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Face on the Cover

Ms. Claudia Laborde

She's from Mexico city, Mexico. She
enjoys playing tennis and driving. On
her holidays when the weather Is fine
she likes to race around the city on her
450CC motorcycle. She is presently
studying Japanese. She really likes
Okinawa and Kyoto. Next year she is
planning to go to France and study
fashion and langage. Her dream is to
own a fashionable restaurant.
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Women are incomprehensible to men; at times they are kind and nur-
tXring, attimes they are cold and pXsh you away. In this We’re Report, we
have asked men from various countries to give us their opinions about
women. Women were not allowed to enter into the discussion; therefore,
yOXwill hear the men's true thoughts and controversial statements. With-
XXt any reservations, they discuss and compare Korean, South American
and women from various other coXntries. As the discussion was held in
Japanese, there might be some statements that seem a little inconsis-
tent. With the growing feminist movement and ever increasing sexual ha-
rassment cases women are changing our society, what are men sup-

posed to do? In this rapidly changing world what are men to do?
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Japanese, 33 vears old, writer, single. Has traveled to 8
countries Worked for an American non-govcmmenial or-
ganization for a year and published a book based on this
experience.
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If | could meet
this type of girl

K: For meagirl hasto be bright. | don't
mean someone who has a lot of intelli-
gence or is good at studying. I’m talking
about someone who judges things cor-
rectly. A person who has her own opin-
ion about whatever. Ldon’t want some-
one who is calculating or scheming.
Girls who are only after immediate
profit or are slaves to fashion are out of
the question. It really doesn't matter
what they look like or how they are
built. A person with real convictions is
someone who would catch mv eye.

s : A girl that's suitable for me would
be ideal. Even a dirl who is generally
considered pretty by others would not
be right for me if | couldn't get along
with her.

J: For me the important thina is that
she be someone | can talk with. If we
have problems we should be able to talk
freely about them in a constructive way.
Lately, the divorce rate in the U.S. is in-
creasing. | think it's probably because
families don't talk as much as they used
to. | plan to marry onlv once and don’t
want to divorce; that'swhy the ideal girl
for me would be someone | can talk to.

A: | like sirls, maybe a little more than
what's considered usual. I’'m cheerful
and good at communicating therefore |
make friends with people easily. That's
why the ideal type for me would be
someone who is cheerful and communi-
cates with others well,

W :The same holds true for me. | like a
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SERA HonE L Roberto Arakaki, represented by A
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Second generation Japenese, bomin .Argentina, 30 vears old, single,
middleman for Japanese immigrants hoping to work in Japan. Runs
aLaiiii American music production office. Is working hard to meke
a society in which Japanese immigrants' position is hitler.
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Taiwanese 31 married, a Taiwanese girl last May. Works
for a major Japanese publishec. In eharge of editing
children's textbooks. Came to Japan 8 years aeo.
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Orlando Camergo, interpreter/assiatant, represented by O
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American of Latin descent. 32 fifarécl a Japanese 2 years
ago. Presently working for a eonsuUing firm. Is a fan of
the Japanese actress Koyanaai Rumiko. Came to Japan 10

years ago..
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Japanese 24'single. Builcling op the introverted homebody
field. The only full-time male on the We're staff.
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woman who understands mv trouDies ana
shares them.

K: So when you found her, you niiirried
her right?

w :Yeah, that's right. (Laughing)

H: How about the rest of you. were you
able to find your ideal girl? Mr, A, how
about you?

A: | dated an Argentine girl but it didn’t
work (Hit. As you can see | look like a Japa-
nese. And to her, if you looked Japanese
you must be rich. It'strue | was brought up
in Argentina but my father is from
Okinawa and he raised me Okinawan
style. | met a Japanese girl after my 4th
year here but we never dated seriously. |
had the chance, but because of my identity
problem tilings just didn’t work out. I'm
like Mr. J, | only want to get married once
therefore I'll take my time and look care-
fully for the right woman,

s : |l don’t like a woman who cares only
about appearances. Of course the impact
ofthe first impression is important though.
| suess it’s only natural All 2uys 20 for a
sirl with a ereat body, riz2ht? Well, if she’s
got akind of heart, too, that's the best. A
girl who is smart, charming and glamorous
and who understands herown ideas clearly
would be the one for me. | don’t like girls
who have to rely on men for everytning.

As Soon As | Quit My Job,
My Girlfriend Dumped Me

H: Well, it seems that along with the
ideal cirl we've also came upon the re-
verse. Have any of you gotten really an-
gry with a sir! before?
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A: Yeah [ have. I'd never believed in
love at first sight before but it happened
once. I was head over heels in love and
we met a few times but she dumped me
out of the blue one day. And runs away.
I searched and searched finally I met her
in a bar one night. She told me she was
pregnant. [ hadn’t done anything so I
knew it couldn’t have been me. She
cried and said she was sorry but [
couldn’t forgive her. I was crushed. I
even thought of suicide. But men and
women often lose their passion for each
other. I realized afterwards that it
couldn’t continue like that forever.

K: Iwas going with this girl for about 2
years when she tells me she’s dating this
other guy all along, and that she prefers
him over me. Of course, [ was furious.
On top of that, she tells me she wants to
be free. She was just trying to justify her
actions. I don’t like people who are self-
ish, who don’t care about others and
who are always trying to justify them-
selves.

O: Isn’t that just jealousy?

K: No. at least I don’t think so. Another
thing that happened was when I thought
of becoming a free writer and quit the
company I was working at, the girl [ was
dating told me I wasn’t attractive any-
more and broke up with me. It probably
has a lot to do with the media making a
fuss about the san-ko (Tall, high educa-
tion, high salary). It seems as if women
want to get over in life on their hus-
bands’ money and position in society.
O: The girl I had my first experience
with was about 30, so I don’t think that
is necessarily true. You need to date
older women.

K: Women mature mentally very fast
when they are in their teens but this
growth stops during their twenties. They
just get more cunning about life and be-
come really calculating. I can’t even try
to put up with it.

H: You’ve had some difficult experi-
ences. Mr. W, How about yourself?

W: I haven’t had that many bad experi-
ences. Most of my relationships just
died a natural death. That’s because I
don’t meet anyone I don’t like, whether
a boy or girl. That way I don’t have to
go through any trouble. If you have your
own identity, and you recognize each
other, the person’s sex or nationality
doesn’t really matter.

A: That’s because you look Japanese
and don’t stand out. When I was in Ar-
gentina, I was often teased and called
Jap or chink. The identity problem of
Japanese immigrants is really difficult
to understand. It’s a big problem.

K: I think Mr. W was talking about
one’s personal identity and not their na-

U &3, FolA o= &3J0A
Wy, 228 g4t ddn
EA&U AAE 218 719e] R
71 E)... £8A LA E T VA
AL £ F e d2g%e
Utk A2E71E 449Ut a9
AR dAbe 4z, 9 oA L. 2
ol%, ojFold AL ARG & 7
& rge s A&de givhn 4T
ndsych

K 283 % AHE Aot 1
A7) Y2 EE ‘gFA L A E F
A7t E glol 8. aFe] FoUn 2F
o2 7R 8" g T& EAFUT
38 4 Ux AU e Uy
‘“VEAREA 23 448" 8 T8
£ A& €3 ‘a8 Ae¥ 2 44
&Y @A A& gk 3
ERA R A VR VEYR 9o
A, A7) A ste A Uk
0 2R AFopdyr}?

K oile. a¥xEe gvn 448y
gk E ue Za8) bt s 2
T3t U™ HALG 2T FAEAL A
Ax U GA7} ‘ol g FAdAE
o] gloja"gln Bats auslt ¥
FeUth v2ge B AT 32
17} 23, o] &x, YFol o)
e AR gota. AR, FddA
2] X918 o 71che], W3] &A=
24l AR Zota.

O Hxo NP A7} 3043 =0]
Aod o8 4e A RN AS
¥ 447 AHAA god et 4
7 8. :

K 9252 104 FAldo2 F
A A3 a7 W&, 200
£ A% gANg . ageg, ¢
A A& ALY Al 23T AAA
FEe AN Fe ACAA L. FHo
28X gus.

H 333 38 T8 WEE 9
HAFUR?

wiz ugd ddelgdae ey
o} Adadolgte o2 AL,
A2 A4HE Fdgde AAA g2
Yzt @A AAE, vho] RA gE
Agetd, AR god a9gdyo.
A7) A4 9] ololWEE & F2 2,
A2 AR e AFE Y, FEolyt
ZH o] ETE, IR E BAASYDT.
A Fe) AS, Bgo] g %
7 ABYUAAT A e ol2dE G
AN AF ety 489, F
ol d&A ¢ oleldEE & A
2 B2 8 BAAL.

K W7l 23t A& F3 9 ofoldlE
€7} oty & 7191, A7) A4l 8] ofoldl
ge g Aeted..

H 22 oo & ez 53 3sY
138 FE L AT s

J A Ze g o dEL 4
Ae 234 ouN & %3 gt
AZFYU"L 0| ouj Q17 34, o
EY8T, §5H o9, 71 Foldtte



DURERXR, AREKRTEATWETO
Dl LOKDS BHA DU AEKRD H
ADVEREBVET, KADLENT
EDLDAE SN LTVWBAKTE"
TE BEAADN DA, BEHEAT, #
BEDEADRSBBEEETHANLTV
B&5 1,

O AARK(ZENY 1T
n 2

J BARTRELVEZDEAERAY
ERBRPHEBLEN S, BREESWS &
CATEALURSAL, EE, o<
WEEA. BLVMEFfrELOVETS
A, TEFIRTETNERDT20DE
BLUVWTIT &K,

H ZXUATE B2H VETH?

J TXUNEEs, TR £o& &
< N=VYFU FAHFRBILTVS,
D LECOLEV, BETVEW,
BELESAWL, EE2EYVS, &
DADKRD S IV, Halty £50
NE, BEDEHSHEERERELL
fa, AENKRINICBYIFTET, Ho&
WS BIC40F ICA 2T LEL T, #E
TERVED, BEELHD, BIETS
AEZVWL: #IEE LTAELT, F&
EEVEV, TOEICK>TESRM
ELTVBDEDS, blLEER?
EUT1 IR(EH) LD LN ER
TLWBEHEMEFT,

W HEEZOTTHho HFALALYK
EE< 2T, WLWHREELTT. &
SEHED L,

J SOBRERETX UADIFEROK
SEEBVWET, TOZBOFTXUA
. BEXAEBLAHEEDTn 7123
FTILBEHEZT DLENEHTE RS
oo BTG BIBREDBA D LITE,
TOANSEARAEZATE 0 B
EESES5 WOASIIBL2TE EOK
35 EBS:

O BHEADANFTSVWS HEETD
e, WWZE FEBOO e
BELFEOO Bk, —4T0HE.
ABTEHETSNDIFE", KRFES
BEEALEY LBEThEESHEVAS

LRPUEE B EBEV, 40F 15
ESFHEHEV, ZOARFETSLS

< A58 LV

~R#HXRNO

H: EXEERIERNLZAF ?
J o EEE, aHFEER. EF
B, tfEEERH: REAE
ER, BEBS, BTREES
Lo K ARBUEG. e UHBR
=, EEANRETEREEN
MEFRERIET , —TFHE
TA0Em BT TEBEENM 21 K
THEE, MEBOAERZ 2EHE
B, BUEEET B TEEERL ,
REBRA—ERH, REBER
fTE2RRE2ERNZAREHE
%7,

W: EHXRBEER, aHEHERH
B, BERFNIHE, RITENE
BEfo

J BRENBEBXRB=Z1+FaINER
—&%. ZE®=1+TFuR, BHE
ZMETEE. EMERENT
F. FEUE , BBEREBIK, #©
MEGHLR , HFHBBMERT o B
AEBWABECEE aBELIE &
Bo

o HURE , LHERREESR
IfFo ER, BAE ZATRRE. B

AATR—4EBMIE, —EEZHM;
BLZABBRERT  ERITERSE

R, B T40R, EFTETF
T, ZEREEAK.

K: AR, TEREBMBEET
MZATHSERTO

J: ERHNBER. EXEHER,
AASREESFARRE. REHR
—H®o

W EIHE,
HHIE, B

EERERZ LR ?

H: EEBEREBLFE[ELN
2
W:ESE HEAXRE,K AWMF
EBERHE REREREBER,
LML BEMREEALE, AU, &
EHULBEMESHRNER, 7D
Ro 54, BIEFEEGTNEET
B, IATEFER M LETHE

B-#E, BREXX
MRRESRH BAo

tional identity.

H: Let's getback to the question. Mr. J.
can you tell us about what you think?

J: When it comes to Westerners like
me, it seems Japanese women have this
set image about what we should be like.
They think we're all noisy, wild, and
party a lot. You can find foreigners like
that in Ropponsi on the weekends. But
I'm not like that. | want someone | can
have a mature conversation with, but it
seems Japanese girls are only looking
for Westerners like the soldiers in
Yokosuka.

H: Could you find the right girl in the
us.?

J: In America, women have a stronger,
more refined personality. They come right
out and say, *1 want to do this”, “| wantto
live alone", or “I don’t want to many ’;;
they are very direct. Their position in com-
panies and society is comparatively higher
than in Japan. When they date men, they
are on the same terms. However, some of

them place foo much importance on work ,

and before they know it they are 40. Then
it's difficult to marry. There are a lot of
people who get divorced, too. Some
people don’t get married, don’t have kids
and then at that ase start asking themselves
what am | doins? Who am I? I've seen
more and more women fall into this crisis,
W :The same things are happening in
Japan, too. Women are setting stronger,
getting better jobs and saving money.

J:  Ithink Japan is like America was 30
years ago. That was when women pro-
fessionals like doctors or lawyers first
started appearins. The divorce rate had
been low. but it started increasing from
that time. | think the same thing is now
taking place in Japan.

O: I think it's great that women are do-
ing that kind of work. But men and
women are different. Men are able to
continue working all through their lives,
but women have to stop working in or-
der to have children. You can’t have ba-
bies when you’re 40. This is a problem
women face.

K: In Japan, there are more women
who want children but don't want to get
married.

J: That's what happens in every
wealthy capitalist country. | think it’'s
the same thing in Japan,

w :Women want to marry ,but if they
do, they can’t getjobs. That's the prob-
lem in Japan.

In Wealthy Countries
Are Women strong?

H: Could you tell me about sexual
equality in your countries?
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W: In Taiwan, men are required to
serve in the military for two years;
therefore women enter the work force
sooner. It's not rare to find women in
positions of higher authority. Of course,
they are able to continue working after
getting married. | don't think their posi-
tion is low or anything like that. If any-
thing they seem to be stronger than men.
They control the household. And their
salaries are no different. So it's not like
men are taking care of them.

A: Like J said before, in wealthy coun-
tries women are in astrong position. Ar-
gentina and other South American
countries are poor. Therefore men are
stronger. Women stay home, raise the
kids and don't work outside the home.
However, due to the economic slump
more and more woman have to work.
But basically men are stronger. There’'s
a difference in the number of men and
women. In Argentina women outnum-
ber men 7 to I.

O: | envy you! It sounds like heaven.
A: But there’s many problems because
of this unbalance. Homosexuals are in-
creasing. | mean, there are too many
women so men lose interest. In Japan
there are more men, right? There's an
imbalance, so you have to import brides
from Thailand or the Philippines,

S : In Korea, women'’s positions have
improved a oreai deal compared to long
ago, but we are still very conservative.
Men have to serve in the military, so
they enter the work force 3 years later
than women. But it’s different than Tai-
wan. Even if they begin working before
men, women don’t hold higher posi-
tions. It might be a little different for
professionals, but it just doesn’t happen
in clerical or administrative positions.
Military service is recognized as a part
of one's career. It is thought of as an ad-
vantage for men. Korea is a male-cen-
tered society. | was surprised when |
came to Japan. The Koreans ill Japan or
in other foreign countries think quite
differently frOll Koreans in Korea.
When women do a lot for you like they
do in Korea, I’'m not grateful anymore. |
thought it was only natural before, but
not now. Life here is totally different
than Korea. On the whole, most of the
women think only of a man’s social
standing or his income.

A: That’s because in rich countries you
are able to buy whatever you want with
money you earn. What | dislike the most
about Japan is the discrimination and
money.
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Money or Sex,
Which Is More Important?

J: I've got a question. Why do Japa-
nese women want to date rich men? We
have some girls like that in the states but
communication is considered the most
important thins. Japan's different. They
think about it but rather than communi-
cating with you, they ask “What do you
do?” “How much do you make?”
Everyone (Lauizhing)

J: I'm not kidding. They ask me al 1the
time.

s : In Roppongi? | think that Japanese
girls date foreigners that aren’t rich. |
see these girls with black guys all the
time.

J: Well, among Roppongi girls, it has
become almost a fashion statement. To
walk around Roppongi with a black guy
is the most popular style now.

A: | saw areport about Roppongi girls
on TV. It was this special show on the
sex, the druss and how they just fool
around. Maybe black guys get girls be-
cause they have bis d...cks.

o :But that's just a stereotype, isn’t it?
It’s not true, is it? No, it can be...

A: What they say is true. Japanese' are
small and black’s are big.

O: It varies among blacks, too. | know.
I’ve seen. It’sjusst a myth. So you guys
shouldn't believe it. Men have responsi-
bility, too.

K: So there seems to be two types of
girls, one type bases the relationship on
money, the other places importance on
sex and feeling sood. They seem to have
these two trails. In short, they don't re-
ally know what they want, and without
thinking, live a life of contradictions.
They hope for the easy life by meeting
some rich suy and then try to become
fashionable by dating; some handsome
2uv. They are relying on others to help
them live their lives.

A: Japanese girls are smart. They date
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some rich guy during the week and fool

around with some other guy on Saturday.

It’s a good balance. Of course not all girls

are like that, only the Roppongi girls.

S: I've never dated a Japanese girl, but

[’ve slept with some. Because [ worked

in the travel business all over Korea. All

the tourists are Japanese. Japanese girls

are really nice in Japan, but boy do they

change when they are overseas. Of
course they were drunk though...

A: In Argentina the divorce rate is in-

creasing. too. It’s because of sexual in-

compatibility. If you marry a “nice” girl,

she just can’t satisfy you. Especially
when the guy’s used to Soapland.

S: In Korea, too, we have this island

called Chejudo which is a Mecca for
honeymoons and a lot of couples who

go there get divorced after spending one

night together. The men just aren’t
pleased. Women have trouble doing it

the first night especially if she’s a “nice™

girl. But recently the reverse is taking

place. It’s like some kind of mental ill-

ness with women. They have to be made

love to passionately or they can’t be sat-

isfied. Probably because of the influ-

ence of movies and stuff. They believe

that sex equals love, and if their husband

is a little weak, they think their relation-

ships in trouble.

K: In Japan, guys watch too many
porno videos, and when we try to do it

the same way the girls get angry.
(Laughing)

O: Mr. H is overwhelmed. He is
speechless!!

Men Are Adjusting to
the Change in Women

H: Yes, well let’s bring this discussion to
a close. I think both me and women are
changing with the times and I would like to
hear how you think things are changing
and if you yourselves have changed.

A: Women have gone from taking care
of house and home to working in soci-
ety. I don’t like it. I'd like my wife to
stay home. I’d like to take care of her
and provide her a good life. I'll work
hard to do that. It’s okay if she her own
hobbies. I think that’s only natural.

K: I'm all for women improving their
position in society. I'm theoretically
against discrimination when it comes to
advancement; that's why. But unlike
men women, have children and also
have menstruation. They have to take
time off when they get pregnant and
consequently their salary decreases and
limitations are placed on their work. It’s
only natural. Men should gladly help out
when they can, but there are some things
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only a mother can do. Ir they dislike this,
they shouldn’t have a family. | think
work inside the home and outside the
home should be valued equally,

o :Recently women have increased
their standing in society at such a rapid
pace, but men haven’t changed at all.

K: In Japan, too, there are men who can
can’'t keep pace with the change.
Frankly speaking, they lack confidence
even in their work. Because they are
threatened by women, it’s true that tills
type of man is becoming more and more
common.

J: In the U.S. also over the last 30
years women have changed. American
men didn't want them to change, but it
had to happen. It will take time for Japa-
nese men to accept the change taking
place in their country. They haven’t
been able to keep up so far, and that's
why more and more men are marrying
Korean, Chinese or Filipino women.
The women are considered more uadi-
tional.

s : Men and women have long been
commonly thought of as a pair, and
therefore it’s hard to think of them sepa-
rately. If women change, men have to
accept it and work with them. If women
enter the work force, men should help
out at home, take care of the kids or
something like that. In the same way
women have started to do men's work,
men should start domg women’s work.
K: 1 like to say just one more thing, |
wish they would close down Juliana’sof
Tokyo.

J: What! Why?

s : They treat women like products on
display.

K: The fashions at Juliana's are ex-
tremely animalistic. They clearly reveal
the body and are blatantly trying to ap-
peal to you sexually.

J: There are a loi of men who like that
kind of fashion and the women enjoy
showing off. | don’t see anything wrong
with that.

K: Idon't think that the only purpose of
a women’s sex appeal is to excite a
man's sexuality.

J: | like democracy. Democracy was
able to accept even communism right?
Llkewise if there were twelve people
and one of them was Judas the others
would have to accept it.

H: So what you're saying is that if
there’s something that’s bad, others will
have to accept it?

O: By the way, the person who came up
with the idea for Juliana's wasn’t a man.
H: Thank you for comins :here today.
Next month women give us their opin-
ion about men.
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| aiwan was the fifth country to create
a professional baseball league, after the
United States, Japan. Korea and South
America. Now, together with Japan and
Korea. Taiwan has come to be called
one of Asia’s baseball countries. De-
spite its short history in baseball, Tai-
wan even won asilver medal at the 1992
Olympics in Barcelona. Formed in
1990, the Professional Baseball League
is now in only its fourth year, and the
popularity of baseball is still on the rise.

Games between popular teams draw
crowds of middle-aged fans and family
viewers. Recently, there has been an in-
crease in younger fans as well. Admis-
sion runs about 250 yuan, or ¥ 1,250 for
adults. 100 yuan, or ¥500 for children.
Same-day tickets can be bought at the
ticket office or by phone from several
department stores such as Daiyai or
Lailai.

With fans playing large drums and
shouting loudly, the atmosphere in the
stands is the same as in any country. Or-
ganized groups of frenzied fans are a
conspicuous sishi.

*Whatto See in 1993

At present, Taiwan has six pro base-
ball teams. This year, two new teams,
the Jun Kou Bears and the Su Bou
Eagles, were added to the four teams
who have been playing in the pennant
race until now. The new teams are com-
posed mainly of exceptional players
who represented the country at the
Barcelona Olympics. Their battles of
power and technique with other teams
are exciting to see.

The overall victor of the season last
year, as well as in the special series
against the best players from three other
teams, the Shou Di Elephants have dem-
onstrated their superiority. This year,
with their victory in the first half of the
season, they have continued to domi-
nate, and with the strons defensive
pitching by Tsun Yi Shin, the team’s
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popularity continues to nse. Following
close behind are the We Chen Dragons,
with pitcher Hou Peins Yang and
catcher Lu Ming Tsu as the main draws.
Lu sarnered much attention when he
played for the Yomiuri Giants in Japan.
Although his performance suffered
from the effects of pressure last year,
now that he is in his second year back in
1 aivvan. perhaps he will find himself
back in his element?

*Race forthe Pennant

The first half of the pennant race be-
gins in March and the second half at the
end of June. Each team participates in a
total of 90 sames, 45 games each half. In
the past, there were three all-star games
played between the first and second
halves, but asof this year, it was thought
that participating players should be
given more distinction, and there is now
only one game instead. See the chart be-
low for the results of the first half of the
1993 season. This year’s pennant race
will finish in October. From October 16,
the special series will be fought between
the top two teams.

Pro baseball in Taiwan does not use
the franchise system used in Japan and
Korea. The games are played mainly at
four fields: Taipei, Kaoshun, Taichu,
and Tainan, as well as at Shinju and
Peingtou.

During the season, there are night
games starting at 6:30 in the evening. If
it is a popular draw — the Shou Di vs.
the We Chen, for example — it is better
to buy your ticket early.
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1993 Taiwan Pro Baseball Standings (final)
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R =

PCT. Garres Behind Next Position
556 1.0

467 4.0

409 25

.356 25
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The Place that Holds the Secret

of the Japanese Islands

Why does the Japanese archipelago
curve like a bow? They say that long ago.
the creation of a large crevice formed the
Fossa Magna, which divided the Japanese
islands into two aroups, one northeast and
the other southwest. Along the western
border of the force magna are Itoigawa
and Shizuoka. In Itoi*awa, there are many
different kinds of rocks, plants and ani-
mals as well as differences in customs and
culture owins perhaps, to the mixed blood
of its inhabitants. Famous for its jade.
Itoigawa is surrounded by mountains, sea
and rivers. This month, we’ll introduce the
sights, and onsens, of Itoisawa.
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RENGE ONSEN
® 0255-52-1063
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AMAKAZARI ONSEN
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FOSSA MAGNA ITOIGAWA ONSEN
« 0255-53-1111
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SASAKURA ONSEN
® 0255-59-2211
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YAKEYAMA ONSEN
A 0255-59-2011
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HAKUBA ONSEN
® 0255-57-2221
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GAMAHARA ONSEN
X0255-57-2126
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" Toshiwasure-no-yu open-air both.
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They say that this onsen was discov-
ered by Uesugi Kenshin. From the
natural stone open-air bath, there is a
clearview of the Northern Alps. En-
joy hikins on natural paths.

A quiet and peaceful onsen located
900m in the mountains. People look-
ing to escape the city can enjoy the

Please relax and forset Ihe city life.

Beginning with the heated swim-
ming pool, this onsen hotel is outfit-
ted with modern facilities. Beautiful
view of the Northern Alps.

Nestled in the mountains, this his-
tory-filled onsen Offers an Alpen
view from its open-air bath. Moun-
tain vegetable dishes are a popular
favorite.

A new onsen at the foot of an active
volcano. Yakeyama. The open-air
bath features natural rock and a spa-
cious bathhouse.

Located in the beautiful valley of the
prefectural natural park. Excellent
views from the open-air bath and
plenty of hot water.

Known as the place where soldiers
recovered from their wounds during
the Shmshu Kawanakajima war be-
tween Uesusi Kenshin and Takeda
Shingen. We recommend the moun-
tain vegetable and fish dishes.
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In the Midst of Nature

Fall in Itoisawa is marked by the chang-
ing color of the leaves. There are many
places to see, but we have space for only a
few representative examples. One of the
main tourist attractions is Fossa Magna
Park. There you can see where the inner
earth has been exposed and imagine what
the earth was like when the Japanese archi-
pelago was formed. The noted garden of
Hokuriku, one of Japan’s most refined gar-
dens, juxtaposes waterfalls and ponds, gi-
ant rocks and 70-ton cobaltjade gemstones
asainst a background of a pine grove. For
those who enjoy camping, try the National
Park Takanomine Plateau, where after tak-
ing advantage of the field sports facilities,
you can enjoy forasins for mountain
plants.

A Walk Through History

Located on one of the more traveled
routes, Itoigawa has seen many travelers
come and so over the past centuries. On the
way back to their homes after finishing
their studies, the priests would chant rneir
songs, and the verses are engraved on a
stone that standsjust in the precincts of the
Jikishian Temple. The Historic Folk Mu-
seum houses relics from the Jomon period
and exhibits that explain the history ofjade.
The “salt road— Itoi?awa Kaido” of the
Edo period, on which was carried salt and
other products of the sea. is now a hiking
course surrounded by lush forest.

= Make inquiries to:
* ltoigawa Tourist Association
A 0255-52-1742
* Niigata-ken Tourist Center in Tokyo
A 03-3215-4618
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This Month’s Mother Land Guide
Mrs. GIL CONSTANTINO

Gil Constantino was born ill Tukspan. Veracruz in
1956. After graduating from the Instituto Politécnico
Nacional he came to Japan for one year at the invita-
tion of Japan International Cooperative Association
(JICA). Upon returning to Mexico, he entered a Japa-
nese company, and is now back in Japan, working for
the Japanese branch office of an affiliate of a French
computercompany. He also belongs to an association
for Mexicans in Japan.
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Muy Bien Mexico

Mexico, a countrv five times the size
of Japan, is home to avariety of cultures
and traditions. While the Spanish influ-
ence is obvious — they share the same
language and style of architecture —
there are regional differences in the lan-
guage that are soon apparent as you
travel around Mexico. In the northern
region, you can see the influences of
other European countries, even in the
physical characteristics of the people,
who are tall and blond. In the southern
regions, people are shorter with black
hair, and many of them have Asian-like
features. People in the central region,
land of the Mexican Indio, have the tra-
ditional Mexican features.

In Veracruz, where | was bom, the in-
fluence of Spain is particularly apparent
on the eastern coast. That is where the
Spaniards first set foot in 1519, leaving
their mark with European traditions
such as taking a siesta and eating meals
outside.

Blessed by abundant nature, Veracruz
is home to one third of the country’sriv-
ers, and has plenty of vegetables and
fresh fish from the nearby ocean. You
need only to snap open a kernel of com

XX XX XXX
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XXX, KXMX XX X XX X
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XX, DX KRKKMXNXEK XXX
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for a whiff of nature. No doubt that IS
one reason why everyone seems to be
happy and enjoying life.

There are many different races in
Mexico, but the people of Huastecos,
where I was bom, are famous for their
easygoing ways and lighthearted dispo-
sitions: parties are a daily event, with
dancins and singing. Men clearly enjoy
their work, without pushing themselves
to exhaustion. And as the protectors of
the household, women are strong and
tough.

Home of La Bamba

Although now nearly 95 percent of
the inhabitants are Catholic, they once
believed in a number ofdeities. Then the
Spaniards came and began to build
churches. Even now, there are tales told
of religious miracles: A man was trying
to rescue his father from imminent
death, when the Virgin Mary appeared
with skin dark as the natives, speaking
the Indio language and wearing the
clothes of the Indio. The story of how
the Virsin of Guadalupe saved the
man’s father spread throughout the
country, leadins many people to convert
to the Catholic faith.

Although Spanish is the official lan-
guage of Mexico, the ancient Nahauatl
language, which is still spoken today, is
the representative language of Mexico.
This ancient language can be found in
the names of places, such as Tukspan,
where I was bom. whose name means
“the place of many rabbits.” The young
people of today, however, clo not speak
Nahauatl.

The Mariachi music of Mexico is fa-
mous. The music of Veracruz is repre-
sented by the Huapango, a trio which
consists of a violin, guitar and the
harana, a small ouitar, and whose per-
formers wear small hats and are dressed
in white from head to foot with a red
handkerchief tied at their necks.
formed to the Huapango,

Per-
the now
world-famous La Bamba was originally
a folk song of Veracruz. I grew up danc-
ing to this rhythm. Recently, salsa
rhythms from the Caribbean islands and
America are also becoming very popu-
lar.

A Toast to Mexican Cuisine

In contrast to the coast of western
Mexico, which is craggy and rocky, the
east coast has Ions stretches of sandy
beach. One of the best beaches in
Veracruz is Mocambo Beach. In addi-
tion to fishing, you can engage in all
kinds of marine sports. A seafood meal
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tastes best after you've worked up an
appetite swimming. | recommend sopa
de mariscos, a seafood soup, and
pescado a la Veracruzana, a fish and
chili dish. Drinking beer while break-
ing the sea air is the best combination!
Althoush Mexican food is popular
throughout the world, in Japan, Tex
Mex seems to be better known. Made by
Mexicans living in Texas, the taste is a
little different from the “real thing.” In
fact, it was in Japan that | first ate tacos
that crunched. (Mexican tacos are soft.)
| also had my first Corona beer with
lime in Japan. Very interesting!

A Stable Economy and Culture

Mexico's once astronomical inflation
rate is now under control and the
economy is demonstrating more stabil-
ity. Moreover, participation in the North
American Free Trade Agreement with
the United States and Canada is sure to
bring many changes. But no matter what
changes Mexico may 20 through, the
cheery disposition of its people will en-
dure. | hope you will all have a chance
someday to come visit Mexico for your-
selves.

Veracrl& in Brief

There are both direct flights to
Mexico and those that fly via the United
States. Veracruz is located on the Gulf
of Mexico, about 420 km from the capi-
tal, and there is convenient access by
bus, train or plane. The main carnival is
held from the end of February to the
middle of March. For more details, call
the Mexican Embassy at 03-3581-2110.
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Mexico’s Day of Independence,
September 16,1821

The central region of modern Mexico
is known for the advanced level of civi-
lization that flourished there, built
mainly by the Teotihuacan and Mayan
Indians since the beginning of recorded
history. The last great civilization, under
Aztec rule, disappeared in 1721, and
with the arrival from Spain of Cortez
and his expeditionary force, there began
a period of destruction and pillage. The
ensuing three centuries marked the pe-
riod of Spanish colonization in Mexico.

Spaniards vs. Spaniards

In 1535, a vice king was sent from
Spain to maintain direct rule over the
colonies in the king's stead. The system
of vice rule spread throughout the land,
leading to the concept ofa “New Spain®
in Mexico and the forceful formation of
a society aimed at purilying the blood
lines and maintaining separation by
race. Native Spaniards held the nighest
rank, followed in turn by the Criollo
Spaniards born in Mexico, the Mestizo
of mixed blood, the original natives of
Mexico, and. at the bottom, the slaves.

What is most interesting, however, is
that the desire to obtain Mexico's inde-
pendence was not found first in the na-
tives or the Mestizo, but in the Criollos.
Around the 18th century, the Criollos
rebelled against the unconditionally su-
perior social rank of Spaniards from
Spain despite the fact that the original
descendents of the Criollos were from
Spain as well. Although both groups had
pure Spanish blood running through
their veins, there was a clear distinction
made between the two. Finally, a group
of Criollos came to the realization that
they were, in fact, Mexicans. Influenced
by European philosophy and thought,
and the French Revolution of 1789, they
had already begun their own movement
for independence by 1790.
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Blood for Blood

In 1808. Spain was conquered bv Na-
poleon. and in Mexico, still under the
rule of the vice king, voices clamoring
for independence began to sain
strength. Two years later, in the early
morning hours of September 16. 1810,
Father Hidalgo, a Criollo priest, to-
gether with one hundred thousand of the
common people gathered to take up
theirweapons and fight. That fateful day
is now celebrated as the anniversary of
Mexico’s independence.

Undcrsoing nunieroijs change of
hands in leadership and support.
Mexico's war for independence contin-
ued For 11 years, proving to be one of
the most fierce fishts for independence
in the history of the world. After Father
Hidalgo was arrested and executed, José
Maria Morelos y Pavén and his Indian
and Mestizo followers continued the
cause until 1814, when the establish-
ment of the Apatzingan consitution out-
lined the structure for Mexico's inde-
pendence. In the encl. Morelos also
bowed to the king's army, but lturbide.
the captain ofthe vice king’s army, sym-
pathizinn with the repressed plight of
the rebel army, joined their forces, and
on August 24, 1821, reached an agree-
ment of peace with the last vice king,
Juan O’Donoju. To reach that point,
nearly 6()0.00() Mexicans, or 9 percent

of the population then, gave their lives.

We Are All Mexicans

As aresult, although the sacrifice was
‘rize. Mexico became an example for
other countries suffering under Spanish
rule. The independence of Guatemala.
Honduras and other Central American
countries was stimulated by Mexico's
successful fiiiht for independence.

After gaining its independence.
Mexico went on to experience war with
the United States, the Revolutionary
war and numerous other trials, but the
war of independence has a special place
in the nation's history. No longer distin-
guished as being Criollo. Mestizo or
Indio, we are all conscious of being one
people: a nation of Mexicans.

(Written in cooperation with
the Mexican Embassy)
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Sopa de Tortilla
Iglesio (also known as “Nacho”), the
chef at a Mexican restaurant, intro-
duced me to this soup, which features
the red, white and green of the Mexi-
can flag with tomatoes, cheese and
avocados. To make the tortillas, a
staple of any Mexican meal, corn
flour is kneaded and stretched into a
round shape and baked.
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= INGREDIENTS (Serves four)

10 tortillas (store-bought ones are okay), 3 tomatoes. 1/2 an onion, 3 cloves of garlic, 2 avoca-

dos, 2 lemons, 1large dried chili pepper, 6cups of chicken soup, 2 spoonfuls of majoram

=HOW TO MAKE IT

1. Cut tortillas and chili pepper into pieces 2 to 3 cm wide and fry in oil.

2. Cut tomato, garlic and onion into small pieces and fry in salad o il Add salt and pepper.

3. Combine tomato mixture with majoram and blend for two minutes.

4. Heat.this mixture together with chicken soup.

5. Lay tortillas and chili pepper in pan, cover with cheese and avocados ,and add soup. Eat
while warm.
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lllustrated by Sakata Miho
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Japanese men who are shv often
have trouble telling women “You're
pretty,” or other direct words of praise,
so they may try in other indirect ways.
This month, we’ll introduce some

roundabout expressions of praise.

The Japanese word "sensu comes
from the English “sense,” and is used in
a wide variety of meanings, but most
often in relation to clothes. Praising
women for what they’re wearing is a
common custom in almost any country.
However, when telling someone this,
you should have confidence that your
own **sensu’* is good. Otherwise, the
object of your praise might not be so
pleased.

Illustrated by Uemura Noriko
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Comparing someone to a beautiful
actress is aclever way to give acompli-
ment. It's a good way to start a conver-
sation, but be careful!l The person
you’re complimenting may not like be-
ing compared to that particular actress.
That’s why it’s smart to choose an ac-
tress known for her personality or indi-
viduality.

FELTWHEELWLTY (ANATA TO HANASHITE IRU TO TANOSHI1DESU)

No matter how attractive someone’s
face or figure is, it doesn't make up for
being an airhead. Women too, like to be
recognized for their inner qualities. Be
sure to say “tanoshii’; not “okashii” !
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These are the words to say to someone
who is an excellent cook or seamstress pr
who is particularly skilled at cleaning or
laundry. However, with the changing role
of women in society, men who assume
housework is awoman's work are likely
to be criticized, so there is arisk that these
words could give offense. In that case, try
sayins this: “Kaji to shokugyo wo
ryoritsu sasete, subarashii desu ne.” or
“That’s great that you can handle both
yourjob and take care of the home.”

There are many Japanese men who.
once they become close to a woman,
tend to stop oivins her compliments,
but it is important to notice the little
things, even with the ones you are close
to. Why not try making her smile once
in a while?

No matter the country, there are very
few women who would take offense at
a sincere compliment. Outside of a
close relationship, however, it is easy to
have your compliment misunderstood.
Likewise, with Asian women, too
strong words of praise can have the op-
posite effect.

Women are often likened to birds or
flowers, but this time, let's take a look
at some complimentary expressions in

Korean.
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Nuni cham yebbeushimnida. You have
beautiful eyes.

Korean women consider the eyes an
important part of their appearance. If
done clumsily, complimentins one part
of the body could produce an unpleas-
ant reaction, but with this expression,
there’s no such danger. Also, an old ex-
pression says that the eyes are the win-
dow to the heart, so praising a woman’s
eyes can be thought of as praising her
heart. This can be said even to someone

you are meeting for the first time.

Manmyeoneuri gam ishigunnyo.
Manmyeoneuri means the bride of
the oldest son. In the Korean family tra-
dition, the bride of the oldest son, by
virtue of her position, requires perse-
verance, self-control and the ability to
rule. So ifyou tell a woman that she is
well suited to be a manmyconeuri, that
means she satisfies all the above-men-
tioned qualities. However, you should
have reached a certain level of familiar-

ity before telling a woman this.
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Je bumonimi dangshin eul boshimyeon
joahashil seoshimnida. I’'m sure my
parents would like you.

Because elderly Koreans think a
woman without fault has neat, clean
features, honest character, respect for
the elderly and the qualities of a good
wife and wise mother, telling a woman
this phrase implies that she satisifies
these conditions. Although you don't
necessarily have to be planning to pro-
pose, to some extent, it is better to use
this phrase when you do have marriase
in mind.

Remember! No matter what you say,

sincerity is what counts.
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In Cnina, as in other Asian countries
generally men do not directly compli-
ment a woman on her beauty. It’s not
only that they are a little shy, it also has
to do with the fear of being considered
uncouth as women do not like being
spoken to in this manner. Let’s look a
several phrases normally used when
complimenting women.

“You’'re from Su-shu or Hang-shu,
aren't you?” By using these place
names to compliment them, you will
usually be able to please most women.
This would probably be a safe way to
praise their beauty. The reason being
that women from these two regions
have long been considered beautiful
with white skin and almond shaped
eyes. But if you mention Su-shu or
Hang-shu people will get the impres-
sion that you are speaking of traditional
Chinese beauty. Therefore by changing
the phrase to “You’re from Shanghai,
aren’t you?” Your compliment implies
the woman possesses a fashionable
modern sense of beauty.

For a woman with a beautiful voice,
ask “You're from Nanking, aren’t
you?” or if you say “I'd like to hear
your voice again” you just might get a
wonderful reply. If someone is tall, ask
“You were born in Chingtao, weren’t
you?” Chingtao faces the ocean and is
famous for tall slender beautiful

women.

“You’'re very nice.” In China men
and women are considered equal there-
fore there are many strong-willed
women trying to outdo men, but it
seems that recently, kind, easygoing
women are popular. By saying “You’'re
so easygoing everyone likes you,
right?” is another way to make some-
one happy.
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®m “1love the way your eyes light up when you are laugning”
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“You’re a great dancer” Recently in
China dancins is extremely popular.
Whether it be ballroom O disco, danc-
ing is avery popular pastime. By telling
a person they are a sood dancer is sure
to make them happy. Likewise
Karaoke is also experiencing a boom.
By saying “You’'re a sreat singer”
would also have the same effect.

But when it comes down to It. rather
than tryin? to win awoman's affections
with words, just look into her eyes and
let your eyes do the talking.

In America, compliments are well
intrenched in our culture, and are used
often and in many ways. They are es-
teem-builders for the recipient, and a
healthy self-esteem is considered a de-
sirable and necessary part of our
psyche.

Sincere compliments are welcome
by all; flattery, which is when you are
insincere or offer too much praise,
embarasses the recipient, and may of-
fend. Therefore, each Westerner devel-
ops his or her own sense personal eti-
quette.

In this lesson, we will look at the
simplest terms lovers may use with one
another. First, lets look at appearance:

The proper thins to do IS not overuse
such phrases. Everybody has some-
thing about their appearance the feel in-
secure about; reassure them: “ You have
a warm smile”, “Your hair is beauti-
ful”

come true” . Avoid sexual compliments

, or *In my eyes you are a fanstasy

except in intimate circumstances.
People want to believe that it is they
who are attractive, and not merely their
bodies. Which brings us to personality:

XXX XK XX (KX K X
XXXX). KX, KKXM K KX XX
XX XK. KMXMKXK XX KKMX
X, MXK KXXXK KXX. KXX
X, XX XXX XX K KX, XXX
XXXX. KX XXXX X, KXXX
XX XX, XK XX XX XX (X
XX X KXKXX!) KX KXXXX
X, XX MXIX XX XXX X.

XXX XKMX XKXXK KKK
X, KX XK KXXM KKK KKK
XXXX.

XK XX XXX XX XX
XM KKK XXX XXX, XX
XXX MXXN KXXN XXM X
M. XK KMXXX XKXK X
XX XM, XXX XXX X XX
X MXXMX XXX XMXX XX
XXX XXXKXK XX

XX MMKXKNX XK XXX
X MXMNXK, MXX XXM, XX
MK MY KMXK KX XK X
KXXX XX. XX XXX XX
XXM, MXNX KXX XXX XX
XK. XMXX MXXK KXXX X
MMXMX XMXX XXX XXX
X MXX.

MXXXN XMXNX XKNXX X
X XMXN KX XMXXKX XX.
XX, XXX XXX XX KXNXX.

N X XX XXX XX X
XX XXMXXX"

XXX XX MXXMNX XXM XX
XX KMXK XXX XXXX X
XX XXX XXX MXXX XXX
XX XMXNX, XXM KX KX X
XXM “KXX XXX KXXX
X7, XK KMXKK KXKXX
X MY XXX KX KXX X
X XMX X X XKXX" KX. X
X, MXK KX KX XX K, KX
K XXX KX K. XXXX XX
MK XXX XXM, XMXXX
XXM XXX KX KXXK XXX
K. XX XMXXXN XXKXK X
X XX KXKXK MX.



m “Life is so much better when I'm with you”
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When you become close, you besm
to notice all the little details of
someone’s personality that attract you.
You may want to say “l love you so
or *We
belong together”. When people are
drawn to each other, they often become

much”. *I feel free with you”,

insecure; by using these phrases, we are
putting the other’s mind at ease, and ex-
pressing our own happiness. This
closeness and honestly brings us to-
gether; it is how we fail in love. And we

make love:

= “1love how you look in the moonlight; being so close to you is paradise”
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If you have progressed sincerely
through the phrases above, you may
well be reading this in bed. If so, some
rules apply: comments that are directly
sexual in nature are often very exiting
and enthusiastically received, but over-
doing it can ultimately spoil the fun.
Things like “ Your skin is so smooth’ ,
**You make me féel so sood”, or just
**Ahh...” will be appreciated. Beyond
that, just say whaf's on your mind:
don't listen to me. The key is to speak
freely; if our language is not free, then

neither are we.

Just received a compliment from
your lover, and are unsure how to re-
spond? Tell them you are happy to hear
it. Offer a compliment in return. Just
smile. Anything’s okay; just do what
feels right.
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Are you looking for new friends? Do you want to learn a foreign language? Looking for ajob? Do you want to study something? Would you like to join a group activity? This is your chance to ask for or respond to anything.
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| provide information free of charge re-
garding Japanese culture (calligraphy,
tea ceremony, flovver-arranaing, martial
arts, etc[Xand Japanese language. Written
materials, tapes, various courses.
(Tom Sakai/at 3-12-18 Nishiimakawa,
Higashi Sumiyoshi-ku, Osaka-shi,
Osaka-fu 546/Japanese teacher)

| have been studying Korean since April
ofthis year. |f someone would like to ex-
change Korean lessons for Japanese les-
sons, please contact me. Someone living
in Nara or Osaka is preferable.
(Mikio Murata/367-101 Meyasu,
Hikarusaryo, lkoma-sun,
Nara-ken)

1am very interested in Chinese culture
and have been studying the language
(standard) for one year. In order to fur-
ther improve my Chinese, | would like to
study with someone whose mother
tongue is Chinese. In exchange, | can
teach Japanese or English (studied for
three years in the United States).
(Takuya Shimizu/International Students
1-28-1 Hayamiya, Nerima-ku.
Tokyo 179/Student)

Assoc.,

EMPLOYMENT

Lookina for Chinese singers, actors and
performers living in Japan. Once you
have registered, | will contact you re-
garding performance opportunities in
TV, movies and radio, folk plays, narra-
tion and talk shows. Those who would
like to sign up, please call 03-3940-0300
or fax 03-3940-0494. (Japanese not re-

quired. )
(Shiomi Ogishi/linaae Planning Dept.,
Sun Echo, Ltd.)

| would like to work at a Korean com-
pany. but I'm not sure if a Japanese
would be accepted. If anyone has details

about this, please contact me.
(Yoko Sakata/2-36 Gomen-cho,
Nishinomiya-shi, Hyoso-ken 662/
Employee)
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(JAMES LEROY/
49-35, Ceremonial Drive Mississausa,
Ontario, Canada L5R3G6)
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| would like to correspond with someone
interested in movies, music, gourmet cui-
sine, onsen and travel. | am particularly
interested in information about traveling
to China, Korea, Japan, Indonesia, India,
Nepal. Turkey and Vietnam. | speak
Japanese.
(Michael McShane/1-5 Okanoue Apt.
I-B, Izumi-cho. Kokubuniji-shi,
Tokyo 185/Ensineer)
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B R §:F§ ® R:..Jﬁ . B & E T_.j_—:* studying Cantonese Language. | would like AT AEUCH MY 53, 87 =
BRRE, FRBHAEBAXY very much to be friends with someone from MATHAME BRIFHL.
R, EFNGTE, BE., #HD : (OF7|OFOFA T/ T 340-01 43EME
° iy N N ” Hong Kong. Letters from Chinese, and E1hth.00.33/XF 04
BERBEREO ) South and North Korean people living here -20-33/X8%)
(M BFTF AKIYA YASUKD) in Japan are also welcome. Zia1zlo] Lo
T340BEMETF 1 H4-20-33 (Yasuko Akiya/4-20-33 Naka, Satte-shi, > ﬁfg‘ﬁaﬁﬂi—'(h x)|=“;'f;| ﬁ'f'lil
| BABEE) Saitama-ken 340-01/Self-employed) L4 == T ==
3-KR26EMN FEREAN (B) FE N OI_E.0.|E7|Ll|- Han g e o
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RARERN AR B RO BB > 2maZeyearod mawe fom e Pl ol sliofn Qg sl AlStersta
ERE7TET SEBEXMMBE pines who would like to become friends I,IE} S ZIAT ELA BESO|
with people from all over the world. | A_'_ 21110 oo E::_I_ o
Ny AARTHE. ROHEBZ have studied Japanese for seven vears, _15712 #O| '=“A’| Ch gof = &
REEHY. RITBEXIASTHXE and this spring joined a Japanese com- Eﬂ}oljlgx} xﬁll-/ 22%‘}\#" 2= || B
EBo BAXERn BRER pany. | am interested in watching movies (F*%ESFEF3 1— 185FF% 1105/
o and tennis, golf and other sports. Please FIETD)
(vw=— %75 > KMANNY write to me in English and/or Japanese.
ZABLAN)/ T 224 # 3 )I| # #E (Manny Zablan/Hirato Dorm #110, 4 #t=2 rjpt &8 Z3ciSU 2fAlot
TAREY F3-4-18 ¥ A & 3-4-18 leato,Totsuka-ku, So| ostieotol paiA KMt TR
1102/ BHE) Y okohama-shi, Kanegawa-ken/ aie si=Al 22 &1 aLct of
L Technician) LLIZH2O0|A| BHE E&L|CH HX|=
b ab S s il e Sk = = E- . BRlE
4. Rt #ﬁzabiﬁi‘ﬂaﬁnlxﬁzﬁ@ Qo) Z20] oojo] 7 ojLZo
EBEH.AB.FE.PWMARELR 4 1amlookin« for someone to correspond = MM T AEFIAL o
HEHERTELOM Vo TH with about popular music from Korea, (GHA| 312t OIALZ/ T 862 ek BRAEA
mAio RETH BE . PN .H Taiwan. Hong Kong, China and Russia. TEHR1-10-8/& AL )
RL Any nationality is fine. Please write to
=EE = F KASHIHARA me in Japanese, Chinese or English. 5. FiLICIe] E2E0AM SotatA 9|
MISAKO)/ T862 K A 5 88 & (Misako Kashihara/1-10-8 saburo, XHAZE 2ESDQE s QlL|CH
—f1-10 g/";léﬁ = Kumamoto-shi, Kumamoto-ken 862/ 232 Zolste U=oiAdD WY
S WA iy Employee)  a4g stnAgLICH KE FYol
5. RREMEANSZSMESETH Ec 2 ofF SMELICH w«
FZHER JENELE  FLEEER 5. Music Business student in Toronto Canada (JAMES LEROY/49-35, Ceremonial
EEEBREYN BALMERBE wishes to correspond with Japanese female Drive Mississauga, Ontario, Canada
R, R(B)EREENS R 54 who enjoys rock music among after things. L5R3G6)
#ME. ANES LEROY/49-35 | am slim with long blond hair.
. ) o ’ (James LeRoy. 49-35, Ceremonial Drive 6. C{BF &= 2tz O|x| o} ,RI L] Alo}
eremo.nlal Drive ississauga, Mississauga, Ontario. Canada L5R3G6) Eplolo{ et HX|ZEHE stnAls
ntarLc\) ,Canada L5R.3G6) LI}, UEo| = odolz HX|E =
6. % BH 2 RBRE. FXRA 6. | would like to correspond with girls from AAS.
D, MEREZEHSN ZERE Taiwan, Korea, Malaysia and Indonesia. (CHAZFR Lol T 274 FEMMET
ER, REWHAn THREE, Please write to me in Japanese or English. ZHIE5-24-2/5| AL )
(B X{—E TANAKA (Kunie Tanaka/5-24-2 Futawa-Higashi.
KUNIE) T274 FEEMES Funabashi-shi, Chiba-ken 274/
SAE5-24-2/AFABE) Employee)
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The slobal trend towards detente, by re- ZIRtetsl2 et MAHX Q HAEe
3. HEFRFRLHHRELEZR TS BEE  EEBHEERZEAY  inovins the political barriers separatingso- 15 = 0|z 749} A|RHZ &[] AFO| E 7}
BURM A REEIRY BRE, TYTOEL  REHEZEOBAEEE Uy, cialist and market economies, has helped = 5 oip mx|xiQl BHe X HET
DHWETOERE ZBA - %X EAREIC CONEE-HREEENAER make cooperation across national borders OlAOIZ 7} E7e] 2HE We Haig
TR ERE->TWD: BICEED, & Bfkio AHERXLE =EAR possible in Asia. Recent events in Eastern J=3 sed T2 =o9Ch =5
ROV ETOHES R, ZoMEsots BEHOSL BAEELEOHE EL.JropeandtheSoviet Union, in par‘(ic.ula.ar, o] oM =79 AofA Yot
TREEICENNASEERITTC LIS LEAEEREMOLE, BEA will he.lve I.ong-termleffectson t.hesomallst o= e o|x|odo AbE|Zol= 7t of A
K220, BRENREDDE > DFEE ~ o) ax cF)untrles in th.e r.eg|on. The failure of So- X 7|x0l @Ware 7 oot AN
feotey v tmiatgosks. » PONSRERORBUBERE  vietype socialism as a model of eco- yxiof ¢t 2@oIRiE HIEY A
ST s BEMAH, BXEUHEBTHELEE  nomic development contrasts sharply with zolo| MmE T2 AFo] oEse
/i:,k HiHIC U:|?a‘zm 7.1 Bfﬁ%éﬁ % BEM ‘THNEECARSES the success of the Asian NIES and ;;Héklaﬁx‘i;;g ;}o—, o|; OMI;P
f12TH3T Y70 nies © ASEAN & WER FREBERBANY®Eo £ ASEAN which have relied mainly on the ‘?l NIESI_}OASEACI)\:‘ 7?;},_?; e o
L. e b TXBHNTHDE A7F0 E8F ﬁE Wy BAREE. AT market in organizing economic activities. ;H - B in I; }\T =
FOARBORMELL BRAEED L e ¢ gy With the age of ideology closing and aid 5y ?:Ej gﬂziﬁgf:;: %'iﬂi
LOBRBNERALNE, TITORR ) N R = n e from the former East Bloc countries drying  __ EIJ_ L OA "; T ?:O _—,;_._.:
IREEUNEO LMK 22 T SHEEIREXR ;F?;F _E%ﬁff% A up, the time s ripe for the socialist coun- kall ';_Iﬂ - St L{OL:IOAI-—QI _':l ;Zt_ﬁ
BEICRT Do »2 U, PIFE anic CHHRERBKO WREI , BME (e in Asia to reconsider their develop- = i“g T ;_'Exl:l’:l: °:°H
KECEE. TUTAEEMEOENE BLXAIBEE , MBAMS, A mentstrategy. An obvious alternative is to %g‘ééflg{:ﬁf}i;: ’IT'_;‘EOI El;;z
FIFT 2., tWSFRICBATREA0 DBARBERED. open their doors further to take advantage o|g3+: spos EI;:!%H;F— o ;;
BB Ao EAESHMAUMAOFR, B of the dynamism in the Asia-Pacific re- = ;HII_P = =

S =0 .
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gion.

During the 1960s, at the height of the
Cold War, the famous domino theory pre-
dicted that Vietnam fell to communism,
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Kong, Guangdong Province has achieved

an annual growth rate of about 3% since

1986 to become the fast-growing region in

the world. There are about 20,000 Hong

Kong subcontractors, joint ventures or
subsidiaries operating in Guangdong, em-

ploying over 3 million workers. The num-

ber of workers in Hong Kong's own
manufacturing sector has dropped since

1987 by one-third to less than 600.000 in

1992. Hong Kong's share of re-exports to

total exports rose from around 20% in the

mid-1970s to 75% in 1992, and nearly
90% of these re-exports involve China ei-

ther as a source or destination. Indeed.
China has replaced the US as Hong
Kong’s largest export market, and Hong

Kong’s economic growth now follows

economic trends in China more closely

than those of the US. Although the politi-

cal border between Hong Kong and China

will not disappear until 1997, the eco-
nomic border has already disappeared
with the expansion of Hong Kong’s eco-

nomic frontier into China. Following the

footstep of Hong Kong companies, more

and more Taiwanese companies are in-

vesting in the mainland.

Similarly, in Northeast Asia, North Ko-
rea now faces the necessity of revitalizing
its economy by the introduction of foreign
capital, as China did in the second half of
1970s. Conditions for a more open
economy are already falling into place as
both North and South Korea take up UN
membership and North Korea's previ-
ously icy relations with Japan and the US
have begun to thaw. At the same time, the
relations between North and South Korea
are changing from confrontation to con-
structive dialogue. with less emphasis on
political rhetoric and more on the nit and
grit of economic cooperation.

In Indochina Vietnam's relations with
the US are showing signs of improvement
following the end of the civil war in Cam-
bodia. The US is expected to lift its eco-
nomic embargo on Vietnam in the near fu-
ture, giving the nation a crucial boost in its
transition from a war zone to trade zone.
The resumption of aid and the introduction
of direct investment from the industrial-
ized nations will help to speed up the pro-
cess.

The expansion of Asia’s new frontiers is
creating economic zones encompassing
countries with different economic and po-
litical systems and at various stages of eco-
nomic development. In addition to “South
China Economic Zone™ (comprising Ja-
pan, the Korean Peninsula. northern China
and Far East Russia), “Greater ASEAN™
(comprising the six current members of
ASEAN and socialist countries in
Indochina). and the “*Growth Triangle™ en-
compassing Singapore and neighbouring
provinces in Indochina and Malaysia.
These interlocking economic zones from a
corridor linking fast-growing economies
from the north to the south along the West-
ern Pacific Rim.

(C. H. KWAN/Head of Asian Research

Nomura Research Institute)
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A aown-and-out young American wanders into a Japanese institution: The Nude Theater
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Silk-Screened

There are few more miserable feel-
ings in the life of a gaijin that can quite
equal standing around Ameyokocho at
10:00 on a Saturday night, completely
broke, loveless, semi-jobless, with noth-
ing to do. A few cup o sakes from a
streetcorner vending machine somehow
illuminates the depth of your despair.
Then you look up and down the street,
catching sisht of the staggering
salarymen, cheap girls who do not come
cheaply, and phone card hustlers. The
realization that you are skirting the
abyss of loserdom coils its tentacles
around your brain.

Well, climb off the ledse, my triends!
Experience the intellectual joys of visit-
ins your local Nudo-Gekijo! Such
places were created for times like these.
Finding one should not be hard; | found
one not one block away from the sake
machine in Ueno. Stop peeking as you
walk past; go on in!

Mine was a beaut: the exterior is fes-
tooned with laughably executed
airbrush portraits of topless women who
presumably approximate the ones in-
side. Blinding halogen spotlights trained
the

complimented the artistic integrity.

indiscriminately on facade

My morose buddy (who’s Japanese,
if it matters) and | wandered in. through
a disinfectant-smelling corridor deco-
rated with more wretched airbrushings.
At the ticket booth, only a single, hairy
hand was visible to take the money.

This day was our lucky day; as we
reached the first of what would be 5
flights of stairs to the theater, we were
joined by a youns performer who had
pranced up behind us unnoticed. She in-
quires, rather rhetorically, whether
we're soins to watch the show. Her fea-
tures are Asian, but her Japanese is not
smooth. She wore a tacky, but not alto-
gether unsexy sold lame halter, belly
button exposed, and short, short (I mean
short) white cutoffs.

“Are you a Japanese?”’ | asked her.
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“Iyada”, she said, giggling like a twelve
year old. “What then?” “Guess!” “Well,
Korean maybe?" She shook her head
‘no’ vigorously, hair flying in all direc-
tions. “Thai?" Wrong again. “Filipino?”
Nope. “China? Burma? Laos? Taiwan?"
Negative. “Vietnamese?”, 1 asked
lamely. although I was pretty sure she
wasn’t. “lya da”, she said almost irrita-
bly, as though I had offended her. “Well,
what then?”, [ said upon reaching the
top landing. “Peru!™, she said playfully,
giving my belt a quick squeeze before
skipping off backstage. Not the rowdiest
of anecdotes, I admit, but when you’re
in abad way. it's always the little things
that count.

We entered the virtually empty the-
ater, taking a front row seat (why not go
for the whole experience?). On stage,
bathed in a washed-out purple spotlight,
a lean, almost certainly foreign woman
vacantly gyrated to a positively grating
low-fi sound “system™. She had already
removed her wrap, some kind of silky
thing. which she held guardedly before
her pelvis. Some salarymen on the other
side of the runway hooted at her, and
angered, she spat insults back at them
from the stage. Finally. she stalked off.

Following her exit, Duran Duran be-
gan crackling from the speakers, and an-
other woman, Japanese, much younger
than the last, came bounding out attired
in ared garter and nothing else. This one
is sure energetic, enthusiastic, even, but
coarser than a pirate. After posing in a
lengthy series of very unladylike poses,
she shrilly invited the audience to, uh....
well, it involved a contraption that I'd
rather not get into details about.

The next artiste was our Peruvian
friend, and while she had no discernable
talent, and even less grace, I did enjoy
watching her remove her clothing in ap-
proximate time to a Belinda Carlisle
tune. Her heart was in the right place,
although our conversation on the stairs
left me with a distinctly multi-dimen-
sional voyeuristic sensation that oscil-
lated between thrilling and deeply dis-
turbing. She seemed to get a rise out of
the salarymen, though.

When she was gone, the feeble light-
ing shifted to blue, and the defining mo-
ment of the evening arrived unexpect-
edly. A tall, nicely proportioned, Japa-
nese woman, mid-to-late thirties, per-
haps, emerged to the strains of a tradi-

§ € 0V ERY

A EEWA EFA ‘Bl AT E
ERT ‘g UARY. B ‘FF?
Blojn}? e A? . o ER G
‘HEGARY 32 G A48l &
At Adz §3vn 22 YK -
Folth. “oleitt glm avie A9 A
B3R o2 A 91X Wit a2 E
A FR 2}t ‘A, 27 oy A}
#olof?". Ad §19] Agd] =APE
2o Ye EJ}. ‘W&o a9
e Fa2gA 23n v MEE A
%e] Fo} H|EHY, FUFHE ) A
AT A J43 g ne
4 AT, $EEddle dAY ¥
SIRAE old, Fe 4T 32
&g @t

$EEL AY IFEgE Y
7 AY gl A2 & Fsioh gy
@ APl AL A7 A .
FAANNE Ho] viART Bt
AFEFO|EE Weon], nj2 1, 9=
Qo) EdYE B4 A7t A A
&8 288 Me 2490l(E ol %
o] 7} ek Ehe] &% Ay’ o &l
go] ¥ A Futh Xk 1Y
£ ol 4azge Rezd 149 9
g ¥, aRE ZA2HA ¢ G
d A3 Ik F29 wHuF 3l
A R e AW Ee] 2vA oF
8 9z 28R 7t d Ve F
AN 25 3 2&AA TS
Wtk A ez Jve & 282
2 298 uych

U7 UstA, Al &3t FEete)
£oto] 29A2RE ZEPAE 228
e U7 AFR R, e QA -
dedo e oi7te] ARETE 373
Fe -7t HL JIotE 2 AR fde
FRRAE AAXNG D T 1 AN
o} ol¥lg HAe §43 FEHlY
GANAAE, HY BiE AAAT.
AAGA = & TZF AAEH U7
A8y, o}23 B 4L ., T
BAE ANE AP E 71l quE,
209 ‘A’ 2 & FERT
g U AN E 29 #Fd
AFAY 5493 A%l Gz A
ZeEn, 2R =P 2275
FATE, Y 2v7 4d FiEd g
Zoto] RFo] A9 F& glo]YA
2ERERAS FEHA YT 2
B e AddA 29 oloprlE v
E 8oz Oy $3¢ 2¥4& =4
3} A, vhgol FaH YR,
autAQ Axr) Hulge FAFA L
2 28 2%, e AAYT. 2
e AR ES =278 E 24
CRE:Le

a7} g3 EA A ¢ 2] FE
Moz uty 3, 7R 2RA 2¢
wre] AR AQ £3to] Felsitt. 717t
an FZPFY- vz 30 FukelA
Fute]- 4ol EHEA 7te
Zo] gFolH 5T Aeltk. 2vE
RP 432 & IR 3NeE
2,38 ARsluF RelR st 2
e & q4As Ay 7 & 7123
8 Z&Adn " Aoloh, A%
UL R YelN. 1 2§ 2



34

=

s

D y

ICBEBATWEND, ETHUABET
TIERAKBN>7C IELDEIELDEL O
ICEEZEY > TRUBRAZ 09 50T
R, BRIEZ > EHNEE LS ICR
b, ZORIZI ) —LDELSITHD S
NT, EBERBIPES 72 L0 Bkl
EEHINTW, ik, HERAEKE—
HWROBEFRAEBZ LS5 ITHNEZLHE
BRIEMICAbLE T, RERERYMHIFT
Wofc WElE, TABICFRTHIAS
VIDL5BBIBICHEMANDLT. V&
DOEMRDOL S ICH- 7=,
HREenhn, Tox2FTCREBENKT
WEEIDORLDIE, D LS ICdEH
IChH BB o710 KA. BoI1FE % DK
HRELCIBRIMEETRERDA S EELIC
FoTWLWBEWVWIDIZ, A KENT
EXLDOBREDIES ~BBK T e
rHDORITEERY TECE) LFDKR
ANEIXB EE> e BLIEHERSE
BRATo Boo=fittsEE KTWdA
72k ERREANCE AL BIEDS
EXLDRFEDIES ~TENH > T>
oo BER TR ER DD, RLDER
oA LE ZAICELN 2 KTELA
1:fm &K e ERERA-DIC
lZ RS A =72, AE 0 HIaF N c
XA X, #8F XD EFh0 &Y T 2D
N OSDEBICIEDHIZWICEEDL 125
70

ZoHe, FlBOTIANY b A
OB YAAED L, BOEFRHIE-S
TELD, WBEZI->T, hETOB
KICAY DY 72, Kz Wz RIZK
TNFzhHET, ROBEY FIEZ D5kt
FEFOENXTXES ICkE->TW e
MO0 TZE-> TAWVLWTHT 7€
L. HhOREEILES IEhr bR DF
HWT, JSTTTIRF v 7 DffERD
Ny KNEBTIICE-ITTNAT Y K%
B->TWiko HbTTEVBEL 0 ¢ X
70T, AlEH PO <, Joh o THRL
ZEINTNHES £ 2AK 1.

vay my=-— [ X&Y7 54%—

HES VS —

SRHS ARG B T A AR AR
SEEZ R ¥20,000

ANF R ER
AFE ¥ 30,000

ZER ¥m,000 3 7 A) O&

BRI o
AN e
BB LR EREER 6,

R4 Tel :3350-0317

SRRTEIEE-3-19

WHEEE1 « 3521 Tel 1 3980-6320 MPHEEE 31X Tel 1 3980-2558

(Ot 8 RIHESR 4 99)

¥144,000

E R Y

HEA ESROFHREAEEAR
T ZWEAL, ‘BRAGUFET
T —BHAERE , X285k
Bo MABLANE - E=iFM@E
EEBEEBRET. “ELXAFH
A 7", BWBAREARABE. &
HiH " HERRBEIERE B ER
CHEME., "THEREBEERD
THEADHEEH. RXRBLERE
BB LA, Bt B MR B 5 R PR
il , R RARKS RN KRN
RBo RRLERMEE, BHRE
MARAER—BA, EZZNHHE
FE, RE—E8 1,

R EEZGRBBEEE LN
BE R B, BRLE AMIXMER
T, IRHUTER. BEEME
BHWREZ HErBRONES .M
T —EAELZR-wE LEEBERHR
BEXRK. ERADHERLEE , 5
A—ExzA, EEE RERER
BEEMMR L, RFPERR, &
R B E B, =Ewem-BREM T
o

WBER/EXER

=]
=)

tional enka sons. She was wrapDed in
layers of silk, thick enough to be
opaque, and rather than leaping across
the stage in cartwheels like the others,
she softly flowed out, smooth as cream,
wearing an expression that seemed a
cross between reserved and bemused.
She moved in perfect choreography to
the melancholy strains that seemed to
transcend the iousv speakers. Tms
woman was an artist within her ma-
ligned and vulgarized medium.

Unfortunately, the other patrons, who
had been quite boisterous up till now,
did not share my enthusiasm. While the
woman danced gently, unwrapping her-
self in a manner that was anything but
tawdry, there was a mass exodus to the
beer machines. “She’s too old”, my
friend complained.

"She's a sensualist. She respects her
art”, | told him, but he was already half-
way to the beer machine. | watched her
in silence, admiring the details of her
performance, impressed when she fin-
ished without crossing the boundaries of
good taste. | applauded heartily, but my
lone handclaps echoed rediculously
around the emptied theater.

After that, another acrobat arrived,
the men returned, and | split. My private
dancer had washed my blues away. The
newcomer was only sure to bring them
back. As [ exited hastily throush the cor-
ridor, some girl or other was balancing a
plastic baseball bat on her forehead for
some stupid reason, and | nearly
knocked her flat as | rushed by.

John Kenney/Staff writer
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+ June 25, 1993

AMERICAN SLANG GUIDE

RELEASED AMID MUCH PUBLICITY
Under pressure to keep Japanese visit-
ing The United States from suffering
the same fate as 16-year-old Yoshihiro
Hattori, the exchange student fatally
shot in Louisiana, the Transportation
Ministry has rushed out a guide filled
with such phrases as “ Hands in the air!”
The euide is meant for younger Japa-
nese who travel by themselves, rather
than with groups. Among the other list-
ings are “Freeze!”, “get lost”, “watch
out”, and ,Il mean it”. The guide has
been heavily publicized in Japanese
media.

« June 29, 1993

KOREAN RESIDENTS LOSE

BID FOR VOTING RIGHTS
The Osaka district court dismissed on
June 29th a claim by a group of 11sec-
ond-generation residents that the Public
Offices Election Law, which limits vot-
ing in local elections to Japanese na-
tionals, violates the constitution. The
ruling was the first concerning the issue
of second-generation ethnic residents’
participation in local politics. The
plaintiffs say they plan to appeal to the
Supreme Court.

2 July 1993

IMPERIAL ARMY WEAPONS

HISTORY DETAILED
The Imperial Army mede at least 2 million poi-
son ges weapons during the war wilh China that
ended wilh Japan's surrender in 1945. according
to newly discovered army documents. Keniaro
Awaya, a professor ai Rikkyo University in To-
kyo. found the documents in ihc library of the
National Institute fo Defense Studies in Tokyo,
and  the US National Archives in Washington.
The Washinaton documents show that poison
sas weapons were used in China during the war.
alihouah Ihe Japanese government denies the al-
lesations. The Tokyo records of military
weopons listed amona them shells, bombs to be
dropped from aircraft, and smoke pou>coniainina
mustard aes. adeadly corrosive that had already
beenbanned under intemational law.

« July 11, 1993

ASIANS RALLY AGAINST

DEATH PENALTY
About 600 activists from Asian nations
rallied in a central Tokyo park on July
10th to urge their governments to put an
immediate stop to capital punishment.
The activists were from Hong Kona, the
Philippines. South Korea. Taiwan and
Japan, and gathered in response to a call
from the Tokyo branch of Amnesty In-
ternational. The Japanese government
hanged three death row convicts in
March, resuming executions after a
three year hiatus.
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« July 11, 1993

RUSSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER

A -HAIRY BARBARIAN",

LDP CANDIDATE ASSERTS.
Lawmaker Shintaro Ishihara. a hawkish
member of the LDP and a contender to
become its leader, was quoted in July 11th
editions of the Asahi Shinbun as saying
the following: “Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa lreeted |Andrei | Kozyrev with
a smile, but his eyes were not smiling.
When a Keto (hairy barbarian) or white
llian comes, Miyazawa just welcomes
them too much. If | were prime minister. |
would keep silent, with mv hands deep in
my pockets”. The remarks were made
when he delivered a speech in Kaaoshima
on June 10th.

« July 1993

TOKYO ENGLISH LIFE LINE

CHANGES NUMBER
The Tokyo English Life Line (TELL), a
volunteer organization |hai offers tele-
phone counseling for foreigners has
changed its phone number. The new num-
bers are: 03-5721-4347 for general infor-
mation, O.V5721 -4455 for Ine TELL Com-
muniiy Counseling service, and 03-5721 -
2201 forthe business office. Life-line tele-
phone counseling is available daily from
9AM to 4PM and from 7PM to 11PM.
Sonic 10.000 people a year (including
non-native English speakers) dial the life
line. If you have a serious problem, orjust
need some basic information, please give
them atr>.

« July 12. 1993

KOREAN WARTIME WORKERS

IDENTIFIED
Individual names and wane claims or
war-time Korean forced laborers still
kept secret in Japan were disclosed in
documents handed over to tile South
Korean government in 1991 a
Nagasaki-based Civic group said on
July' 12th. Its disclosure may trifiaer a
series o f compensation lawsuits asainst
Ihe Japanese government or former em-
ployers of forced laborers. Mitsubishi
Minins Corp. did not pay a total of
Y228,000 in wages to 1,299 Korean
forced laborers, the list shows.
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® Young, Silly Japanese

| asree with the young Japanese woman
who, in an interview with Mr. Paik Young
Do on page 9 of the July issue, said: “I think
thatyoung Japanese people must look silly to
youns Korean people. |, myself, am sup-
ported by my parents, spend everyday doing
nothins, no studyirm, and when | happen to
read the newspaper, | end up thinking, I'm
not "qualified" to carry on a conversation
with a foreigner. The interviewer, however,
was taken aback by the woman's answer,
and | am writing to ask what the opinion of

Mr. Furuse. the writer, is oil this response.
(Nobuyuki Akaba, Japanese male student.
24, Fukuoka Pref.)

® My Personal Internationalization:

A Drink With a Foreigner

The population of the agricultural area,
where | live, is 21,000. Although it is far out
in the country, there is one assistant English
teacher living here. My "internationaliza-
tion' consisted of holding an English-Japa-
nese dictionary in one hand ,and a drink in
the other, while having a conversation with
this English teacher. Also, every day | listen
to the BBC on my short-wave radio. Forme ,
this isthe only way I, personally, can become
“internationalized”

(Takashi Saito, 36. Japanese government worker.

Akita Pref.)

2 Apologies and Corrections

A headline on page 8 of the June edition
was mistakenly uanslated into Korean as*'A
wedding ceremony shouldn’t be held on
Tomobiki days/’ instead of “Funeral
shouldn't be held oil Tomobiki days.” Thank
you to the readers who pointed out the mis-
take, and deepest apologies from the editorial
staffat We're.

sInformation

The editorial staff at We're looks forward
to receiving your letters. Please be sure to in-
clude your name, address, nationality, age,
work, and phone number. Feel free to usethe
We're postcard included in each issue. We
will not use vour name if so requested. Let-
ters may be edited for length.

We're is now looking for people to appear on
our cover or to introduce their country in our
Motherland section. If you or someone you
know is interested, please contact us.

iz We're is also looking for staff members. We
would like our magazine to be read by various
people from alt over the world. If you're full of
vitality, why not work together with our editor
Ms. Camargo?

Would you like to seeyour ability displayed on
our pages? We're is now accepting stories or
artwork from our readers.

Summer memories, travel experiences, or sto-
ries about culture shock please send them to
our office. We're is open to all your contribu-
tions. 24 hour fax number: 03-3361-0221
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