facilities to stay
such as ryokan. llosie! and inns. Hongo Machi
Tourist Office tr ()7354-2-0735
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KUMANO TRAVEL MAP

[Kushimoto City Area]

*Hashikui lwa
Thea* arc many sirange rock formations which
make a line lor 700 meters from the beach On
ihe northeast edge of Kushimoto town lo
Oshima island. Sunrise and sunset are vcrv
beautiful.

*Shiomisaki Todai
This lighthouse lies at the sou(hem edge of
Honshu. For more lhan 100 years. lhe light—
house has proiecied ships. !ironi the top of iho
lighthouse, you can see farinto thedistance and
feel die shape of the horizon.

*Oshima
Ton minutes by ship from Kushimoio port lies
Oshima. In ihe =Brd year of ihe Moiji period a
monunieiu was erected to a Turkish baltleship
(hat disappeared. There is also a USA/Japan
friendship memorial to honor the American
inercham ships |lhat came lo Japan. On ihe
southern shore of the island, there is a nigged
coastline forged by strong winds, providing
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This Month's Mother Land Guide
Mr. FAHRIZAL HAZRA

He was bom in the Indonesian cily of Jakarta in
1963. He studied agricultural science ai Bogor
University and look a teachinj;position at ihe
same university after graduating. In Scpiembecr
1 1 .hearrived in Japan on a scholarship from a
Japanese company. Presently, he is studying agri—
culture at Tokyo Agricultural Univcrsiiv Gradu—
ate School.
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A city of
8 million: Jakarta

| was born in the capital of Indonesia.
Jakarta, on ihe island of Java. Jakarta
has a somewhai special presence in In—
donesia. The reason for this is that in this
still developing country. Jakarta is one
step ahead of the other areas in eco—
nomic and cultural development. The
number of students continuing their
education, for example, is higher in
Jakarta chan in other areas. Even pri—
mary school students work lo help with
their families’ incomes. Therefore, after
finishing the required middle school
education, most o fthem quit school and
go to work. The environment in which |
was raised was, by Indonesian stan—
dards, quite privileged.

Javanese and Sundanese are only two
of the 300 different peoples living in In—
donesia. Jakarta is made up of mostly
Javanese, but my family members are
Baiak, from the island of Sumatra. | am
the son of a civil servant, with my
mother being a housewife. | am the old—
est of 5 brothers. Although now the av—
erage family size is decreasing, five
children was typical for my generation.
Indonesian young people enjoy dating
very much, whether seeing movies or
just having dinner. Without doubt, the
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most popular dating spot is Duma Fan—
tasy. Buill in 1985. il is known as the
Disneyland of Jakarta.

In the pasi. il was considered only
naiural for men to marry atthe age o f23.
and women a( 20. Recently, however,
more women arc becoming enthusiastic
towards working, and are putting ofl’
marriage longer and longer. The same
trend is now taking place in Japan.

A difference between Indonesia and
Japan can he seen in how date expenses
are handled. Mosi Japanese couples go
Dutch but in Jakarta even now, ihe man
nuisi shoulder all of ihe expenses.

Nevertheless, Jakarta has changed at
rapid pace in the last ten years. li's now
a busting city with rows of high rise
buildings and proved roads. When | was
born Jakana ¥viis a much greener city. In
the past. It was possible to swim in the
Java cily bin in the 1980’s ihe sea be—
came polluted and swimming there be—
came a thing of the past. For someone
like me who loves to swim and enjoyed
swimming in ihe Java sea verv much
this was indeed a tragedy.

Becaks Fade Away
The Disappearing Padagangis

Another thing | find disappointing is
the disappearance ol. becaks from the
streets of Jukarta. Up until a few years
ago becaks were the most popular mode
i)f transportation for the average citizen.
Becaks were three wheeled rickshaws
that had two wheels in front and one in
back. Passengers would sit above (he
two wheels while the driver pedaled
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from behind. Becaks were a form of
transportation unique to Indonesia. Bui
alas, in the name modernization ihey
were banned by the government a few
years ago. Becaks were an Indonesian
cultural legacy that were also popular
with tourists. | hope they will reappear
on ihe streets of Jakarta. In the country—
side there are still a lew bajais around. If
you have a chance to visit Indonesia
please take aride in a becaks.

Another thing Jakarta is famous for
would have to be the traveling peddlers,
padagangi. although their numbers have
decreased sharply over the years and
their future is in question. There are still
a few walking the streets of Jakarta.
Padagangi carry iheir goods on a pole
that is balanced on iheir shoulders be—
hind iheir head. They sell just aboul ev—
erythin*! fmm fish to bread to roast
chicken. Some ofthem even sell shoes. |
enjoy buying ice-cream and bakso from
these peddlers. | especially recommend
bakso. Bakso is a noodle dish similar to
ramen that's served in a very small
howl. Although you can have it in res-
taurams. the padagangi's bakso is some—
thing special. It contains beefor fish and
has a clear light tasie. If you visit
Jakarta, give bakso airy while you have

Jakarta In Short

Jaiuna is the capital of ihe Republic of Indonesia,
which is situated just below the equator. Although
Jakarta is prospering a. ihe ccnler o! economic activ—
ity in (he country, il is d'gathering poim for people
looking for worku and the poor living MiimJauh of'
thfM : transplanted workers ¢s a serious problem Ihal
cannot be ignored. Indonesia enjo) s ciillcns summers
and a ycai-r*nind courisi sca”»n. hut js Indonesians
follow the Mamie and Hindi calendars, (he dales of
ihescholidays change each ycur. Check wilh the Imlo-
ncsian tourist bureau flrsi. Direct flight from Noriia
lake 7 houis and 15 minuiev The lourist office of ihe
Indonesian Govemmeni Tourisi Bureau can be
reached in Tokyo. « 03-3585-3588

IKEBUKURO

(IKEBUKURO WHITE HOUSE
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Indonesia Independence Day
August 17th.

Indonesia contains more than 10,000 j
islands more than any country in ihe
world. The main island Java is famous
for the remains of a prehistoric mart
found there. There are many facets of
Indoncsiifs history that remained
veiled in mysiery.

Foremost among the many magnili—
cent historical sites remaining, the
Borobudur temple built by the
Cailcndra dynasty attests to the high
level of civilization that existed here in
Ibrnicr times.

The beginning of the 17th century
signaled an end to the prosperity en—
joyed by the former dynasties. The
Dutch East India company, led by its
desire lor spices, forced its way into In—
donesia. Within a shortlime, the Dutch
began forcing Indonesian farmers lo
turn over iheir agricullural produce.
This was the beginning of the Dutch
colonization of Indonesia..

However, as early as the latter halfof
ihe 17ih century, an uprising led by
Hasanutklin, the sultan of Goa, took
place only to be defeated by the Dutch.
Allhough this revolt ended in failure, it
is important to note that in the long his—
tory of Dutch rule, even at this early
date there were Indonesians standing
up for their independence.

Indefatigable resistance

In I1S14 France, which had occupied
Holland, was defeated by the British.
Indonesia thereupon fell under British
rule. The British implemented partial
self-rule, and used relatively mild mea—
sures to govern. The British occupation
ushered in a period of relaxed control
for the Indonesian people.

Howeverin 1815, with the end ofthe
French occupation of Holland, Indonc-
sia was given back to the Duich. After
falling back into Dutch hands, the
former authoritative rule was rein—
stated. The Indonesian people were In-
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nous, and rose up repeatedly. The 90
years from 1816 to 1903 was a time of
never-ending conflict. Among ihe
many revolts ofthe war. the one started
by Prince Diponegoro of Matarani was
one of the more notable. When all of
those regional wars of independence
ended in failure. Indonesian national—
ists began thinking of a more organized
struggle against Dutch colonialism. In
the beginning of the 20th century, this
movement began with the founding of
“Boedi OctomcT, literally “noWe con-
ducr. Various democratic political or—
ganizations appeared, and grew in
power. Sukarno formed the People’s
National Party Indonesia in 1927, and
called on the people to openly resist
Dutch rule. Because of this he was ar—
rested. and ihe parly disbanded. Suc—
cessors to the struggle were soon to ap—
pear. Mohammad Hatta and the politi—
cal parly he founded. The Pcndidikan
National Indonesia, was one example.
Although underconstant Duich oppres—
sion, the Indonesian people constantly
resisted and never capitulaied in iheir
desire for freedom.

In 1942. Indonesia was occupied by
Japan. Before long, Japanese rule
weakened, and this period was consid—
ered by ihe Indonesians as a prepara—
tory stage for their national declaration
of Independence.

The struggle to protect
Independence

Two clays after the Japanese surren—
dered lo the Allied Authorilies. on Au—
gust 17. 1945. Indonesia declared its
independence. Sukarno, formerly of
ihe PNI. was sworn in as president with
Hatta, of the former PNI parly, as vice
president. But complete independence
was still far off. The British forces that
arrived to disarm the Japanese troops
remaining in Indonesia soon clashed
with Indonesian gucrirllas. This soon
erupted into an all-oul conflict. Faced
with a modern army, the Indonesian
guerrillas were quickly defeated. In an
effort to regain their control of Indone—
sia, the Dutch used the resulting confu—
sion to return their troops. The Indone—
sian guerrillas, however, continued
their persistent struggle for freedom,
and as international criticism mounted,
the Dutch were forced to withdraw in
November of 1949. On August 17th,
1950. the Republic of Indonesia was fi—
nally realized. Throughout their long
and arduous struggle for tme indepen—
dence, what helped the Indonesian
people to carry on after numerous de—
feats has to be iheir indomitable spirit
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BWINGRf-DIHNTS
Salad: bean sprui
each depends on )
Peanut sauce (fortwo): 4 large tablespoons <l crunchy peanut butter, sugar, 'Uilt. red peppers.
Use a suitable mnount o f each.
BHOW TOMAKHIT
veget!
2 Fry the fried tofu inoil.
3. Boil the egg.
4. Melt ihe peanut butler, and add the other in#tedienis for Ihe sauce. Thinning the “iucc with
coconuc milk k also delicious.
5. Place ihe vegciablcs, fried tofu, anti boiled eggs on a plate, and pour the peanut sauce over
them. Thais it; enjoy!

o MRE:
aH, WE, SO, BX. B ha W, BE (LB FEH
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1St E« DB ARIBE &KBCSHVIFWR.
ha BLURERR,
316 S)HEA K ft By,
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% spinach, pouuos, fried lofu. eggs. The jiijjuunt «i

D REEFIE
GADO GADO (Indonesia)

In this issue, the owner of the Indone—
sian restaurant 4ndonesiaraya,” will
teach us how to make a popular salad
called Gado-Gado. Although authentic
Gado.Gado requires a lot of vegeiablcs
and spices not available in Japan, we
will show you how to make il wilh other
ingredients. The peanut sauce makes or
breaks this dish.
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Bl “Myeotsarini 2 ¢ <JL % ?) if
MO BEXAMa SHETRLAM
17, WO0l“Olhea Myeochiseyo?”
($%F 1% ?) R “Naiga focldeokf
dweshimnigga ? "(f % IL#T ?)
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T R R B E T Bl “Olhea
Myeotchishimnigga ? " # @ 0

How Old are you?

When asking someone's age in Ko—
rean. the proper expression changes
depending on the age of the person be—
ing addressed. Care must be given not
lo use ihe wrong expression. If you use
an inappropriaie phrase you could of-
Icikl someone or be laughed at by thal

person.

When dealins with persons younger
than you small children to high school
students for example the expression
"Myeotsarini" (How old are you?) is
generally used. If the person is of
roughly the same age either ihe phrase
"Olhea
eoddeoke dweshimnigga

IVIveocliiseyo" or "Naiga

is consid—
ered propef. But if the person you are
asking is ail uduli. regardless of whether
they are a subordinate or not. the expres—
sion "Olhea Myeochishimnigga" which

conveys respect, should be used.

XX XXX ?

lllustrated by Uemura Noriko

MXXMXX KKK XXX X
XX, XXX KKXX KXXX,
MXMXKN KX K KMXXK X
KX MK KKK X XKXX X

MMXXX X MXX XXX KX X
MXXK XXM XX KXXN X

MXMX XX.

XX MXK XXXX, KX XX

MXXK XXXXXMMNXX XX
XX K XXX XX KXX.
XM XMX KX XXX XXX
MXKKN KX XXXN?) KX
XXX XXX XXMX?IXKX X
XK. XXX XXX XKXX XX
KX KMXK KX XXX XXX
MK KMXXK KMXKK KX XX
XXX MK XXX XX
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On the olher hand, when dealing
with superiors the words <syeonse” or
*Vhunclur is used. Yeonse is an honor-
ific term for age. If the person you are
asking is 40 or above, the expression
«syeonse ga eoddeoke dweshimnigga
is generally used. The term chunchu
which conveys even more respect than
yeonse is used when asking the elderly
their age. The following is an ex—
eoddeoke

ample. <<Cluinclui ga

dweshimnigga ¥
myeochishimnigga)

Besides the expressions already cov—
ered, when asking women their age one
must take a great deal of prudence.
«*Shillyehamniclaman olhea
myeochishimnigga” (Excuse me, but
may | ask your age?) would probably
be a safe way 10 ask.

Okay, let’s put together the expres—
sions used to address people learned in
last month's issue with the expressions
for asking one's age. Below we have
given several example sentences.

* Neo neun myeotsarini?

(How old are you?)

+ Jane neun olhea nai ga eoddeoke
dwenounga? (How old are you?)
Shillyehamnidaman agasshi neun
olhea myeochiseyo?

(Excuse me, bul how old are you,
young lady?)

Kim..sshi neun nai ga eoddeoke
dweshimnigga?

(Mr. Kim. how old are you?)
Ajumeoni neun yeonse ga eoddeoke
dweshimnigga?

(How old are you. Ma'am?)
Harabeoji neun chunchu ga
eoddeoke dweshimnigga?
(“Harabeoji” means an old mam

Quiz aboul We're s age!!
How old is We're as of June 1st 19937
(The answeris lyear old.)

"Older broilicr please forsi¥e me" "Shui
up!" "My grundlatlier pardon me" "Winn did
you say"?!7 "My dear ancestor please forgive

This is one scene from u Chinese movie.
Chinese lend (o act haughtily when they speak
lo someone younger than they are. In ihe pre—
vious dialogue ihe person wouldn't accept the
apology. When addressed, the elder brother
changed his mind when he was addressed as
dear ancestor. This is duo lo ihe fact lhal in
China ihe olderyou are lhe higheryour “bcir"
or gencralion becomes and therefore lhe
amouni of respcci you receive is increased.
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How old are you?

This is a phrase that expresses a suit—
able amount of respect and therefore is
used to ask another's age. In China,
when traveling by train for example,
small lalk usually begins by asking
another’s age. If it's iheir age you want
lo know feel free to ask. However in
Chinese the word “.nian ji" is used ex—
clusively lor the elderly, so therefore il
word be very rude to ask someone who
is not even 40. "Ni duo da nian ji".

<BHow big are you this year" is ideal for
asking children their age. But il is also
used when asking someone 70 or
older. li seems lhal the older people
get the more they are treated like chil—
dren. Il. you are going to use this
phrase to ask an elderly person their
age make sure you are on fairly close
terms. For person who are clearly 20
years or older do not use this lype of
phrase as the being asked would think
you were teasing them.

If the person being asked is not that
old bin clearly not a child, then ihe
first thing you need to do is guess
about how old ihey are. If they look
around 20. "Ni er shi duo le ba? (Are
you in your twenties?)" or "Ni er shiji
le? (You're around 20 right?)" would
be a suitable way to ask. Il. they look
30 or older. "Ni sail shiji le? (You're
in your twenties?)™ would be okay. If
you are sure they are over 40, then
simply ask "Ni yijing si shi? (You're
over 40 righi)" By guessing another's
age this makes the conversation all the
more interesting.

O f course these three expressions
arc not the only way to ask someone's
age. “What year are you?" or "When
were you born?" or"Whatis your fang
ling (counter for a young woman's
age)." In China asking anothers age is
not considered to be impolite.
Whether the person being asked is a
girl in the bloom of youth or ail old
maid with no hope of marrying feel
free to ask their age.

Bul as China opens up niore and
more, there is chanae taking place in
the young people's thinking. They re—
alize that getting older is not some—
thing you can brag about like the char—
acters appearing in the movies do.
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As it is in Korea or China, in Japan
the older you become, the more au—
thority and respect you command.
There are many companies which still
consider a person's seniority to be
more important than his ability. Re—
gardless. there are many people who
wish to look younger than they actu—
ally are. A great deal of care musi be
given when asking another’s age.

How old are you?

In Japanese we couiu a person's age and
then add the counier “sai” for example
“itsaT or “nisai" for | or 2. But unless ihe
person asking has no regard lor other's feel—
ings we wouldn't use this expression very
often. It is too direct and gives one the feel—
ing of being interrogated. Instead of
“nansai” ihe word “ikutsiT would be a bet—
ter choice. But as ikutsu is originally used
for simple counting, asking “how many”,
ihe person being asked sometimes doesn’t
understand. Therefore I'd like lo recom—
mend a more suitable expression.

DESUKA)

Excuse me but how old are you?

By simply adding “Shitsurei desuga
(Excuse me butT ikutsu clearly means
thatone’s age is being asked. This is due
to the fact that it is generally considered
impolite to ask another’'s age. Especially
when asking woman one must be careful
not to be rude. People below 20 years of
age who are still considered “young® are
probably the only one's we can ask with-
oui ihe fear of being considered impolite.
For example with small children the
phrase “ Boya wa ikutsu” is all one would
have to say. However many Japanese es—
pecially women will not answer direclly
when asked their age. Here are a few ex—
amples ofhow they try to dodge the ques-

18.

As there is no sei phrase lo avoid re—
vealing one's age. some say they are 18
others say they are 20. In either case, this
phrase is used by persons who are obvi—
ously much older. The person being
asked clearly realizes thal he or she is not
telling the truth. They are paradoxically
hinting that they are not so young any—
more. Therefore one should not be too
surprised or consider ihe person dishon—
est for telling such obvious lies.
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W “I'd better ask your mother before buying you a drink!”
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Qjisan/Obasan

The words ojisun and obasaii origi—
nally referred lo middle aged men or
women from 40 to 60. But recently
people around 30 years of age have be—
gan to use this phrase in a slightly self
deprecaiing manner. Recently ihe words
ojisan and obasan are used, the latter is
used to refer to younger woman over
tvveniy. Whai aboul you? Are you al-

Allhough many say that chivalry
(gentlemanly honor) is dead in
America, proper etiquette still is a ne-
cessiiy when a man speaks lo a mem—
berof ihe fairer sex. Among men. ask—
ing “how old are you** is no problem at
all: in fact, men feel it necessary to es—
tablish their ages in order to create an
appropriate senior/junior dialogue.
When approaching a wonuin, how-
ever, men must take care: ihe wrong
approach can result in a chilly stare
thal is far worse than any cold shower
you wish to recall.

Generally speaking, a man who in—
age runs the risk of appearing as
ihough he places a value on age. A
wonuin over thirty is considered by
some men. if not all. to be over the hill

Therefore, we Americans make an
an of asking ages by disguising our
questions, and couching them injokes.
In ihis way. Ld horrible men can hide
behind our smile and avoid being
raked over ihe coals bv an irate mem—
ber of ihe aforeinemioned lairer sex.

To wit:

W''d belter ask your mother before
buying you a drink!"

A good line to use in a bar with a
woman who appears to be over thirty.
You are implying that she is mulerage:
ateenager. Worth trying, but you need
to establish a good chemistry before—
hand. If the woman is tuned in, she
w ill catch your hint and allude to her
actual age. Or. she may pour her drink
in your lap and move to the next table.
So be careful.
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B “When 1lwas in high school, way back before you were born, I...
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B "Were you into Led Zeppelin when you were in high school?"
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"When lwas in high school, way back
before you were born. I..."

A neat little trick, you imply lhal
you. an old guy, are getting old. 11you
play ii ecmvindngly, she will laugh
and ask yiui how old you are. Once
you tell her, you have license to follow
up with “and, if | may ask. how old are
yon'y Viola! Pertinent inrormalion

gained, no fuss, no muss.

"Were you into Led Zeppelin when you
wore in high school?"

An old trick, you get them ihinking
about something else: in this case, a rock
group from the 1970’s (you can use any
decoy: movies, teen idols, anything|. 1
tliey answer affirmatively, you can bci
thal they're on the wrong side of thirty.

speaking to people with experience in life"
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"Personally speaking. | enjoy speak—
ing to people with experience in life"

A cunning approach, you can put
her on the defensive. By "experience",
you are implying that older women
hold more interest than younger ones.
In this case, the woman may decide
lhat older is better, and. if over thirty,
she may less up truthfully about her
age. Drawback: a younger woman
may say "W ell fine. then. Go look for
someone who's got experience". So
again, use with discretion.

B "1 hope you’'ll forgive my asking, but 1was wondering how old you might be”
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" hope you'll forgive my asking, but 1
was wondering how old you might he"

As we say in America. "Honesty is
ihe Best Policy". Sometimes, againsi
all logic, if youjustsay what is on your
mind, you will get the answer you are
looking for. After all. these days,
women seem to be mucli less vain then
the men are. This approach may not
work, bul at least no one will pour
Ilheir drink in your lap lor trying.
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| summertime, itis very popularto tell

ghoststories. One reasonisthatdur-
ing the Obon seasonitis believed that
dead peoples’ soul will come back
trom the other world. Or people just
try to cool themselves by chilling their
spine. Anyway, itisacommon prac-
tice from ancient times to tell scary
stories only in the hot season. What
isworse, "We're's" September edi-
tion willcome outon Fridaythe 13th.
Therefore, we will feature one scary
story. The feature story will be an ac-
tual real life experience of a Korean
elementaryschoolgirlwhich recently
has become popularto talk about.

Hong Kong Lady in
Korea

One night in fall, though the time
had already passed 12 in the night,
there is somebody knocking on the
girl’'s window. Looking outside,

, ALk

Illustrated by Yukiko Leitch
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there was an unknown old lady standing
there. The old woman asked the child if
there was a drug store in the neighbor—
hood. She gave the directions and then
went to sleep. The next day the girl
learned that the person working in the
drug store had suddenly died thal night.
A couple of days later, she woke up at
midnight again by a sound of something
hitting the window. Again, the old lady
was standing outside and asked the di—
rections forsomeone's house. Although
she felt fearful inside, she replied to the
lady. But, the next day she found out
that an older man had died ; the cause
was unknown.

So the girl thought that she was re—
sponsible for the death of the two
people because she told the old lady (he
directions to each of the locations. Con—
sequently, the girl was scared. After the
time has passed 12 o’clock, the lady
appeared again and asked for directions
for someone’s house. But, she did not
say anything because she thought that
the person living in that house would be
killed. Then, the old lady gave the child
a stem look and left. The next day, she
went to school and her friends who sits
next her in class asked, .AVhat hap—
pened? Last night an old lady come to
my house and asked gasping, where
you lived?” When the girl heard this,

she fainted.

In Korea, this tale named “HOJlg Kong
old lady” quickly spread among chil-

, dren. The reason why people call this

i
|

lady “Hong Kong old lady” is because
people believe that they can escape

:from disaster by saying “Hong Kong”

if the lady comes. It is unclear if this
Hong Kong comes from the city Hong
Kong or not. The appearance of the
Hong Kong lady makes even adults
scared. Do you have any ghost stories in

;your country?
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Are you looking for new friends? Do you want to leam a foreign language? Looking for a job? Do you want lo study something? Would you Ike tojoin a group activity? This is your chance lo ask for or respond to anything.
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Do you have
maga/ine that you arc williin part
wilh? Any genre is okay. Let's negotiate
a price. Please contact me through the
We.re editorial staff.
(Kawada Makihiko. Tokyo.
University Student)

TEACH & LEARN

1 | am IcK)king lor someone lo tench me
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how to play the gekkin. 1will gladly
leach you Japanese in return.

|Osawa Toshiku.

Kumaisugawa 1-2-3-901,

Eilogawa-ku. Tokyo 132)

. I ama Chinese female from Shanghai. |

would like to teach Chinese. English, the
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| will tell your fortune using Tarot cards

in English or French. Please contact
Msuly.

(Mady Caitoor. Nibancho 5.

Chivoda-ku. Tokyo 102:

® 03-3262-3049)
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1. Looking for work! | am a Japanese male

¥lu>was homn in 1771, If you have a po-
sition in which | could make use ol. my
Korean and Chinese language ability. |
woukln*l mind working overseas. Some—
one please utilize my youth and vigor. |
AU -I00UIC AU UMy Dl
about any job offer by mail.

(Oka Takeo. Kosuga 4-3-7,

Katsushika-ku, Tokyo 124)
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| am an American of Bangladeshi desccni
living near Disneyworld in Florida. |
would like to correspond with Japanese
females. | am 25 and enjoy traveling. |
am wailing for your letter.

(Sohcl Uddin, 1841 Catawba Circle. #H,

Kissimee. Florida 34741 USA)
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Totra Pot is a cultural exchange club in—
volved in map-making, sports and agri—
cultural experience. In our club, Japa—
nese students and adults work side by
side wilh foreign students. If you are in-
icresied. please call us.
(Kawagishi Atsuko.
« 03-3380-6925)

| am locking lor Japanese, Korean, or
Chinese pen pals. Let's exchange infor—
mation aboui music or other topics of
common interest. Please write i< me in
English.

POBox 751. Middlehoro.
MA 02346. USA)

North Korea, and the Korean autono—
mous region in China. There are many
ihings | would like to know about ihesc
areas. |l yulliave ihe same imerest, or
are a foreign siudeni from one ol. these

countries, please contact me.
ihvama | umihiro. T165, Kyoto fu.
Kyoto cily. Ukyoku. Vamunouchi.
Midotonoinachi 2-4»

India  [Xits cul-
33-year-

If you are imcrcsiod

lure, please wrile lo r

old Indian male.
(Malay Kumar Sara T 121 Tokyo.
Adatchi-ku. Shikahama 8-25-15»

| am a I¥)year old Japanese female. |
would like to make friends wilh people

from all over. Please write to me.
(Ishida Ai.suko. Kagoshima prcfcclure.
Ibusuki-gun. Kiireclio Sesekushi 5224-2.
suidem)
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The New Casablanca

Part 2 of 2
Hiroshi (H) and Lim (L) sil in neigh—
borhood ramen shop in Okubo ponder—
ing their future.

H- “But why!? The wedding is only a
few days away and you warn lo post—
pone it”

L ’.I can not get married against the
wishes of my family. | do love you
Hiroshi, but | realize thal | must first
return to my family in Vietnam. |
must go there to convince them my-
sellvV

H- “We will go together'.

L “No. | must go alone. There is no
telling whai my father will do if we
both go. Trust me: | must go alone.

For all the love in the world, Hiroshi
and Lim had to accept that the forces
against their getting married were loo

strong. Ever since Hiroshi first niei Lim

and heard her singing in Rieko's pub. he

knew |hat to have a life next to this
woman with the beautiful voice would
not be an easy dream to fulfill. She was
warm and delicate, but also deep and
sometimes difficult to bring out of her
long silences. She would often lapse

into lears and lalk of the impossibility ol’

ever having a stable life, despite

Hiroshi's assurances otherwise. The un-

ceriainties brought on by refugee camps

and a life away from her family were
sometimes loo strong for her.

H- "But all the plans are set. We have
already talked aboul this many
times.*

L “Hiroshi. Remember how you al—
ways tell me thal if you feel very
stronnh about something, so
strongly that it comes from your
heart, that you must follow those
feelingsT

Hiroshi is not convinced.

*But aren't your feelings for us more
important than the natural uncertain—
ties thal come before getting mar—
ried. We have both worked and
waited very hard for this.You must

not go.”
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L- “We have wailed and we can wail
just a liitle more. Please, you must
believe that this is the best tiling for
both of us."

Despile their determination to go
ahead with the wedding. Lim decided to
postpone it because her family would
not consent her marrying Hiroshi. Her
father was againsi his eldest daughter
marrying anyone but a Vioinamese. His
beliefs were strong, and the power ofhis
dissent was loo much for Lim 10 oppose.
The groat task facing Lim was to go
back to Ho Chi Minh and convince her
father ami family.

They had greai difficulty gelling a re—
entry visa for Lim because of her stains
as a refugee. The many phone calls and
visiis and the long waits at (ho immigra—
tion bureau only increased the tension
and uncertainly. For now. XI'm would
have to go to Hong Kong on a tempo—
rary tourisi visa, and then on lo Viet-
nam. With Rieko as her guarantor, she
was able lo secure ihe necessary travel
documents.

Rieko. back from Okinawa, was sur-
prised to hear of their change in plans
and tried to console Hiroshi and support
Lim's decision. On the day Lim was to
leave for Vietnam, the three of them
weni lo the airport.

R- "You. must both understand that the

she told ihem as ihey wailed for Lim to

return from the ticket line.

"When Lim is in Vieuiam, she will
have [lie dilTiculi task of convincing
her lL.amily. Vou, Hiroshi, have de—
cided to go ahead with the marriage
despite the objections of your fam—
ily. That was a difficult decision too.
If your love is that strong then you
will understand in time."

H- "My family objected for the same
reasons as Lim's: because she is not
from the same country or culture as
lhey are. They fear our lives and lhal
ol. our children would be too diffi—
cult. But | disagree. Japan is mucli
changed now. And in Sliinjuku. we
can live in a very international atmo—
sphere."

R- ‘Its not thal easy. Hiroshi. But | un—
derstand your frustration and impa—
tience. You must overcome that and
wail a little longer."

Tlie wait for the flight to Hong KXig
seemed to take forever. The long si—

lences and forced smiles were too pain-

X. XX MXX XX XXM XXX
XX XX XXX KKK X K XX
XXX XXX KKMX.

XX XXX XXX KXXM X
X XXX XXMXK XXX XX
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X XX XXX XX KMKXXX X
KKK, KX KXXXKX XXX X.
X XX DRIB DI

XXX XXX XX XXX XX
XX XXX X KKK KIXXX X
X XXXN XX KXXX.j

XN KX XX XXXXXX
XXXNX KX MXMX MXXXX
MXK- KX KXXK KMKXK X
XX MXXX XXX MXX XX
KXXNX KX. XXX, XX XXX
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ful and only added to fear of the un—
known. Hiroshi had overcome many
dilTiculi struggles in his life but he knew
of none greater than the one he now
laced. He went to buy cigarettes to settle
his nerves. A small boy with a toy elec—

tronic »un ran after a lillle girl near Lim

and Rieko. They stood at the vending

machine buying the airport tax ticket.

L "You musi not tell Hiroshi Rieko-
san."

K- «Yes. | promise. And you nuist take
care of yourself."

L "Please give the letter to Hiroshi af—
teryou return to Okubo tonight."

K- “Yes. [ will *

L .i will never be able to thank you for
all you have done for me. Please for—
give me for being so selfish bui |
musi go. There is so much | can not
pul into words but | hope some—
day..."

K-"Don"l worry. Sometimes words
only get in the way. | will say good
hye here. Please take ihis. It is a gold
pendani from my moiher. When |
went to Okinawa 1 sal with this by
her grave lor many hours. | am sure
she would be happy to know thal
you will have it.

L +.0h, Icouldn't.."

K- "Please. Remember us with it."

Hiroshi arrives with cigareue in hand.

H- "lis time. The llight has just been
called."

K- “1 will wait for you over by the
chairs near the insurance counter.
Lim, we'll be waiting for you.

she said knowing Lim would not rettini

but hiding the truth from Hiroshi.

Lim's palms were soaked in sweat.
She fell diz/.y and lost. Quickly slie look
her bags and began walking towards the
entrance.

H- “Remember. You promised to call
as soon as you arrive lo Hona
Kong."

L “Yes Hiroshi.”

A long silence as they road the escalator

down to the immigration gate entrance.
"Hiroshi. Whatever happens..."

H- *TIl be waiting"

She eniers the crowded inspoclion
area and turned to wave to Hiroshi.

Alter a long wait in the line. Hiroshi
returned to Rieko. They both rode to
Sliinjuku silent in the summer heal of
the crowded train.

That evening. Hiroshi sat in his 4 1/2
tatami room reading the letter from Lim
that Rieko had given him.
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“Dear Hiroshi:

Iam so sorryfor having to write ihis
bm Icouldnot hrin@ myselfto icllyou in
person. I have decided to not go to Viet-
nam to myfamily bur have gone insteud
to the United Stares to live with fric/uls
whom [ met during my stay in the refu-
gee camp. DonT worn. I will be fine.
The people / will be sniyitii® with are
very kind. They Imvc nuulc all the travel
arnui®einenis and have obtained all the
documentsfor me togo to America.

Our love Ims been very special. But I

realized tluu the dijjlculties will be too
greatfor me to overcome in our life in
Jupan. Myfamily would have never con-
sented t<four nhirriiige und I coitUI noi
bcanlmijmin inour lives. /conk!not
home to myfamily with the thought that
/ mi“ht be forced to many someone
againstmy will or to give lip the oppor-
luniry to help my family in some way
from another cmmtty. Yourfamily too
would not have a Vkuuimese girl as
pan ofthefamily and Ifear u.& would
not have been able to convince them
(Uherwisc. Family is very impuruiiu.
Hiroshi and I must be true to mine.
Since I can not be in Japan near you 1
have nuulc this decision. Better than to
regret lancr. I have decided to sum a
new life in America. I will go to school
to study music and singini> in America.

Rieko Jid not know until toduy and
she lQ(+will nor N/mr where I have £one.
Please be ki/nl to her mu! keep her

jnemlsmp in a speciul pUiccforever.

You loo must continue tofollow your
dreams."

Lim

The sounds of anolher Sliinjuku night

came throuah Hiroshi's window.
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* May 26. 1993

POLLCE ARREST THAIS IN CHIBA
Police detained 28 Thais in a sweep of
illegal immigranis around Tomisaio in
Chiba prct'eciure on May 2oth. Those
detained ucre turned overto Tokyo im —
migration auihoriiies. Police swept 14
places in Tomisato. including an oflice
o fSuzuki gumi, a branch ofihe Tokyo
based Sumiyoshi kai yakuza syndicate.
Suzukigumimainly employs Thais ille —

gallv al mosi of the snack bars ii oper-

+ June 2.1993

THAILAND AND JAPAN DISCUSS

ILLEGAL WORKERS
Japan Lind Thailand will soon begin con-
suliaiions in Bangkok on problems rehit«
ing lo Thais working illegally in Japan.
Foreign Ministry officials said on June
2nd. The minisiry estimates as many as
53.000 illegal Thai workers were in Ja—
pan. Man> young women work in
Japan's enienainmeni and 2€¥industries.
A proposal lo carry outa campaign in Ja—
pan lo encourage Thais lo return home
was rejected on the grounds that such a

move may siir up xenophobic feelings.

* June 4.1993

YOKOHAMA SHELTER AIDS

ABUSED ASIAN WOMEN
Since Saaiua. a home offering shelter lo
l'orciyn women forced inu» prx»stiiuiion.
ulK*ned in Yokolmma in September, a toial
ol 5(wumen have lied from theiremploy—
ers w seek refuge at the home as of April,
according to staff at ihe tacilitv. Saalaa.
which means “gathering place* in Thai, is
operaied b> a pri¥ aie non-profit group. fV-
riods of stay at the home have lasted from 5
lo 34 da¥s. Of ihe 56 women helped >o far.
54 were Thai, and iwo were Philippine.
Coniaci Saalaa at ® 045-901-3527.

* June 4,1993
11 VIETNAMESE DETAINED IN
OKINAWA
Eleven young men.claiming lo be from
Vietnam, landed on the western side of
Ishignki inland Frida> and were
promptly taken into custody by auihori—
iiles. One ofihe men appiirenllv said in
broken English lhat the group hail conic
from Vielnam, Maritime Safety Agency
officiuls said.
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NEWS

* June 4, 1993
UENO ILLEGAL WORKER SWEEP
NETS 26
Police arrested 26 Iranians and Paki—
stanis in Tokyo on June 4th as part.of
iheir crackdown againsi illegal foreign
workers in Japan. The Tokyo Immiura-
lion Bureau plans to repatriate the 23
Iranians ;uul 3 Pakistanis, immigration
uuthorilieN said. Seventeen had slaved
illegally for one lo two years. This

park, which was cordoned otT in April
aftercomplaints aboutdrug dealing and

# June 8. 1993
UNPAID WAGES IS TOP GRIEVANCE
AMONG FOREIGN WORKERS
Unpaid wage. headed the lisc of prob—
lems among foreign workers who con—
ihe

Government's counseling service on la—

sulted Tokyo Metropolitan
bor conditions last year, the agency an—
nounced on June 8(h. Complaints of un—
paid wage. accounted lor 1243 of 3.137
caves the service handled, or aboul 40

percent. These were followed by 555

+ June 17. 1993
FOUR HELD IN SMUGGLING
OF COCAINE
Four people were arrested on June 17ih
on suspicion o fsmuggling 133 gramsol.
cocaine by parcel post inio Japan. Ar—

rested were three Columbian nalion«ils

are suspected of selling the cocaine in
Tokyo parks lhal are frequented by Ira-
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B Why “Miss Saigon” in Japan?

In Tokyo, the musical “Miss Saigon” is
now continuing its sensational long run. |
have no desire to see il. Japan, far from tak—
ing part in Vicmam's troubled history, re—
mained on ihe sidelines reaping large eco—
nomic gains from the ravages of war in thal
couniry. Why would Japan put on this musi—
cal production? This question puzzles me
and leaves me with an unpleasant feeling.
Do the people puning on this musical really
undersland ihe anguish caused by the Viet—
nam war? Or are they doing it for purely ar—
tistic reasons? Whatdo you think?

(Pak Ji Su. 28. Korean female. TokyO|

B What's ambiguous about Japanese?
There's something lhat's been troubling me
for quite some lime. I've heard on TV and
from other sources that Japanese is an am—
biguous language. Just what is ambiguous
aboui it? Some say that due to the fad that
Japanese share common psychological and
*ssociar points of agreemeni. They under—
stand each other without verbalizing every—
thing. If this is ihe ambiguity everyone
speaks of. | am unaware of whatexactly con—
stitutes these points of agreement, and | am
not aware if | aciuallv make use of them
when | converse. | would like to know what
foreigners find ambiguous aboui Japanese.
As anative speakerofJapanese. Idon't want
it to be called an ambiguous language.
(Ishimani Shinji. Japanese male,
Shizuoka Prefecture)

M Sandy who?!?
| would like to poim oui a misiake in ihe Asia
Music Scene 93 section of your July issue.
Sandii's name in Chinese characters is: W & -+
?fi 1' The characters appearing in the article.
ivore?*om Sandy Lum's name. | was delighted
to read aboul all my favorite artists, but un—
happy aboiu the mistake.
(Kobayashi Nozomi, 21,
Japanese female, Osaka)

«Editor’s note:

As pointed out by Miss Kobayashi. there
was indeed a mistake in the Chinese title and
text of our Asia Music Scene 93 section ofour
July issue. We confused Sandii and the
Sunseiz vocalist's name with that of another
singer. Sandy Lum. We deeply regret the error.

WeVe Editorial Siaff
Sanshodo Printing Co.

At Wc re's onc-ycar publishing anniversary,
we rccicved flDucrs wilh three signatures Bill
Clinton, Kiichi Miyuzawa. and Kim Ycong
Sam. Okay, so the person delivering the
flower's was a Wc'rc member. “China and
raiwan still would not reach an agreement,
and postponed the next meeting +theguy who
brought Uic flowers added. We appreciate the
flowers, and from now on, We're hopes for
world peace and harmony. The need (hat war
will never.¢'lrr happen again is the theme of
Ibis month's issue. We look forward to receiv—
ing your opinions.
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